
3i190 COMMONS
Woar Appr-opriation-Agr-ý,i',o'e

Mr. HLYNKA: The Financial Post of May
20, 1944.

An hon. MEMBER: You cannot disagree
with that.

Mr. HLYNKA: The reason why I attach
the value I do to this article is that it seems to
be compiled fairly well, and thie statistical
data he gives checks with what I have read
in otho.r publications.

Mr. BLAIR: Who publishes the Financial
Post?

Mr. HLYNKA: I arn sure that the publisher
of the Financial Post is not a Social Crediter;-
he may be a Liberal. The fact is that when
our farmers produced bacon which was too fat
they were docked for overweight. With tbe
experience gained in this war the farmers of
this country should ho assured a post-war
market. This article states that prior f0 tbe
war Denmark filled about sixty per cent of
t he needs of the British bacon market, Canada
filling only fro*m eightoon to fwenty per cent.
Great Britain should hc Canada's best bacon
market. But unloss we are able f0 produce
the qualify of bacon that the British people
want f0 buy, our farmers will find tbemselves
in the position in which tbey were prior to this
war. Every hon. momber from western Canada
knows that the situation was desperate at that
time, and statements have heen made on tbe
floor of this chamber that we will nover go
back. t0 pre-war days. Yet the situation seems
f0 be hoading that way. 1 suggesf f0 the
minister that ho and bis experts should sec to
it that matters are worked ouf in such a way
as to guaranfee a fair share of the national
incomo after the war to our farmors.

I do not want f0 raise any part icular objec-
tions to the present sfate of affairs at this time
becauso I fbink we must ail recognize that to
run any department during war time is not
an easy f ask. The Social Credif party is not
endeavouring to flght a Saskatchewan election
in this chambor, although other gentlemen may
seem to be concernod with fhat part icular issue
af this time. We are merely placing our viows
on this subjecf bofore the commitfeo becauso
wo beliove that this matter is of importance
f0 the farmers of Canada.

I sbould like f0 say a word about beef mar-
keting and the embargo placed upon the move-
ment of beef to the United States. Not long
ago I had an opporfunity of visiting our good
neiglibours to the soufb, and nof once during
my four days' stay thero did I sec beef on the
menus of the restaurants. Yef this affernoon
the hon. member for Lethhridge and the min-
ister wvcre mafching arguments as f0 the true
situation concerning beef. When the minister
and his depirtmenrt fuund that fhey wore
unablo f0 market ail the beef produced, surely
they could bave made arrangements wifbin
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fwenty-four hours f0 seli fo tbe United Statos
whaf beef fhey could not otherwise dispose of.

The farmers of Ontario were calling mas@
meetings and getting fogether from one end of
the province to, the other, sending resolu-
fions f0 this government f0 lift this particular
restriction so that they could soit their hoof
f0 the people in the United States wha needod
if af that time. But no action was taken.
Our people xvere told f0 take thoir cattIle back
home when they brougbt themn to the market.
That sort of situation cannot possihly be
justifiod. Surcly we sbould have taken advan-
t age of evory opportunity te seIl what we had
f0 selI, and the people of this country are in
a position f0 produce more if more is roquirod.

The Minister of Agriculture said that ho was
unablo f0 forecast what was going to happon
in the future, that overytbing doponded on the
law of supply and demand. That is an old
story, Mr. Chairman, and it will not stand the
test now. In the first place our people must
have all tho food that they roquiro, and our
farmors arc ready f0 produce ahl the food that
our people can consume. But in ordor that
the farmers may buy the commodities wbich
fhey necd in order te get along, they must
bo able o f0sou some of their surplus produets
f0 other countries. That subjoct bas been
discussed hy members of this group on many
occasions. The govornment bas always main-
tained that unless wo are able te export our
surplus products to othor countries, thon our
own people in Canada must go hungry becauso
we shaîl have no money. Affer this war we
must get down to brass tacks and assure the
people of Canada that they will nover, nover
go hungry again because we can produce al
the foodstuffs that we neod and still have a
surplus f0 expert f0 other nations. That is
the first thing we must ensure. Second. we
must ho ready f0 exchange our surpluses with
ofher nations. This talk that goes on from
time f0 time to the effect that everytbing
must ho based on gold or some other fictitious
basis will not hold wator affer this war. Mr.
Wilson. when ho was spoaking f0 one of theso
gentlemen, was given a plain indication of
what might ho expected. H1e was told: "We
will boy aIl the bacon and cheese and wheat
you want to selI us, provided that you buy a
like amount of British products in return.'
We must recognizo the fact that exohange of
goods is the basis of aIl trade. To repeat, we
must first of nîl produce f0 satisfy the needs
of our own people. Second, we must oxport
our surplusos in oxchange for tbe goods we
need. If the minister can assure our poople
of those two things, this committee and the
people of Canada will not blame him for the
difficulties fhaf. may arise.

Mr. BURTON: If is quite apparent from
the remarks of the Minister of Agriculture


