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that the history of the world shows that a
large percentage of our mines are expendable,
as are similar industries. When our people
went into those communities they knew what
they were going up against.

Following the hon. member’s argument a
little further, I am suggesting that if the
government were to take the responsibility
of looking after all these problems which
arise, then the government would be obliged
to take the responsibility for saying whether
new industries could start or new mines could
open. There would have to be an over-all
power that would say, “No, you cannot start
a mine there or you cannot start that industry
there because it is going to peter out in such
and such a number of years and you are
going to be a problem to our fund and our
fund is not going to be able to carry it”. I
say that you cannot have the one thing with-
out the other. I am suggesting that such
interference by government with industry
would mean the downfall of this country.

As I mentioned before, the hon. member for
Cape Breton South has had a great deal of
experience. The records show that the hon.
member was born in Londonderry, Colchester
county, which is part of my constituency, and
more commonly known as Acadia Mines. I
do not know at what age he left that area.
If he had chosen to remain there I suppose he
would probably have been the hon. member
for Colchester-Hants today. Nevertheless he
was born in a great part of our province,
called after Londonderry, Ireland. It is a
little late for St. Patrick’s day, but the tradi-
tion is still there. I suppose he recalls, as I
do, that at the turn of the century London-
derry or Acadia Mines was a thriving com-
munity with a population of something like
2,500. At night the sky would be red with the
reflection from the blast furnaces. All in all
there was a tremendous amount of activity
around that settlement at the base of the
Westchester mountains.

Today it is not a ghost town. However, it
would have been a ghost town if the hon.
member had had his say at that time and the
people had been moved out holus-bolus when
industry closed up shortly after the first world
war. Today we have not a community of
2,500 but we have one of about 500. It is
true that not many new houses are being
built. There are a number of old houses
falling down, and more being destroyed by
fire and time. Nevertheless in that little
community we have a great community spirit.
There are good schools. The people have a
fair number of automobiles, radios and tele-
vision sets. They have a great community
spirit. They have one of the best baseball
teams in Nova Scotia. But if my hon. friend
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had had his way these people would have
been moved out holus-bolus when that in-
dustry went down and what is now London-
derry would have been again just a
wilderness.

There is one other thing, Mr. Speaker, that
I would say and it is this. While many of
the mechanics and artisans from that plant
which closed were scattered to various parts
of Canada, they took with them the skills
learned there and they made a great contri-
bution to Canada, as I know my hon. friend
did with respect to Cape Breton when he left
Colchester county in order to go to there.

There is another thing I should like to say.
I do not think that Londonderry is done. I
believe time will show that in regard to the
mines. They were not really mines; they were
merely very rich pockets of ore which were
possibly worked out. There is plenty of ore
in those hills. I believe that the knowledge
that was gained by the people who worked in
those diggings, which was passed on to their
sons and which is retained in that community
by the people not being evacuated, as has
been suggested, is going to bring to the fore
the possibilities which are there. I believe
that once again the smoke will belch from a
great industry in what is now that quiet little
village.

Of course I could go on to mention several
other places in my constituency where similar
circumstances exist. I could mention the
village of Kempt Town. There is a coal mine
there; and with all respect to the Cape Breton
people and those of Pictou county and Cum-
berland county, may I say that the Kempt
Town seams are the one spot in Nova Scotia
where we really have what is practically
anthracite coal. Unfortunately the seams are
thin. The mine was closed, and it is closed
today. Nevertheless there is a great deal of
information possessed by the people whom my
hon. friend would have moved to Ontario
under his scheme. As I say, there is a great
deal of information still held by the residents
of that community. As a result of this
information which is passed on from father
to son, I believe that in time, that mine will
again be opened and that we shall have mined
in Nova Scotia a type of coal which is com-
parable to Pennsylvania coal.

What I have been saying, Mr. Speaker, has
perhaps not too much to do with the whole
problem. There is one point on which I
should like to correct the hon. member for
Digby-Annapolis-Kings. This afternoon he
stated that the Nova Scotia Light and Power
Company used coal entirely in firing their
boilers for the production of electricity. Un--
fortunately I am afraid that is not the fact.
I visited one of their plants when they broke



