
8433 ~AGUST 11, 1903 83

of that portion of the couutry where, you
hope the business wiil, in course of tinie,
develop to n pnyiug point, why should you
virtually give away, and not oniy that, but
also substnntially aid, the Une through this
valuable and fertile country ? Wbnt are
the compellIng reasons ? I see noue, noue
whatever. There la no reason in the ex-
perien-ce of the Intercolonial which will
justify the infereuce, that sncb a rond being
owued by the goverument and operated by
a commission, could uot be made as mucli
a success, so far as the general iuterests of
the country are concerned. It might not
yield us large divideuda, because you might
xîot develop the same large amount of busi-
ness. But the people of the country-and It
la the -people whose interests we are sup-
posed to consider-would be far better serv-
ed, their rights would -certninly be better
secured, by continuing n policy of publie
ownership and also carrying out the prin-
ciple of public operation when you come to,
the fertile beit, thaf portion of the road
which la going to, create trnffic for you.
Now, on the very threshold of this question,
I make this inquiry of myseif :Is there
now, or is there iikeiy to, be in the immediate
future, any need for our embarking oir an-
other railwny through the Noth-wetern
country ? Are we not actualiy anticipating
the requirements of that country by a con-
aiderable number of yea.rs ? Now, the idea,
if it is entertaned, that the whole western
country ca.n be ftlled with raiiways, and tilat
It will attract innumerable millions of people
f0 MIf it Up at once, is not well fouuded.
Yet that la the Iden that seems to underlie
flua proposition. There does not seem to be
any impression that you may be puttiug a
railway into that country long before the
time wheu I i eed be put there. Are you or
are you not dolng that,? My hon. frienda,
if they have flot information on that sub-
ject-and tbey canuot bave it-might well
have inquired luto the inatter. They might
well advise the Hlouse as to what are the
facts, and what are our own needs. Where
are the men who are competent f0 speak
who have ndvised this govemument that au-
other railway through that country, nortb of
the Canadian Northern, la requýired at thia
time, or that it will be requi.red in the im-
medinte future ? I have no mens of know-
ledge myseif upon that point. But la if not
a naturai query f0 maise ? How mnny trans-
continental rnilways do you want f0 con-
struct In one yenr ? One bas already been
sanctioned. Ia there no limif, or Is that
limit only the number of demanda made
upon us by lufluentiai corporations ? Is that
flue limit ? Now, that Is not a proper Ilmit.
tlint is not a legifimate limif, that la not a
limit that thîs parliament ougbt f0 listen to,
that is not a limit thnt thIa goverument should
respond to for onie moment. The question la.
whc'thuer there la real need for another rond
tbrougb that fertile country. I can under-
stand that if if was fhouglif desirable f0

construet another government raiiway you
miglit run it down between some of these
ronds that are now in existence, so as to have
some effeet upon their rates; but to, rn
another railway north tbirty or thirty-ive
mihles from the first raiiway, wlll be to en-
croach on ifs -territory. We ought to, bave
evidence as t0 whether such a condition of
things exista lu that western country which
renders it necessary for us to rush with
lieadlong haste to authorize the construction
stt enormous cost of two liues of raiiway
through that same country at the present
time.

Now 1 wish to direct attention for a
moment to the question of the location of
this new railway. 1 have spoken of it as
drawing to the north. 1 have beard it said
b)y people who profesa to know whereof
they speak that the Grand Trunk Pacific
hanve some assurance or expectation that
they are going to be aliowed to run south
of the Canadian Northern, and througli
some of these other roads that are nlready
coustructed in that section. WelI, if that
be true, and I cannot believe if is trile, I
lhink I find evidence, conclusive evidence
that it is flot true-but if it Is true, then I
say unhesitatiugly that no railwny com-
pany that cornes f0 pifriiament and gets a
charter to construct another lune between
them, south of the northeru liue and north
of the southern fUe, ought to get one dol-
lar of money from the public excliequer,
or one dollar of guaranfee. 1 say It would
be an outrage upon the people of Canada.
After that country is beginning to be peo-
pied, after a traffic exists In a rich country
hike thaf, if a company gets n charter, let
It go in and build n railway witb its own
means and on its own financial qtrengtli,
and flot a farfhing. should pasa from the
treasury of this country lu aid of its con-
struction. If another rallwny wis con-
sidered to be needed, it la the government
that should put It there, If they are going
to spend any money lu railway construc-
tion at aîl. Now 1 have reasons for thinlc-
Ing that that cannot be so, and I will fell
you why. I fi'nd this lu the preambie :

Wh*reas. by reason of the grnowth in popula-
tion and the rapid develoipment. lu the produ,,c-
tlvenesas and trade of Canada, and eapecialiy of
the western part ýthereof. and1 wilh a view ta
the opon.tng up of new territiory -avallable for
setilement.

Now you see Iying- at the very thres-
hold of thia whole mensure la this soiemiu
declaration thaf the object for whlch these
enormous respousibilities are f0 be assuied
la to open up new territory which la' now
unsettled. Then it must be beyond tlic
reach and scope of the present settiernents
in that country, and an) thîs question fairly
arises I want to know, you want to Icnow,
and the country wii want to know, what Is
the exteut of the country fInit needs to be
served by rqilroads and which is sf111 un-
peopled ? What la the extent of thagt cotîn-
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