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Fronchmru; at times coiuiuprins their

extreme rrservc ami hrcakinR forth into

pxclamations of doliRht, sw thoy saw some

now evidence of the superiority of tlie

French over themselves.

All tiiis while, Poutriucourt and his

friends were wonderinfj how malwrs were

progressing in Franee, and anxiously

expectiug the arrival of a ship with news

front that eountry. At last, late in the

sprimj, old Memberlon, always on tiie alert,

came to tell the French at the fort that he

had seen a vessel sailiup; up the basin.

The cannon thundered iis welcome to the

stranger ; a barciue, commanded iiy one

Chevalier of St. Malo, and brinjjinf? the

bail news from I)e Monts that the colony

would have to be broken up, as his charter

had been revoked, and tlie company would

no longer support I'ort IJoyal. Ti»e Breton

and Bas(pie merchants had eombined to

break up a monopoly which shut them out

of a lucrative trade, and had succeeded in

inlluencinp; the fjovernmcnt to wiliidraw its

patronage from De Monts and his as.soeiates.

De I'outrincourt sadly jirepared, (he had

then no other alternative except to obey,)

to abandon his new home by the Equille

and by the 30th of July, nearly all his,

companions left Port lloyal, which never

looked more lovely in their eyes, when
thoy passed on to the Bay of Pundy and

saw the whole country in the jrlory of

mid-summer. Poutrincourt and Champ-
lain remained a few days behind the others,

as the former was anxious to see the result

of his agricultural experiments. When the

torn was ripe, he pulled up some specimens

to show his friends in France the hifrh

agricultural capabilities of much-abused

Acadia. Then, in the middle of August, he

sailed from Port Royal, in a shallop, for Can-
soau, where the " Jonas," with L'Escarbot

and the rest of the colonists, were awaiting

his arrival. The Indians, especially Mem-
berton, watched the departure of their new
friends with unfeigned regret, and promised
look carefully after the safety of ihe foit

and its contents. We shall shortly see

whether the illiterate savage Indian ful-

lilled his promise and discharged the triisl

tiiat he had voluntarily nndi>rtaken.

As soon as Poutriucourt reached \m

native country, hedid his best to gain friends

at the Court, as he was resolved on makiii|{

a lionie in Acadia. But his prospects, for

a time, were ex(!eedingly gloomy. De Monts

was able to assist iiim very little, and tlic

adventurous Baron himself wa.s involved in

debt and litigations, but fortune, it is truly

said, favors the brave, and ho eventually

succeeded in obtaining a renewal of liis

grant from the K'ng, and interesting sonio

wealthy traders in llie enterprise. Tlien,

when about li'aving Franee, some dillioul-

ties, not of a pecuniary, but of a religious

character, aro.se, aiul threatened to inter-

fere with the success ofthe expedition. 1 lie

.Society of Jesuits was, at this time, exceed-

ingly inlluential at Court, and in conse-

([uence of their representations and persua-

sion",the King ordered that Pierre Biard, Pro-

fessor of Theology at Lyons, should aceoiii-

pany tlie expedition. Bianl accordingly bus-

tened to Bordeaux,whence it was nndersloiHl

the ship would sail, l)iit on lii.s arrival lln're.

found, to his great surprise, that nobody

knew anything about it. It afterwards

transpired that Poutrincourt, although ;i

good Catholic, mi.stru.sted the Jesuits, and

was fearful of the consequences of introduc.

ingthem into his colony. Many of his asso-

ciates were Huguenots, and he probably

thought tiiat the presence of the wily, ener-

getic Jesuit, would mar the harmony of

the enterpri.se. On this account, he ohangcil

ids intention of .sailing from Bordeaux, but

loaded a large boat, with a great variety

of articles, at his maternal barony of St.

Just, in Champagne, and descended the

.'Vube and Seine to Dieppe, where his vessel

wiis all re.vdy for him. On the 20th of

Feliruary, he set sail from Dieppe, whilst

Father Biard was angrily wondering at his

absence. But the Jesuits, when they ascer-

tained the fact of his departure, were ex-

tremely angry, and took more energetic

steps to carry out their design of gaining a

foothold in the New World. In this matter

Poutrincourt hardly displayed his tisual


