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nn1d to give it ail the knowviedge it is in my
power to give at this moment, in order to
satisfy a very legitimate curiosity.

First, Sir, perlîaps it wouid flot be amiss if
1 w-ere to address myseif at once to a ques-
tion whiehi has corne 10 us from different
quarters, and which niay find an echo witbin
these wails. Why this new enterprise ?
Why this expenditure ? Why should
parliament ho caIlefi upon to assent to such
a policy as is bere indicated ? M'e asic par-
liament to assent to this policy because we
beiieve-nay, w-e feel certain, andI certain
beyond a doubt-that ia so doing we give
voice andi expression to a sentiment, a
latent but deep sentiment, which is to-day
iii the immid, andi stili more in the heart, of
every Canadian, that: a railwny to extenfi
froui the shiores of the Atlantic ocean to the
shores of the Pacifie ocean, and to be, every
inch of it, on Canadian soit, is a national. as
well as a commercial necessity. That sncb
n rond must bo built, that b. is, i the Ian-
guage which I have used, n national and a
commercial necessity, that il is a corollary
of our status as a nation. that it is a re-
quisite of our commercial developmeat, is n
proplosition to which, Up to this moment, 1
have heard no dissent.

Exception has been taken 10 the immed-
late necessity of building such a rond, ex-
ception has been talcen to the policy which
we have to suggest for the immediate con-
struction of such a road ;but as to the idea
itself 1 have neyer heard a word of op-
position, nor do 1 helieve that such a word
will be heard la the debate. The first of
these objections, that is to the immediate
construction of such a road, in be dispos-
ed of, 1 believe, with a single observation.
To Ihose who urge upon us the policy of
to-morrow, and to-morrow, and to-morrow;
to those w-ho tell us, Wait, wait, ýwait ;to
those who advise us to pause, 10 coasider,
to retleet, to calculate and 10 inquire, our
ansu-er is :No, this is not n lime for de-
liberation, this is a lime for action. The
flood of tide is upon us that teads on to for-
tune ;if w-e let it pass it mny neyer recut-
again. If w-e let it pnss, the voyage of our
national life, hrigl?ît as it is to-day, will
be bount inl shaliuws. We cannot wail,
because time does flot watt ; we an-
Dot wait because, la these dnys of wonder-
fnl development, lime lost is douhly lost;
we cannot wait, because at this moment there
is a transformation going on la the con-
ditions of our national lIfe which il would be
fol-ly to ignore aad a crime 10 overlool,
we cannot wait, because the prairies of
the North-west, ýwhicb for countless ages
have been roamed over by the wild bords
of the bison, or by the scarcety tess wlld
tribes of roti man, are now invaded from ail
sides by the -white race. They came last
year 100,000, and stiti thoy come la sth11
greater numbers. Already lhey are aI work
opening the long dormant soli alrendy
tboy are at work sowing, harvesting and
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reaping. We say tuai to-day it is the
duty of the Canadian goverinnent. it is the
duty of the Canadianl parliament, it is the
duty 0f ahl those wbo hav-e a mandate froin
the people 10 attend to the nieeds and r-
quiroments of Ibis fast growing conlîiY,
to give heed 10 tbat condition of tlîiJigs.
WTe consider that: il is the duty of ail thowse
wlîo sit witliin these w-ails by the will off
the people, 10 provide imumediate ineas
whereby the products of those new settlers
mluiî find an exit to the oc-caon at tbe lea'zt
poss~ible e!ost. anîd w-hereby, iikew iso-. a nir-
lot nay be baund lu thisý non- megion lfor
th, se wý--ho toi iii tue fore.sîs. iii the tieidls, lu
the- mines. in time shops of tht ofider pro-
xiiîes. sluehI is oui, duty it i-s iminol-
(1fi1lte ani ilu1pera th e. Lt is n t of to-
înloir.w.V but of Ibis da.%. of thmis b1our
andi of tuis muiinte. Ilentvomi grant liait

il be flot aiready 100 laIe ;henven grant that
a-hiist we tarry and dispute, the Il-nde off
Canada is muot deviated 10 other chan-
nets, and Ihat an ever vigilant com-
petitor doos not laIte ta himsoif the trade
that properiy beiongs ta those wbo acknowl-
edge Canada as their native or their adopt-
ed land. Upon 1h15 question we feel that
oui' position is absoiulely safe and secure;
\IO teet tbat il corresponds ta the beatiîîgoff
every Canadian hearî.

Wlith regard ta the plan whicb w-ve have
adopted for the construction of the road,
there, may be honost and honourablo differ-
ences of opinion. The House tcnows thero
have beon nlrendy sucti differences off opin-
ion, bonourablo and bonest, because it bas
been our misfortune 10 lose one 0f our col-
leagues upon Ibis question. We make bolti
ta say, however, that w-e stand upon very
fil-m gi-ound. and it w-l be my duty to pi-e-
sent ta the House the reasons which have
led up la tbe policy w-hicb w-e bave ndoptod
and the rensons wbich w-e can invoke in
favour of ils support.

Our conception thal Ihis rond, la order to,
give ta the people the full benefit ýwhlch
ttîey have n rigbt ta expeet from it, sbould.
extend w-oslw-rd from the heart of the
maritime provinces, from the 10w-n of M-None-
ton, nI the juncture off the tw-o uines mhich
proceed from Halifax and from St. John. 1
know very weil that nmongst those wbo op-
pose our poiicy there are a good many w-ho
maiîilain that il is sufficient that such n road
slîouid be constructed from Quehec west-
ward 10 the Pacifie ocean ;thnt Ihere is
no neoti w-hatever of extending thnt rail-
w-ny from Quebec 10 Moncton because,
belween Quebec anti Moncton, Ihere is
nlrendy the Intercolonial Rnitway. Sir,
tie answ-er which we have bo malte 10 Ibis
objection is plain, obvious, calegorical, per-
emiptory and paramouat ;lihe answer is
that the Intercolonial neyer was ialended,
amîd iever w-as conceived, aîîd mever was
hîîitt foi- transcontinental traffie. Tiie Inter-
colonial was first conceived as -n miiitary
rond. It was built and located for potiti-
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