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rail passenger service abandoned m blew- ua
foundland is to me sufficient to take exception As my friend, the hon. member for Grand 
to in the circumstances. The idea would seem Falls-White Bay-Labrador mentioned, there 
to’ be that if there is something to be experi- obviously is some kind of a scheme between 
mented with it should be tried on the east the “Joe” and the “Jack of Newfoundland, 
coast Only this morning we sat in this cham- There is obviously some kind of agreement of 
her and heard the Minister of Transport say which the Canadian people are not aware. Is 
that he was awaiting some briefs from the it not amazing that just at the time when 
people of the Atlantic region because the gov- Jack Pickersgill is getting his $40,000 we are 
emment of Canada was not as aware of many to lose our rail passenger service. It would 
of the problems of the Atlantic region as are seem to me that there is no reason for this 
the people down in that region. I hope the other than to try to justify the in-pocket , 
minister did not mean to imply that the gov- the income, of Jack Pickersgill. If we are to 
ernment of Canada is not as sensitive to the create this kind of bureaucracy, then it 
needs and problems of the area as it is to becomes necessary to curtail services some- 
those of other parts of Canada. I am sure he where in Canada and it would appear the 
HiH lot mean that thinking is that the best place to do this is on

I would b. to the beuedt ot both the Atlantic coast. There obviously i, some-
the minister and the government of Canada if thing wrong, 
the minister were here today to hear some of Pressure has been put on the premier of 
the arguments presented by the members of Newfoundland, who hung a black flag from 
this house in an attempt to enlighten the peo- the confederation building not too many years 
nle of Canada and the members of the house ago when an issue was at stake. Then he 
concerning some of the problems that are came to Ottawa. Our friend Mr. Gwyn, now 
faced by the people in the Atlantic region. We the executive assistant to the Postmaster 
have certain problems and we know that the General, will remember the conversation he 
governments and the people in these areas had with the premier when Joe Smallwood 
perhaps have more awareness of them, travelled to Ottawa. Black flags were flown 
Therefore I think the sentiments of the peo- and the citizens of Newfoundland wore black 
pie of Newfoundland should be borne in mind at that time. But we have not heard one word 
when decisions of the nature of the decision from the premier of Newfoundland about this 
in respect of the C.N.R. are taken. Briefs have present kind of action Also we still see the 
been presented, people have testified. People gracious person proceeding through the halls 
have demonstrated throughout the whole of of this House of Commons sporting his $40,- 
Newfoundland in protest against the abandon- 000; but we do not hear a single word from 
ment of the C.N.R. To my knowledge there him about the great injustice, 
has not been one dissenting voice in the 
whole of Newfoundland to our stand that the 
C.N.R. should retain the rail passenger ser- 
vice. We have not heard from the person who some years are aware of what.sometimes flap­
ped to be a great premier of Newfoundland; pens in politics, and that political plans some- 

have not heard from him at all. There times result in making decisions which affect 
must be something radically wrong when an the economies of areas I contend that there 
agreement which obviously has been made is has been one great scheme that we do not 
not brought to the attention of the house. know much about, although we can suspect
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