
UtluM- ivroiniiuMit int'inbtTs of llie politicjil [larty wcrt' shown to

liavc t'littM'laiiHMl similar views, and to have laliortMl not only at

lionic Imt in Wasliiniiton to ^ivi' etl't'ct to tlicni. Tiiey form Itiit

a sniaii section di" the iiavty: Imt they Hxed ;i stigma upon it at

tlie same time tliat they o|)ene(l the eyes of the vovlil totiie in-

evitable end of the jtolicy of whirh they were tiie ardent ad-

"\ocates. Tile tdection was fouj^lit on the issue of loyalty to the

Britisli connection, and the <>reat mass of the liiheral electorate

had to cast its votes under the disadvanta<i'e of an annexation

cry, with which it had as little real sympathy as its opponents.

As a weapon of electoral ;ittack Sir .I(din Macdonald conld have
(h'sired nothing' more effective than tin- discovery of the so-

called Winniii coiispinicy. I>y which it was shown that men
hohlinji' the position of leaders of pnhlic opinion in Canada
had made themselves vehicles of advice <i'iven to the (tovern-

ment of Washinjjfton to refuse to <i'rant the advantag'es desired
l)y the Dominion in or<ler that slie mij^ht he forced to accept the

alternati\e of an anne\;it ion."

I addressed no puMic nieeiing' at all, nor did I lake any ac-

tive ]iart in theidection, thoiifi'h 1 avowed my hearty symjiathy
with those who were fifj'hting' ag'ainst monopoly and corrnption.

I have never l)elon<>"ed to either of the party organi/,ati«»ns.

The near coincidence of the first of three lectnres delivered
by me to the Young Men's Jjiberal ("lub with the dissolution of

Parliament was accidental, no notice of the dissolution havin*;'

been g'iven at the time when the lecture was arranged. The
writer knows the truth, and he di.so-nisfs it for tin- obvious pur-
pose of connecting' the cause of tiie Liberal pai-ty with what he
imagines to be my unpopular ojiinions. No battle-cry was
raised by the iiiberal party or by any section of it except those
of free trade with the United States ;ind op|)osiiiou lo g'ovei-n-

ment by corruption. What could have comptdled or induced
the party and its leaders to allow n battle-cry with whicdi they
had no real sympathy to be imposed on them by a small section

oi- as the Tiiin-.s in anotlu'r par igraph puts it by "a few fanatics!*"

The words given as a (piotation from me are not uaiie, nor do
they fairly represent what 1 said. B)it the sting: of the )»ara-

g'ra[)li lies in its calumnious assumption of the i-eality of "the
Wiman plot:" an alleged conspiracy, as the writer proceeds to

explain, l)etweeu Liberal leaders in Canada anil American
statesmen, for the purpose of forcing Canada into the Union by
the (b'nial of commercial advantages. That plot had no more
rtvil existence than the plot which made the fortune of TitiiH

Oates. whom its in\entors rivaled in veracit'.-. The Tinii's mav

4


