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Free canais in tlle United States and claeapriiltvay rates
have drawn awsay lte traffic in1 lutnber-and coal ltrougit
te WVelland Canal, wlaich seemas a grent pily whien we

consider the advanîages il possesses as a means of cona-
maminicalion beîween tiegreat lakes. Are netcainatlls,
likec îo.l gales, an anniqualed resîriclicn on trade? The
latter have been nltnoût universaily aboiished. %Vhy not
also tîitormer? fI wouid be a boon (or tli lumber
trade. _____

Tîin mutch disctasscd quecstion ast wlatva conslilules
dressed luinber is fiaIseled. Nor is illikeiytb be for
somne lime, ma.tch la the loss cf Canadian lumbermen
wlao put in maclainery for planing, and loaguîng asnd
grooving, under lte impression thal suct lunaber wouici
bc adinitted frec o! culy le lte United States ir--Icets.
il ,vill bc remnabered ltaI certain United States custums
officiais lield lit wiie lumber plancid on btIl sides
migitt be admiîîed free as dresseri imier, îvhen tongtued
andt grooaveci il becomes ma.nufacîîarcd lumber and is
subjecl in dîaîy. Tîte distinction is a sonîewhat fineiy
ciratin one, and like maîay of lte inlerprelalioans put on
the tariflrby United Siatcýa custotis offictais is aimed to
prevent Canadiaazs iîaviaag access te their markets. The
ntatl' er was referred la te boardi of appraîsers, who
listened 10 a greal deal cf conflicîing testimony. WVlacn
thcy give tixeir decision it will nal end the malter, for
sitouid te question be decided against îiacm te Uniîted
States -ili men wili probably carry il t0 te féetai
coturts. In te meantîme we are shul out cf lte market,
or htave ta pay lte dhtîy.

A înili-owner at Gravenitursl lakes a soinewhat pessi.
nitasîc view of the humber situation in ltis country. !tce
says lac tas neyer known the business 10 be in a worst
state than il is at preserit. The yards arc :ilicd îvitt
lumber winch cannot te soid, -and ltere is little piling
ground. The largest miii on the Nortiacrn road is tant
îinning, as il btas a îwo years' stock on hand. One cf

dae iargest concernas is sitipping ail ils ;good conamon 10
tet Lnitea Kinpdoan, not onlly in lte shape of deais, but

one-inch and , pward. The sinaller atilis, he writes, avili
illte wtped ouI. Wcfcaroîirftiend as cf the iugubrious
cast, and is on1e cf abit class of people who aiways look
on îhe dark sitie. WVhile il is truc that the luanher busi-
ne.ss, like every citler line, is duil, we do aid îlaink il is
quite so bad as the Graventhurst man woîîid have us te-
laeve. At ail ea'enls there is a rift in the cloud, and
thougti tte sunshine cf prasperily bas nol fily hroken
furth, there is a fair prospect that the clouds wvill soon
disperse, and that te hamber trade wili wear a smiing
fâce again. Let uas look on te bright side and hope for
lte test.

MNr. R. E. Gosneil, librarian of lte Brifisit Columbia
provincial librarv, n'as recently in Toronto on a
vasaI. Speaktng of te outiook for lumber in lte
l'aciflc province lie aemarked tat ttc foremgn îrade, upon
wbtcb they maîniy depend, has been very bad. Mill-
mean have, ht~ ýnd actualiy been losing rnoney on Ibeir
operations. Thougit prices have not rasen, foreign de-
anand as tmproving and te looks forward loa agood lame
çomaing, when the tiiter of Britisht Columbaa, whichbch
describes as the flnest in lte world, wili prove a great
so,.ce o! weath. WVhcn Mr. Gosneil n'as here the good
news itad not amrved of the reducton in duîy on lumber
cntening tite colony cf Victoria, Ausîralia, or he wouid
'Ioubltless have been an better sparits over the outiook.
itut i stemns ta us ltat te British Columbians do not
cultivate as tcey migit ttc vasl market for lumnber cn
Ilae îr.ceicss prairies of thte northwvesî. i is truc seulie-
ment bas been slow of lait, hut tte magnafacent crop of
iblis year must gave a great amPeluis 10 immigration, and
white watting for lte openîng tap cf Atastraliara and oth.-r
far away markets, more migitt be done to secure trade
near at band an nitr own country.

The oid Egyptian monunments shaow tt lte saw was
- use ai ieast one thousand years B. C.

lait~ summarer ineîin o! the Ame:ricatn Forcsîry As-
.,o,.i-îiott aI Springfield, MIass., nas field in a clturch.
. 6,, subjecîs, wiih came up for discuassion ntaiy re-
:.tted to .New England and Ncw York farestry maltent

(UR fricnds in the United States contr
'good de:ti of fun with their business ca

wvhen they mcclt in convention mn dcliberate
anterests, season their discussions with wiî.
laimber organizations which rccentiy mct a
is known -as lte Concatenaîed Order of i
has for its totem ,' black cat. lis chier o0
.as the Snark, and thc other olffcehioiders r
tities as i3ojuni, Scrivenolcr, liandcrsnatcii
Arcanloper, Gurdon, etc. Thesq naines w<
scit boy's organization for fun, but t
exist for the purpose of reguiating mieîiîn
bcr Inade. rhey evicienîly believe in t
wii used t0 adorn lte titie page of G
graI'est mani is the fool. And wvhy should
sterner duties of flfe to drive out ai ils bri

Foitnsr fires appear to have beeon unusu
ail river the United States this season. In
Washington particuiariy tîte ciouds of
drnse as le interfere with the saimon fi
Columbia and withla n:vigation on P'uget
sîreains in the interior. Considerabie art
have been destroyed, but fortunatelt. tht
littie loss of lifé. Thest fires do taot stat
Thiýy -are frcquently the resu!l of carelessn
do infinite damage to the luniberman. Tht
regulations in force respecting the settini
but il is diflicuit 10 carry themn mbt effect
care cannaI be e'cercised in thiF regard.

f * * *

HON. Mr. Hardy, Commissioner, and
White, Deputy-Comm.saoncr of Crown 1
ltin, rccentiy paad a hurried visit 10 Rat
points ionz lte noiîh shore of Lnke S
White inforias mie that the lumber trade ait
as very much depressed, waîh no0 amredia
covery. bpeakang of spauce and the s,.
Sault Sie. Marie p.ip miii, he toid nme th
reports of a gond suppiy up ale Nipigon
and Mr. Hardy faileu to flnd ai, though lthe
an expioring expedition. He thanks any
as to be !ound in Ontario south of the he&
small in site aaîd scattered. Most of aur s~
found ian Quebec and the Maritime provinc

So.Nta idea of the demand for paper nlo
be fornaed froni one fact. A large paper
been buiit ait îie Canadian Soo, and w
oaperafion. The company, a United State!
way, undertook t0 develop the water powe
extent off 2oco horse power, hal! of which
to use thenselves and refit the oaiher ha
thcy gaI ondea way they el- termiined 10 use
il theanselves. Yct the manager îold
Deptity Mlinister of Crown Lands, abat th
be able wtt thear extensive plant la sup
York WVorid aioe hith the paper il cequire
nian froni Ausîralia recently visated the Saul
to mak-e a conîract for ail the pulp they cc
which they bail of course la decline.

ANOTIIER concession bas been muade wh
iuanbering in British Columbia. An orde
has been passed ai Ottawa reducing the du
cul within the railway belt ofîthat province.
iso allowed on manufactured luniber expot

province 10 foreign countries. These conc
the resul» of represcrntatiens muade :t Ota w
provincial goverrament had done. Tte la
duced the ducs and granted a rebate on liti
s;de the railway belt, s0 those holding Jimui
belt felt that they %vert placed ai a disadvar
rejiresentcd the lmilter at hetlquarters ni
sîated. fi w.ili bc recoilecled that ivhilc tl

I goveinnîent laoids lthe crown lands in generai, lte Do-r mtinlion governanent took possession ofn aboit aiong the
uine o! the Canadman 1>acific Railway, for wiaica cotrapen-
sa,.aon n'as made 10 lthe province. It avili bc scni titat
tanless lthe lwo goverrntenîs act togetiter injustice may
te done, aatd lthe passing o! Itis arder-in-cotincil is%~ ~, simapiy lte removai o! an injustice.

- - -- CAPT. James Murray, whai died -ai St. Cathaarines on

'ive ta mix a tite 27111 lait., n'as a aveu knuwn figure in sipping, con-
peralions, and tracting and lumbering cardles. lie possessed in a
on imaportant marked dcgrec the characterîstics o! tc Scoîtisit race
*One o! lthe front wticit It sprung, and 10 titis is due in a large de-

tr Minneapolis grec lthe staccess %iîicia attendeti lais enlerprises. In 1837,
lco i-on, and wiaen ive years nid, lae iminigr.îîcd froin Argyiesltire,
fcer is known lais native place, 10 liais couantry, setîiing witla bis fatitcrs
cjoicc in sucît faînily on a barrei in tht- ccunîy of York. Sîabsequentiy
, Custocaman, te wenl ta St. Caîtarirs, laking up Itis residence iil
auld sugge.st a an ,.ancie. At sixteen te îook ta siing, «and in ive ycars
te Hoe Hoos tad reached lthe position of captaîin. Sevetal years later

Is n tt lun. t purchased a numb,:r o! vessels and carried on sîtip.
lac th <juaj ping Oorations on ani extensive scale, lais vessels being
lripe litat ite i:nown as aanong Ille finest on the lakes. He thon look
we allen' the la conlr.îcling, and carried ouI extensive works an tite
liatncss ? Weiianri-canai, ainng thc l;îkcs and oaa variants raiiavays.

In canjuniclion n'alla lie firmn if 'McArthuîr liras., of To-
aîîy prevaient ronto, ite estatiislied tite Collins Bav Rafting Ca., a n'eu
tte stale c! knon'n campanay in ttc rafting zund n'recking business, of

siatoke are so wticit te avas a director for some ye.îrs. lic n'as aise
zltîng on lte presîdent of te Casselman Lumber Co. i-is deatit was

Sound and caaased by in obstruction ofthe liver, and n'as quite un-
cas o! timber expecled, as te id beena in lais uisona] iealt op le avtin
ore ltas been a fen' heurs cf tais deatit. Capt. Mutrrav is anotter ex-
rI îhentselves. ample ta younR men cf that energy and perseveranre in
ess, and îhcy the face cf difficuities which is sure te wn ils way in

ere are strict th * * ld

cul c tres, Tian possibiiîy cf îransporîing timber in large rafts
Toe macit by sea instead ci lte mare costiy r-tigiling by vesseis

or rail sceans t0 htave been seîîied, thugi il must always

Mr. Aubrey remain a risky business, and te avho wouid save an
ands for On- freig ht muqt be prepared la takze tite risk of iass, witicla
Portage and cannot but ain'ays accompany sucia an entea prise.

uperior. Mr. Numerous attempîs af thc kînd have cndcd in disaster,
Rat Partage but severai o! these large r-ffts htave recenîiy rencted

tle sigai of Te- tieir destinat--an, and -as experience teactes lion' ta put
ppiy for lte tem togeter so ulaey may besî resist ttc sieras avicit
at tutere avere put temn to the test, shippers will be more ready to «as-

riebu. li suine thc risk c! transparting timiter in ibis avay. If 1
riveeo o mistake nol, thte first successfui aîîentpt ta canvey a rait
spue hc in titis manner n'as fram a Nova Scotia port ta Newv
gt cf land as York. Anotter large raft tas just been taken frani tte
pruce is to be Columbia river to San Francisco. CapI. Rabertson, one

es. e o! lte manageas, made a similar attempl last ye3r, bu,
the raft was broken op, resuiîïng in a loss cf $.4ooo.

iv-a-days naay Ncîhing discouraged, te made anaîher attempî, and
pulp mili tas ihis lime succeeded. Tht raft n'as put togetter aI
iii soon be in Stella, Oregon, and conîained 7,00OcO feca. It n'as
s anc by ttc 525 feet long, 52 fecet %vide, and 30 feet deep, and dren'
r tere to thc 2o feel o! water. Ttc îintber contalned in it if put end
thy intended te end wauid react go miles. in shape it n'as like a
If. But rifler tuge cigar, having a n'iddle girtit O! 139 feet, tapering
tht n'ioic o! ta 4o feel at thte ends. Over 6o tons o! chain were used
Mr. Wtite, in binding il tegetter. Ttc saviitg in freigtt is esti-
ey wvould net mnated ai $2,ooo, a sttm n'cral takzing considerabie risk,
.piy te Newv ta save. Thtiuber is for tht use o! lthe Sautiern
s. A gentie- Pacifir RZaiiwvay in ttc repair o! ils bridges and tresales.
Itand wantedl Instead cf using a tug as tas laern donc before, a pan'-
auid produce, erful sîcamea n'as cnapioycd. Ih is in contemîplation by

thc saine parties ta takze -a raft froin P>uget Sound
itext scasen. Tîte greal danger in sucit aitmpts is

aida nili heip starmy weather. wviicit îorks thc citains leose -and ailaws
~r in counacil thte timbert ta gel cul. In titis iast attempl il wvas so
tes on tînîber closeiy baund togetter titat fiel a stick moyed, and lte

A rebitte is great ocear' on n'hict it n'as afloat pravedl se truc ta ils
rted froin ttc name, tat fia stormy weather was encounatereci. That
essions wcrc portion of!the Paciflc is vcry open, titere bcing no pro-
aoc whai thc tection wtaiever froin ivesterly winds, anid had Ibert
lIter it.d re- boten a big bien' tl trip miagit ot bave been se success-
aber cul out- fui. WVtile titis attcmpt turned out n'eul it is tardly ta
as willain te bcecxpecîed ltat sucit mettecis af conveytng timber ta
lage. Ttey m~arket wiuj ever become peuilar.. If it rouci te reiied
tht ttc rcuit on il wouid te a gond ttiitg for lumbermen cn batha o!
bc provincial our coasîs.
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