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APPENDIX.
THE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR—ITS HISTORY AND AIMS.

By p. J. McGuiEE.

The National T^hor Union—Various national labor oonventions, from 1866 to 1876—Industrial panto
of 1873 to 1878—SovereignH of Industry—Patrons of HuHbandry—Industrial Brotherhood—Junior
Sons of '76—International Labor Union—AmalKamated Labor Union-The Pittsburgh Conven-
tion of 1881—Formation of the Federation of Trades—legislation secured in Congress—Negotia-
tions with the KnightH of I^abor—The general eight-hour movement in May, 1886—Difl'erenoes
with the Knights of Labor—Birth of the Amerioan Federation of Laboi^Ita component parts
and objects.

Early in the year 1866 the trades' asaem-
blies of New York City and Baltimore is-

sned a call for a National Labor Congress,
and, in accordance with that appeal, one
hundred delegates, representing sixty open
and secret labor organizations of all kinds,

and covering an area of territory extend-
ing from Portland, Me., to San Francisco,

met in Baltimore, Md., on August 20. A
number of the labor organizations there
represented were merely local unions, bat
a great many were national and interna-

tional bodies, snch as ship carpenters, rail-

road men, miners, painters, carriers, win-
dow-glass blowers, stone masons, marble
cutters and iron moulders.
At that convention committees were ap-

pointed to look into the expediency of in-

troducing the eight-hour system, of taking
ilitical action, and forming a permanent

aa*iional organization. The qnestions of

y. )lic domain, the national debt, co-op-

erative associations, strikes, and convict

labor were fully discussed, and measure '

were adopted for the organization of sewing
women—a movement which at this day is

occupying the attention of labor circles in

New York City. Among the many resolu-

tions passed was one favoring the speedy
restoration of agriculture in the Soath,and
the upbuilding of that section upon a new
basis of industrial advancement.

In the following year the second annual
congress of the National Labor Union was
held in Chicago, attended by over two hun-
dred delegates, representing trades' unions
in all the Northern States and in six

Southern States. President Z. C. Whaley,
in his report, urged that State organizations
be formed, and this idea, together with the
demand that the pnblic domain should l)e

reserved for actual settlers, has since been
adopted bodily by the Knights of Labor.
As may be seen, the National Labor Union
was formed in imitation of the Trades'
Unioa Congrest; of England, in which local

bodies, not allowed to discuss politics in
their meetings, could send delegates to the
central body, and there deal with questions

of a political natnre and thus inflnenoe

national legislation in favor of the work-
ing classes. Bnt the political portion of
the work was the smaller portion, for mat-
ters of a social and industrial character

were dealt with to a greater extent.

Two conventions of the National Labor
Union were held in 1868, one in May and
the other in September. The first con-

vened in Pittsburgh, and the principal act
of that session was an alliance to cooperate
with the Patrons of Husbandry and the
Grangers. The September session was held
in New York City, to take action regarding
the general movement which was then
going on in favor of the establishment of
the eight'hoar rule. In his address the
chairman pointed ont the need of closer

coherence than had yet been attained be-

tween the different trades and callings, and
recommended that a central head be estab-
lished, to which all the trades' and labor

anions should be subordinate. This idea
was not strictly carried out, however, and
the mistake in disregarding it was Bubse-

qnently made plain. The annual conven-
tion of 1869 was held in Chicago ; that of
1870 in Boston ; that of 1871 in Philadel-

phia, and that of 1872, which was the last,

wound up in Columbus, O. There it was
decided to nominate a ticket for President
of the United States, and David Davis, of
Illinois, was chosen as the standard-hearer.

This drifting into political action pro-

voked so much dissension that one ^ocal

organization after another—believing that

the National Labor Union had entered a
field of operations for which it was not
intended—withdrew its support, and inter-

est was lost in the central body.
In the next year, 1873, the great panic

swept upon the country and demolished
the trades' anions. Most of them were
bnilt on a basis of very low does atid had
no beneficial feature that would hn'd the
members together when trades' qnentions

failed to interest them, and, consequently,
both the local anions and the national or^

ganizfttion went down in the crash. The


