
intelligence is crucial in order to traCK clown me iitt9c w, ut. -.

ams. With 179 Member States, Interpol is second only to the UN in ternis of
membership and would seemn to be best placed for developiflg a database of il licit
weapons seizures. The Interpol Weapons and Explosives Tracking System database
(MWETS), coverîng ail small arms right up to anti tank missiles, is the oiily completely
international database for stolen and recovered weapofls. However, the IWETS
database has not been used to its full capacity. The vast majofity of participation in the
database, around 85 percent, is frorn European countries whilst information and co-
operation from the Arnerican hemisphere is less than 5 Percent.& Interpol plans to
provide developing countries with computers, software packages and training but they
rernain under resourced.

Recommendations
" Allocate more resources te Interpol for the further development and implementation

of the MWETS database in developing countries.
" Develop a system for centralized information collection and dissemination te provide

accessible data on national legisiation, international agreements and statistics on
firearms-related issues, such as gun deaths, seizures and control efforts (e.g. public
destruction, amfinesties).

e Promote transparency of lUght weapons fiows through the development of
international and regional registers or databases on the import expert and national
Production of light weapons (e.g. through regianal organisations such as*OAS)

" Register ail arms brokering agents and require thern to be subject te lioensing
procedures. Ail brokers should be registered on a centralized database.

" Promoate development cf regional andfor global databases of authorised
manufacturers, importers, exporters carriers of firearms, as discussed in OAS
negotiations.

" Make statistics on seizures publicly available te facilitate research and palicy
development.

*Provide the United Nations with country reports on illicit, traffickiiig, as directed by
UNGA resolution.

4. Stem recycling and trafficking
Direct measures designed te prevent and interdict illicit light weapons trafficking are the
first element in a comprehensive contrai program. Govemments need to develep more
international laws in this area, and institute stiffer penalties for smuggling and ilegal
possession. They must also improve border control through co-operation and
technological improvements. In addition, more resources need te be dedicated ta
intercepting and uncovering illicit weapons, and facilitating improved Roricîng. border
central, information exchange and tèctinological development

Govemments and regional bodies should also prioritise destruction. Weapons seized or
collected alter a confiict or threugh civilian amnesties are seldamn destroyed. They later
retum te circulation as the resuit of poor stockpile management theft, or discrepancies
between domestic contrai efforts and expert policies. In times of tension, warehouses
can be broken into and weapons stolen, as occurred recently in Aibania. The only way
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