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innumerable tio^ules of lime^ some |>art of wbich

was beautifully crystalized. This circumstance

might cause a doubt of its being a true vegetable^

but its great resemblance to some of the mosses^

particularly the byssi, and the discovery which

]Mr. Dunbar made of its being the residence of

animal life, confirmed his belief of its being a

true moss. After a diligent search he discovered a

very minute shell fish, of the bivale kind, inha-

biting this moss; its shape nearly that of the fresh

water muscle ; the colour of the shell a greyish

brown, with spots of a purplish colour. Wlien

the animal is undisturbed it opens the shell, and

thrusts out four legs, very transparent, and arti-

culated like those of a quadruped ; the extremi-

ties of the fore legs are very slender and sharp,

but those of the hind legs somewhat broader, ap-

parently armed with minute toes : from the extre-

mity of each shell issues three or four forked hairs*

which the animal seems to possess the power of

moving ; the fore legs are probably formed for

making incisions into the moss for the purpose of

procuring access to the juices of the living plant,

upon which, no doubt, it feeds; it may be pro-

vided with a proboscis, although it did not ap-

pear while the animal was under examination

:

the hind legs are well adapted for propelling

in its progress over the moss, Or through the

water.
«

It would be desirable to ascertain the cause of

that perpetual fire which keeps up the high tempe*


