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'I'he appointment iil° tlicsf otliccri in Lowit (.'.tninia proct'otU froin. and Iiiih always hi'i'ii inatio

by tlie Crown: it, tlieret'ore, dcpi'mis on llin Maji'tty ; unii I am u n loss, tln'ri-fiiii', to i-oii-

ceivu on wliiit ground sui'li appointnionts arc suppost'd to ditTcr I'roni otiicr appointniciits wliicli

tli-pend on Win Mujosty, and with wliicli an asHnnilatiuii, it woidd sci-ni, is licit! I)y the Com
l)( mudi'inilt<>(' ot liriovanci's to ho improper. Hut, in reality, no alterations win tever nave Deeii

in the Cominissions of Notaries, liy which the nature, diirati<ni, or effect of these Commissions
could in the smallest decree 1)0 changed or affected. Ilaviii)^f(ir the Krst time liceii reipiired

to i)repuro the Draft of a Notary's ('(nnmission, 1 Itecaine respdnsilile for the correctness and
sutticiency of the Draft I niij(lit furnisii. The form in use • for Coiiimissions of Notaries was
under the Governor's Private .Seal. In the appointment of these, as of other i)nhlie oflicers, it

appeared to me, timt the l'iil)lii' .Seul (
1' the Province on^lit to he used; ami iiiv opinion mi this

point might, (if it were necessar)-,) lu' jnstilied not only l>y olivions reasons, luit hy reference

to hij^h authorities. Deeminj; it proper, therefoif. to prejiare my Draft t in tiie furinof an In-

dtrument, to he passed under the (ireat Seal, it iircame necessary that His Mnji's|\'s name, iii-

Ntead of that of the (iovernor, should lie used, and with it, the usual style in which griinis of

office, or other tliiii){s, liy His Majesty, are madi-. As part of this stjie, it is . . cd, in my
Draft, that His Majesty, " of his espeeiiil ({race, certain kiiowledjrc, and mere motion," con-

fers the ai)pointinent ; and the Draft terminates with the usual conclnsion of an Instrument un-

der tiie Cireat Seal, viz.: " In testimony whereof wi- have caused these our letters to he miule

jmtent," Ikv, These words of mere form, if must excite siirprisi' wlu'ii it is mentioned, are iho
" alterations" in the Commissions of Notaries, to wiiicli the Committee of (rie^'ances applies

its Cttusiire, "as heiny; coutrarv to the spirit of the Ordinance of the 'Ji'i Cieo. HI. c. 4., and
" as having the eft'ect of assimilatini; these coiumissitnis to those of piildic oflicers. ivhose i j'-

" pointment depends upon His Majesty." 'l"he notions of the Commitiee of (irievances on
this head, I inav he |>erinitted to mention, are somewhat sinixiilaikand peculiar, to which it will

not he c.\|iccte<l I should oppose any ar^uiiieut or oliservatioii ; it heiii^' too plain, to persons

who understand the Kiijrlisli lauf;uay;e. that these words, which unfortunately have ^iveii offence

to the Committee, are perfectly harmless, and ini'rel) words of course, in the place in which

they are found.—When the use of such words is made a jrrouud of ^rave ceiisiu'e, it will lie

readily conceived, that the animadversimis of the Ctnniuittec of (irievances of the Asscinhly

of Lower Canada may he incurred for slender causes.

Having thus disposed of the two specific auiniadversi(ms of tin- Committee of (irievanceH,

to my prejudice, on the head of New Commissions, it will not, I hope, lie deemed impro])er

if I sin .lid add a few words, as to the constitutional means that might have lieen used to ob-

viate the inconvoniences, upon which the Committee has been disposed to lay so much stress.

—The necessity of issuing new Coinmissions, within the colony, might ha\e lieeii prevented,

by an act of the colonial Legishiture, in one of its sessions which preceded the demise of His

lute Majesty.—This measure, having been omitted previous to that e^ent, might have been

adopted during the six months which succeeded it, an<i the convocation of the colonial Legisla-

ture, by the Governor of the Province, at a somewhat earlier period than was fixed upon,

would have facilitatetl its adoption. Kveii after the sessi<iu was commenced, in .tanuary last,

all inconveniences as to the Couimissions of Notaries might have been obviated, bv an act of

the Legislature, at that time. These remedies it was within the power of the members of the

Coinmittee of Grievances to suggest, tnid of the Assembly to apply. It is to be regretted,

therefore, that, overlooking siuOi remedies, my conduct, without the shadow of a cii'ise, has

been impeached by the Cotnniitlee of Grievances, as having contributed to iiiconveiiieuces,

which might have l)een so easil\' prevented by the Asseiiilil\ itself, but to which I have been in

no degree accessary . Out of the limits of Lower Canada, it may excite surjuise, that attor-

iiies sliouhl be appointed by coinmissions during pleasure, instead of being admitted to the

exercise of their [irofessimi, as in other parts of His Majesty's dominions, by His Majesty's

Courts of Justice. This peculiarity, with the iiiconvenieiices that may be incident to it, obtains

under a law of the I'roviiice; and a.s to this subject of coin])laint also, on the part of the Com-
mittee, the constitutional remedy would have been found, in an act of the Legislature, re-

pealing the law under which Coinmissions of Attornies are now issued, and substituting other

proper provisions, instead of it. Not having the honour of being a member of the Assembly

of Lower Canada, and never having been consulted by His Kxcellency Lord Aylnier, on the

subject in question, or indeed on any other subject, it hits not fallen within the limits of my
duty to suggest, or promote, the adoption of any of the remedies now adverted to.
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