
ARMINIANISM AND GRACE.

^

It is not our desire to wound the feelings of our Arminian brethren. Nor
have we any pleasure, except as it may subserve the cause of righteousness,

in pointing out what we regard as a most serious conclusion, drawn legiti-

mately from their principles. Both for their own sake, and to avoid dis-

tracting the attention of men by the differences of Christian denominations,

we would gladly omit the observations now to be made. Such, however,

is the prominence given in the Scriptures to the doctrine of grace, and such

is its admitted importance to the whole scheme of redemption, that where

it is impugned or misrepresented, eithet directly or by fair implication, si-

lence is criminal. This is che necessity Idd upon us at present. We believe

that Arminianism is essentially wrong on this subject.

It has long been our settled conviction that the principles on which

Armi .!;\ns object to Calvinism are utterly subversive of the true doctrine of

grace ; but it is only recently that our attention has been called to certain

authoritative statements on their part, which fully confirm this impression.

Looking a little more than usual into the publications of the "Methodist

Episcopal Church," the palladium of Arminianism in this country,* we have

been surprised and grieved at the bold and unscriptural assertions with

which they abound on this subject. And with the hope of opening their

eyes to the consequences of their principles ; of making them ?. little more

moderate and modest in their assaults on Calvinism, if perchance any of

them should read these lines ; and especially with the hope of defending the

truth and guarding the people from deception, we propose to notice a few

of these statements, and the conclusions which to our mind naturally follow*

We shall cheerfully submit it to the judgment of the reader, whether we do

them injustice.

The sum of our charge is that Arminianism, in its essential and avowed

principles, is subversive of grace. This is certainly a grave charge, which

ought not lightly to be made. We should shrink from preferring it, but for

the conviction—first, that it is true, and then that the error charged is in-
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