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GHOST STORILS.

THE SILVER LADY.

«Doar Huwald, thoso who sleop
will not disturb us."

I atarted uncontrollably when she
addrossed me by roy real name, sad
with such strango words. But not
observing my astonishment sho con.
oontinued ¢

¢ Beliovo me, L sincerelj' wish for
your happinoss : it is ag dear to me
ag my own.”

1 wes onchanted by theso words
and by hor confidential tono, I wag
thorofore most caroful not to he
oxcited by my feelings to give utltor-
anoo to her name; whioh it is said
invariably awakens sleopwalkors,

How long we conversed I know not ;
for the minutes {dow with an incon-
coivable swiftnese.

Muoh that she said to me of my
future seomed strange to me, and sho
continued ta address mo affectionately
by my real name, but although this I
could not understand tributed

ttomb!in? to myarm and involuntarily
X folded hor to my bronst, Suddonly
old Ilartmann, tho gardencr, rmshed
into tho room, erying:

+ Whoroe is the baron 2 Tho tower
hag fallen 17

Bontheim now appeared in tho
doorway, and Adelaide withdrow,
blughing, from my willing cmbraco,

I followed tho baron and Hart

companied by the bavon, we passed
through a long closed desolato passagoe,
A small fight of stops led upward,
until we camo to a door in tho tupestry;
when 1my tion was flrmed

the Silver Lady waa loft to its final
ropoge.
* *

* * *
On the night bofore my betrothal to
Adolaide wag ol e I had a

his door communicated wlth the
dreaded chamber ; where, instead of a
hortlblo spootro, the lovely Adolaide
had appeared to mo.  Upon examina-

singular dream,

Onco again, I thought, I entored
the Silvor Ludy's chamber in the old
doraolished tower. I saw tho same

to the runs. We went thither in
absolute silenco, Wo found the ox-
oited sorvar s, in whom ouriosity
proved stronger than superatition,
standing about the fallen mass of
stone and mortar in lttle groups of
two and three. Oneof them kioked
gomothing from out the ruins at his
feot. Thon he atooped and picked it
up—a small ivon casket inerusted with
mortar and bits of stone as if imbedded
in the wall. Seeing the baren ap-
proaching the man camo forward and
handed the casket to him.

Bentheim ordored it carried into his
study, and soon afterward ho invited

ation, , it became pro-
henaible how the fair night wanderer
conld have contirved to open the lock-
od and rusty door.

After aminute but ineffectual senrch,
I wag compelled to admit that the ring
wag irrecoverably lost. We then pro-
Eatcd to quit these scenes of desolation;

t the ruing of the fallen tower made
any pass through the room impossiblo,
Consequently we wero obliged to
robrace our stops, and return by our
former route,

At the moment, the unholy sepulture
of the lady whoso dark fate wo had
just learned reourred to my mind ; and
I rIegolved to gearch for er Tomaing.

Qiatel 1

faded b g8 which timohad blurred
to ono nondosoript huo, the same
mouldering farnituro and tho carved
saints on their altarbehind the orumb-
ling sereen, But I felt no sensa of
foar nor yot of degolation, I wont
over to the Gothic window and stood
Pafom the altar. I seemedto be wait-
ing for some one, A beautiful, oloar
light fell about mo and gradually I
eaw tho form of the Silver Lady all in
heor star-wrought drapery gonily de-
tach itgelf from thigdazzling light and
stand, or rather float me nearmo. For
even hor most delicate beauty was
now ethorealized and her beautiful,
shadowy form wore but the trans.

me to go thore with him and
the contents—which proved to be
only papers—but papers of great valuo
—egpeocially to me.

For thero wero the deeds and set-
tl ts of the whole vast domains of

ovorything else to the conditions of
gomnambulism, and rejoiced with
my whole heart that she thus revealed
her owa 2o freely.

At last, she prepared to depart;
first asking me whother I would grant
hor ono request. Eagerly and pas-
sionately T promised to fulfil any wish
of hers, and cntreated her to name it.
She then requested me to give hor my
ring, a8 a remembrance of that hour,
The pledge she dosired was an ex-
tromely old family jewel; and so
valued by me, hat I parted with it
reluctantly, I took it quickly from
my fingor ; and placed it on her fair
white hand. Her fingers were ag cold
as ice, and at their touch an indes-
cribable ohill passed over me.

+ Whent you next see this ring on
my finger,” said she, with sudden,
singular, appalling solemnity, ¢ think
of this pladge and divine my wishes
and scrupulously fulfil them, even if I
should not utter them.”

Wo were then standing direotly
before the gothio window whioh con.
tained the altar with its oarved saints,

I entreated her to give me alen a

b of our ting ; and
pointed $o one of her golden locks.
She looked sadly at me ; and said:

«Do not persist in this request,

Huwald, Believe me, my compliance

of Bentheim in favor of my romoto
ancestor Wolf von Huwald, his son
and his son’s heirs, and the autobio-
graphy of ono Adelaide von Huwald,
mother of the said Wolf and widow of
Wolf von Huwald the older, who was
slain in the Crusades. Aftor the
death of her busband this unfortunate
lady had been incarcorated in the
tower and oruelly ted for a

and somo workmon with the proper
implements ; when the process of ox-
cavation commenced, \We soon found
the traces in a portion of tho walls
atill standing, and when a large stono
was removed, a coffin was discovered.
I commanded the lid to be removed ;
and the lovely shupe I had beheld in
my dream, Adelzide’s counterpart, lay
bodily before me! She was clad in
the well bered drapory, id
ored with mlver stars ; har contenance
waa fair, as if untouched by death, and
smiling in magio loveliencss. Thus
had Adelaido appearad to me on that

witeh by herunuatural brother, Jehunn
Bontheim, who then defrauded her
and hor child of their rights, The
gtory of her suffering was told with
simple pathos, and corcluded with the
hopo that some day these written
words, which, with the help of a
faithful servitor, she intended to con.
ceal somewhers in the tower, would
meet the eyes of ono who would right
her gon's heirs. She beﬁged,ﬂlhut, if
her bones were found beneath the
tower, they shoud be given Christian
buria!, whioh her brother had sworn
should be denied her.

On finishing his perusal of these
oxtraordinary papers, Bentheim, who
wag tho moat generous and just of
men, imamediately thanked Heaven for
having ordained that this disol
should bemade to him at & time when,
with the enormous wealth ho had him.
solf accumulated, it would cost him so
little effort to restore the unjustly

with it would not i your happi-
ness, Trust to my words, and urge
me no more.”

quired estate to ita rightful heira—if
such, indeed, were living. Onoce he

She then quickly eseaped throug
the secret door by which she had
entered. When, however, I endea-
vored to open :t to catch at least a last
glance of her, the lock withstood all
my efforta.

T passed the hour before daybreak
in & confused dream of ecstasy, and
morning had soarcely dawned, when
Bentheim sont to inquire for my
safety.

T wag most to see Adelaid

sighed deeply when his eyes roved
1 h the t over his beloved
garden but though wy heart throbbed
in sympathy, I said nothing of my
plans which would insure this home to
him forever.

The baron was no less astonished
than was I at discovering the name of
Von Huwald in the old M8, when I
revealed to him my true name, But
by a reference to my papers, I sub-
stantiated my olaims ; the whole of my

but a considerable time elapsed before
she made her appearance at breakfast,
and I thought her looking unusually
pale. I asked her whether ehe had
passed a restlesg night ? X

“QOn the contrary,” she replied, I
alept a0 soundly that I heard nothing
of the violent storm.”

+« Hag there really been a storm 2"
I asked.

“Well, sertainly,” rejoined the
baron laughing, no one can doubt
the intrepidity of a pgrson,Qwhg, in

P of a m,
could sleep throuéh such & storm ag
that whioch ooccurred last night, The
atorm almost knooked down the old
tower. I assure you I wae in much
anxiety on your sccount; and was
onge even on my way to you room.”

I thought of the light which I had
seen during the night in an opposite
window, sud related how welocome
this gleam had been to me. ¢ Im.

ssible,” exclaimed the baron and

delaide together. ¢ That
the Oastle is uninhabited

wing of
" added

logy wag plete ; and I stood
before the wonder"ug bat;on, no longer

eventful night, and in the dream which
first led mo to her boloved presence.

«The Silver Sady!” oried Hart.
mann, in horror.

This oxclamation, and the drapery
with silver stars, which I had never
scon Adelaido wear, now first awakened
in me a terrific doubt whether the
night wanderer wero really a mortal
being! My glance, at that accursed
moment of ineffable agony, whilo the
blood stagnated in my veins, and the
hair bristled on my head, foll on_the
hands of the course ; when—O God 1--
all my fears were confirmed |

My ring was on its finger | and I—
wag the affianced husband of a dead
bride |

I had stood, perhaps, for some min.
utes, dumb and motionless, when Hart-
mann asked me tremblingly what was
to be done with the body ?

I heard him distinotly ; yet [ was
utterly incapable of reply. My grosser
faculties were ible o his d d;
l&l_xf. Imy reason wag paralized, auﬂL my

i

wag
banqueting in the grave, amidst mould
and worms and all the elements of
corruption. With s harrowing min.
uteness wag I recalling each successive
event of that terrific night, when, in
an unhallowed and loathsome commun.
ion, the quick wooed and the dead;
when, in the fulness of my heart and
my confidence, I expended all the best
foelings of my nature, lavished all my
tenderest and purest affections cn a
fair but foul deception, a E

parent bl of human shapo,
Her lips parted and a voico like far
music murmured the names of Ade-
laido and Huwald, while her trans-
lucont oyes ehed their mystorious light
about me. With her spirit hands he
placed on one of my own the ring of
my ancestor Wolf von Huwald, and
with that soft, cool, mysterious touch
upon me, I awoke.

I wag alone—in my own room—but
in tho goft radiance of the night lamp
burning beside my bed the jewels of
my ancestral ring sparkled on my
finger.

felh =A% i
Thomas A, Joh

CURED BY TAKING

L] Sarsa-

———

parilia

—

“1 was affilcted for elght years with Salt

Rheum. During that lmey. Itrieda great

many medicines which wore mgm( recs

ommended, but none pave mo relfef, 1

was at last advised to try Ayer's Sarsa.

l;arllla. and before I had dnishied the
ourth bottle, Iy hands wero as

Free from Eruptions

a3 over they were. My business, which
is that of a cabdriver, requires me to
be out in cold and wet weather, often
without gloves, but the trouble has
never returned.”—THOMAS A. JONNS,
Stratford, Ont.

Ayer's 2o Sarsaparilla

Admitted at the World’s Palr,
Ayer’s Pills Cleanse the Bowelss

inoarnation of & resentful spirit, an
outeast inhabitant of the dark and

the obsoure, i an
patronized menial, but the rightful
and legal possessor of these proud

domains.
The kind-hoarted and g

ghastly regions of the grave!
Now, all that was mysterious in the
oox;dlz::é gf gh.e figure, while—O horror!

noble attempted to offer me his con.
gratulations ; but I replied that all the
richég in the world were worthless to
me without Adelside. The blushes of
that dear girl then revealed to me a
gecret already half batrayed. Bentheim
manifested no opposition ; and thus
our love was pledged.

While I was occupied in laying be-
fore the baron the various evidence of
my right of inheritance, I recolleoted
the ring whioh I had given to Adelaide,
during her nocturnal visit to the
haunted chamber,

 Another collatexal proof of my
deacent,” said I, emiling, * my bride
can give you ; on whose hand I placed
it in & very memorable hour.”

Adelaide appeared completely mys-
liﬁed’. and an explanation was de-

Bentheim.
 Probably a roflection, then,” I
said without further argument, for I
feared I might betray my secret.
When we were alone, Adelaide
agked if no mysteri i t

d by the baron; I now asked
Adelaide whether she had never ob-
served on her finger a ring which was
unknown to her? To my surprise
she angwered in the negative, I then
minutely desoribed it, but she had no

b ofif, Atmy instigation

aceurred iu the dreadful chamber ?

I assured her that on the contrary
the fairest images had hovered near
me, And then I rallied her a litile

she then repaired to her own chamber
to search for it among her ornaments ;
but she quickly returned, stating that
she eould discover no ring at all re-

on her evident foar of the l
room. But she refused {o jest and
icformed me that never, in her life,
had she ventered to enter that room.
#I do not,” she added, ** even know
the way which leads to it.”

“Perhaps,” said I, ‘“there are
various passages which lead to it.
You may imagine yourself to be in a
distant part of the oastle, but, seeing
a bolt in the wall, you touch if, a
aecret door opens, anc iou find your-
aelf in the mysterious chamber.”

+ For God's sake do not alarm me,”
aaid Adelaide, ** but such an ocourence
is impossible. The rooms which I
ocoupy are too well known fo mo;

g mine, Consequently, I was
forced to conolude, what was by no
means agreeable to me, that this
valued bequest of my test ancea.

d it to be my own fair
love, was but too easily explained. She
received my ring as a proof of my
intention to fulfil her desires ; but she
would make no gift to me whioh might
exist a8 a feartul pledge of the union of
the dead to the living. Her injunction
too, that when I ghould next * behold
my ring on her finger,"I was to " guess
her unsp wishes and pulously
{ulfil thom,” was now equally intellig-
ible. And when I gazed again upon
the ins of thir long. ted and
suffering being, lying in her lonely and
unholy grave, afar from all the coffins
of her race, ;n& thought that to her
1 and affe

g tion I was indebted
for the happiness which I now possess-
ed, much of the horrpr of my retrospec-
tion subsided, I felt that she ought
to appear to me what she ceally was,
the protecting spirit of my love and my
fortunes, I resolved that I would
serupulouly fulfil what I beleived to be
her wishes; her body should straight.
way be removed from its ignominous
AR hallowed abode, and int di
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q
consecrated ground, with all holy
honors and rites.

I was now alive to the anxious
inquiries of the baron and Adelaide,
whom my sirange trance had much
alarmed, ~ Unwilling, however, foincur
the risk of renewing the horrible sensa-
tions which I had escaped, L had evad-

tora had dropped from the hand of the
fair sleepwalker while returning to her
room.

I was now obliged fo relate every
particular of this gift, The baron
was much perplexed by the intelligence
of the apparition of his daughter in
thie mysterious chamber; and Adelaide
gravely assured us that she had never
in her life been a sleepwalker. But
even if she had iously been

P 3 at that t; and,
addressing myself Harimaunn, desired
that the corse should he conveyed to
the castle, and preparations commene-
ed for its solemn internment in the
family vault.

The baron approved of my design ;
for both Lie and Adelalde believe that
in the inhabitant of the coffin they
beheld the ancestress of my house,

I:rsvionsly to the conclusion of the

of the Te-

subject to this dangerous p )
there was no communication whatever

and can lead to no secret chamber.”

T had too certain proof of & connec.
tion between that very room and her
own apartment, but of course I made
no atiempt to contradict her state-
ment.

At this moment a fearful orash
emote the air and without grest white

bet her own ap t, and the
haunted one.

But I was too eertain of the fact, to
suffer myself to be much affected by
this denial, I then begged her to
examine oarefully the way to the
chamber of the Silver Lady; when
she might nct only discover some
secrot iontion, but even find

clouds rose from the ground,

the sun-light and graduslly filling the’

roow with s sort of dust, singularly
white and dense, Adelaide clung

the ring.
Adelside yielded at last, though re.
luctautly, to my entreaties ; and, so-

solved to look once more on the ring
which had oceasioned me so much hor-
ror, and still oaused me anxious
thoughts. For this purpose, the lid
of the coffin was raisad, wher I dis-
covered that the corse, lately so lovely,
had fallen to ashes ; a painful, yet a
consolatory change, for I believed it to
indicate that the soul of the ged
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wanderer was at Iast at reat, Among
this mortal dust, however, my ring
had disappeared. The sacred servioe
prooeeded ; the lid of the coffin was
seoured, and all that was material of
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