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would bring the pfcneral balance of trade ii)

much more in our favour, and add to the

public revenue by the proportion of taxes paid

by the proprietors of the fliips, fo far as the

profits contribute to their fiipport, and like-

wife increafe our population, by the acquilition

of fuch proprietois of fliips from America xs

chufe to continue their property in that employ.

2. The like advantages to the revenue and

population will refult from thofe failors em-
ployed in the colony trade who have fami-

lies, and from their families being rcfidcnt

here, and deriving their fupport from them or

their wages.

To cftimate the particular amount of the

advantage to Britain from this accefllon of

fliips and feamen, it would be nccciTiry to

know pretty nearly the number employed.

Dr. Mitciiel ailerts that the Britifli Colonies

in America maintain 45,000 feamen, and ano-

ther writer ^ makes it appear that Britain hcr-

felf employs in that trade far fhort of 15,000!

:

therefore, colonifts employed, muft exceed

30,000; row deducting 5,000 for their own
coafling trade, there will remain 25,000 fea-

mcn gained to Britain, and, eftimating one

feaman| neceflary for every 20 tons burthen

of a fhip, be 500,000 tons of fliipping, or ac-

* American Traveller,

f Sailors in the Newfoundland trade, but not the boat-

men included.

J In very fiiKill ve/Tels a greater proportion of hands are

rtf|i;irtd, lut in large veirds a Itfs number than the average

made ufc 0.'".
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