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THIIZD READING

Hon. Mr. ROBERTSON moved the third
reading of the bill.

The motion was agreed ta, and the bill was
read the third time, and passed.

HUMAN RIGHTS A'ND FUNDAMENTAL
F'REEDOMS

REPORT 0F JOINT COMMITTEE

The Sen'ate proceeded ta consideration of
the second and final report of the Special
Joint Comrnittee on Human Rigbts and
Fundamental Freedoins.

Han. L. M. GOUIN moved concurrence
in the report.

H1e said: Honourable senators, first of aIl,
in the capacity of Joint Chairman of tbe
Special Joint Comm'ittee on Human Rigbts and
Fundamental Freedoins, I wish ta thank yau
very sincerely for baving appoi'nted me as
your representative on that committee. As you
wiil re-member, the committee was re-consti-
tuted this epring be-cause during the previaus
session we btad 'been a.ble ta do only sanie
preiiminary work. In 1947 we mereiy ex-
piared this almost uniimited subject, and the
onýly materiai whicb was be-fore us was the
charter of the United Nations and the docu-
ments referring ta the organization of its
Comisio~in on Human Rigbts. This ycar
aur task was mach maore defite; we were
cailed upon ta stady the report su'bmitted
by the United Nations'Commission on Haman
Ri'ghts ta the Economie and Social Coancil
of the United Nations. This repart was
a'dopted at Geneva on De-ceusher 17 of last
year, at the end of the second session of
tbat commission.

The two most, important documents whicb
forin part of or are annexed to tbe report
consist of, first, a draft international deciara-
tion on buman rigbts, and second, a draft in-
ternational covenant on the samne subi oct.
This afternoon, 'while expiaining the reiport
whicb is now before tbis bouse, I shahl confine
My remarks ta the draft international declara-
tian. Tbe 'International Draft Bihl of Rights
bas be-en referred ta the General Asse-mbly,
but for variaus reasons it bas not yet been
considered by aur committee, and it is flot
even mentioned in tbe report, wbich is tû ho
found in aur Minutes af Proceedings of
yesterday, st page 512 and following. I give
this re-ference because, by referring to the
text of aur rather long and elaborate report,
it will 'be casier for tbose senators wbo 'were
not members of aur cammittee ta follow my
remarks.

-As honauraible senators will rememiber, by'
the ternis of our order of reference of April
16 last we were cailed upon "ta consider the-
question of huiman rights and fundamental
freedonis, and the manner in which those obli-
gations accepted by al! mrnbers of the United
Nations may best be implemented". Youx
already know that the charter of the United
Nations organization refers in several places.
ta hu-man rights and fundamental freedoms,
but nowhere in the charter of the United
Nations and, le-t me ad'd, nowhere in the
report of the Uni-ted Nations -Commission on
Human Rigb-ts, nor in fact anywhere else
in the documents received cither froin Geneva
or froin Lake Success, do we find any defi-
nition of the expression "human rights and
fundainentai freedoms." This absence of any
definition or any interpretative section bias in
my opinion made aur work much more diii-
c uit. In -accordance witb the ancient systern
of aur scholastic phiiosaphy, we aliways begin
with what we call a de.finitio terminorum.-
Suoh a de-finition of ýterms is considered by us
to be essential. Otherwise, those who argue-
do not use -the contested words in the saine
sense, and consequentiy do not speakthe same
language: accordingiy the resait of the dis-
cussion can neyer be very sa-tisfýactory, and
wiil probabiy be disappainting.

'I must confess that tbroughou't -the many-
long sittings whicb *wc bad in aur commit-tee
room this year, *as weii as last, year, I always
feit handicapped and ernbarrassed by ýthe iack
of any definition and by the 'fatal vag.ueness-
and amibiguity which was its sequel. Sa be-fore
proceeding any further, let. us try ta discover-
-ome general iandrnark- wbicb wiil belp us ta
not lose auir way in this iabyrintb af ciaborate
texts and 'contradietory comments.

1 would remark first of ail that the expression
"buman rigbts" seems very ('learly ta be a
translation of the words "droits de l'homme"
or "rig-hts of the individual", and tbat it was-
borrowed froin tbe language of the French
Revolution. I do flot intend to make any
criti.eizm af tbe French Revolution, because 1
accept it as a great bistorical fact. In a cértain
sense it was a necessary evii, with a record of
many errors and crimes, but an the other band.
it ieft ta mankind at large the immortal slogan,
"Liberté, Egalité et Fraternité", which is now
accepted in ahl democratic cauntries. This:
tbree-fold principie of freedoin, equaiity and
brotherhaod is weii understood, and constitutes
a giariaus beritage wbich aIl Canadians are
anxious ta preserve aud develop, and to shagre
witb their brothers and sisters of aIl races and
colours, and of aIl reiigious and social creeds.

We came now ta tbe expression "fundamental
freedoins", wbich I have aiways as-umed to,


