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corne under that class. The land a.-cnt at
Winnipeg, I arn sure, wilI know it. Anyone
connected with the work wjll know where the
unsuitable quarter sections are, and rny sugges-
tion is that the departrnent migbt modify
their regulations a littie. I do not think it
would involve any expense at ail, and ne one,
I arn sure, wouid ob.ject if these regulations
were rnodified a littie so that these rnen might
bo ariowed to go sornewhat further north
and take up land that is realiy fit for agricul-
tural purposes.

Mr. STEWART (Argenteuil): The hon.
mernber is asking sornething that is very diffi-
cuIt of accornplishrnent. 1 have had many
requests for second ho'rnestaads, but this opens
up a big question. I know there are many
cases where this might resuit in kaaping people
in the country; but when you open up the con-
sideration of the this question, you open up
a pretty wide problem. We have done it in
Saskatchewan and Albarta upon the recom-
mendation and authority of the provincial
goverondnt. Whare a man was triad out for
a series of years, made a failure and was de-
sirous of settling in the northern portions of
the province, if ha was recommended by the
provincial governrnent, we met thair requast,
not in very many instances, not as rnany as
one would think. In sorna instances that bas
been donc. Possibly sornething of the same
kind could be donc in Manitoba, but I have
looked into the matter pretty thoroughly and
a tramendous arnount of difficulty is entailad.
1 think the leader of the opposition (Mr.
Meighcn) two ycars ago, whan we were dis-
cussing this rnatter before, enurneratad a
number of the difficulties and pointed out how
dangerous it would be to ernbark upon a policy
of that kind. It rnight, however, ha worked
out in the way I have mentioned.

Mr. BANCROF: The minister surely
knows these are paculiar cases where immi-
grants who are unable to speak English are
settlpcl on land withoîît heing given any oppor-
tunity of selection at ail. If the minister ba8
ever been in that district, he wiil know my
description of it is fairly accurate. The land
after the bush is taken off is stony, scrub land,
and the stones are corning up every year. Youi
do not get rid of the stones by taking them
off the top as in sorne districts. The soit is a
very shallow loamn on a gravally subsoil, and
it is absolutely unsuitable for farrning opera-
tions. I arn referring to certain ridges and
there are not a great many cases. The minister
states that this is not a new departura, and
I arn sure there is not a more deserving case
in the whole of western Canada than the dis-
trict of which I speak.

[Mir. Bancroft.]

Mr. STEWART (Argenteuil): 1 shall be
glad to discuss the matter with the provincial
authorities, if rny bon. friand will interest them
in the rnatter.

Mr. WOODSWORTH: In endorsation of
what the hon. member for Selkirk (Mr.
Bancroft) bas said, I know that country and I
believe a great deal of it ought neyer to have
been hornestcaded. Some of it is fit for cattla
raising; it is flot fit for grain growing, and yet
these people wcre placed upon the land. Their
children are spending haif their time in pick-
ing up stones, and when they get the stonas off
there is nothing beneath that is worth culti-
vating. I also know, speaking of the cities,
that rnany of these people, driven off these
hornesteads, are drifting back to the city of
Winnipeg. We have thern there, unaccus-
tuuied tu work in the -city, unemployed, and on
the relief, whereas they came to this country
with the earnest expectation of making good,
and if they were given a chance in a new
Locality they would make good. It seem&
absolutely absurd to *go to the ends of the
earth in order to get more immigrants, while
we have in Canada people who would make
good if they were given a chance. I would
urgcntly request, under these circumstances,
that the suggestion made by the bon. member
for Selkirk ha carried out.

Mr. WARD: I support very strongly the
stand taken by the hon. member (Mr. Ban-
croft) ; I do flot think that any more worthy
sugges- ion bas been made in this ilcuse. But
I wouid not confine it to districts such as he
bas described. I believe that literaily thou-
sands of settiers who have left this coun-
try after becorning insolvent couid have hen
retained if w-e had had sorne such poiicy as bas
been suggested. 1 do not underestimaie the
dificuities that rnight ha encountered in evolv-
ing soe new arncndments tc the Hornestead
Act which wouid irniernent this proposai. I
have rcceived this session a nurnher of latters
frum observant business rnen in rny con-
sti uency who have watched the trend of
avents during a number of years, and thay
strongiy urge upen me to rnake reprasenta-
tions to the Minister of the Interior in this
regard. This I have donc cri one or two
cecasions; I bave requestcd that hlis matter ha
considered. These farmers have become in-
solvant not always it is true, because they
have heen settled on a stone pile, but very
frequentiy they hava failed through ne fault
of their own and they bava been forced to,
leave their farrns. I think that they should
be enabled to re-settia Wa rnust not forget
that many of those settlers ccrning in frorn


