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BUYING LAND

The bigh prices obtained for wheat
this seapon has created quite a strong
desire among the farmers to increase
thelr land loldings. A farmer from a
western polut, who was in the city
this week, stated that he had offered
o neightbor $25 per acre for his land,
as he! was desirous of adding to his
farpd but he could mot get the land.
»Fr&n other sources we learn that
the farmers are buying considerable
fanid adjoining their farms. where un-
occupied lands can be obtained. While
new sctilers are seeking more remote
or unsettled districts, the old resi-
dent farmers are endeavoring to pick

up avallable lands in their districts.

LAND SALES

The improved situation in Manitoba
is shown by the large increase in land
sales this season, Nothing indicates
confidence in the country better than
land sales, a8 {t shows that people
have come to stay., Mr. Griffin, of the
Canadion Pacific Land department,
informs The Commercinl that their
sales have been very much jn cxcess of
inst year, and last year was consid-
erell a goou year, salee belng in excess
of most previous years, The land saleg
to the ené of July aggregated $298-
000, or almost equal to the total sales
for 1896, The August sales this year
exceed August of , 1898 by threefold
The best part of the year is to come
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yet, the fall months belng the big
months for sales of farm lands, from
other sources we learn that thoe sal s
of land In the Winnipek district this
geason are vastly in excess of previous
years

PROSPERQUS CANADA

The large crop in Ontarlo this year
hag already created a great improve-
ment in business there, and gl reports
speak of good times, In Toronto,
where the Jobbing trade, particularly
in the dry goous branch, has bheen de-
pressed for gome time, reports are now
very hopeful, With both the East and
the West enjoying prosperous times,
Canada sliould make great advance-
ment during the next year,

THE NEW TARIFF

All now subecribers to The Commer-
cial will bo supplied with a free copy
of the new Canadian tariff, in handy
pamphlet form. The complete tarill is
glven, word for word., and not. & mere
summary of the act. Send {n your sub-
scription and receive a copy of this
useful and convenient pamphlet. Sub-
geription  price $2 per year in  ade
vance. Six months, $1.

BRITISH COLUMBIA

FRUIT

The McPherson Fruit company, Win-
nipeg, has received amother car of
British Columbia fruit. which has
turned out in a very much better con-
dition than the first car which ar-
rived here this season. This {s, per-
haps, partly due t3. the car being later
and firmer varfeties , but ewdently
more care has also heen oxercised in
handling thie fruit. The lot consisted
of pears, prunes, crabs and apples. The
pears swere of the bartlett varlety
and were very good, though some had
evidently heen over ripe when shipped.
Some were in baskets and some in
hall boxes. There were some very
good apples in the lot, but some were
quite scabby, showing that the trees
require spraying at the proper season.
Some of the plums or prunes were also
over ripe, but most of the boxes were
in falr condition and the fruit looked
very nice. The crabs gvere in bas-
kets and plum crates. The fruit did
not sliow the care in packing which is
glven to the frutt received here from
the Pacific Coast States, but it
showed an improvement on former
shipments. It had too much of the
appearance of being poured into the
packages, while in the case of Califor-
nia fruit, each pear, peach or plum, as
the case may bLe, I8 placed carofully
by hand. The comsignment slows
that Britlsh Columbla can produce
some very cholee fruit, and with the
8kill of handling which will come of
experlence, wo will no doubt bo able
in timme to secure a considerable por-
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tion of our requirements from the
Paciftc province.

——
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BIG LEATHER DEALS

Several big deals in leather have
been reported from the East lately.
The boov and shoe manufacturers have
been making their purchases for the
spring trude, and in view of the ex-
pected highor prices for leather and
favorably prospects for business, the
purchases have been unusually lheavy.
Big leather deals, however, ltave not
been confined to Eastern manufac-
turers. E. F. Hutchings, wholesale
saddler, Winnipeg, has recently done
some very heavy prrchasing of har-
ness leather, amounting to four car-
loads, aud aggregating about $25,000.
Thi- '8 a very heavy transaction for
harness leatler alone, and it cleaned
out a numder of Ontario legther mar-
kets to supply the quantity required,
supplies hwving been drawn from Tor-
outo, Berlin, Oriilia and Meaford. The
purchases strengthened the Outario
leather murkets to such an extent
that prices have since advanced there
1 to 2 cents per pound.

DOES WHEAT GROWING
PAY

Tlis question ig one of importance
in Mauitoba, and it is one which has
beest answereG frequently in the neg-
ative as well as in thoe affirmative.
Some writers have contended that it
doe8 not pay, but practical expori-
ence scems to be against the latter
contention. uring a serics of years
in wkich low prices have ruled, the
farmers of Manitoba have been stead-
iy improving their position and
forging aliead. Of course our farmers
have not depended on wheat alone,
but at the same time wheat growing
has_by all odds been their ohijel de-
pendciee. It seems impossible that
our farmers could have prospared the
way they haw, it wheat growing
even at the low prices ruling of late
years ¢id not prove generally profit-
able. AMuch of course uepenas upon
the individual,  Some men fail in bug-
iness where othiers have done well, and
some larmers, through bad manage-
ment, lack of knowledge, or perbaps
usavoidabie misfortuae, will barely be
able to malintain themselves, +hile
others will go ahead and prosper.

But whatever may be sald about
the profit in growing wheat in recent
years of low prices, there can be no
question regarding the profitable pa-
ture of the industry fu a year of good
prices, ike the present. A Manitoba
farmer sold 22 cars of wheat in Win-
nipeyr last Tuesday at 97 cents per
bushel, delivered afloat Fort William,
or equal to 811-2 cents per bushel on
track at the country polnts whence
they were shipped. This farmer has
ralsed 17,000 bushels of wheat this
year, and Lo had $he wheat threshed



