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CANADA'S AIR POLICY
given to the military potential of aircraft
.than to the civilian possibilitiés. This was
certainly the. case’in Canada, -where first the
Air Board in 1919 and then the Department of
National Defence in 1922 were:given contrel of
both civilian and military:aviation. That de-
cision, I suppose, -was:a natural one in.view
of the fame acquired in the Great War by Cana-
dian aviators:and of the-achievements: of Cana-
dian ‘aircraft-plants. in: the preduction of mil-
itaryand training aircraft. Names-like Bishop,
Barker, Collishdw, MacLaren, McLeod and others
.continue to inspire-the:admiration of Cana-
dians for their daring exploits, and justly
go. But I think it-is. to be regretted- that the
remarkable achievements in'aircraft productien
by Canadian firms during tbe-samé war seem to
have been largely forgottem.
" And these achievements were:remarkable too.
1-have learned, for example, that in'the short
space of eighteen months over 3,000 trainer
aircraft:were produced by a Toronto plant
mainly for the use of the United Kingdom. I
also learned that several dozen flying-boats,

with wing-spans as large as World:War Two

bombers, were produced for the United States
Government.... . o .
CIVILIA.N ‘PRODUCTION

:On .the pProduction side, - the aircraft:in-
dustry, like other:industries, -has. been:able
.to:apply to civilian-production the-lessons
that were learned and the discoveries that
were made during the period of the war when
advances, which would'normally have required
-years, were -made in.a short: space of time, It
.is accurate to say, I.believe,-that the gas-

turbine engine. would not yet be in genmeral.use 1

nor would the electronic devices and safety
‘equipment be so-far advanced had it notbeen’
for the stimulus provided during. the- late war.
.It'is unfortunate that it-takes-a war to:ac-
celerate such-developments:but some:comfort
‘can be derived f?ém'tﬁetr subsequent applica-
tion. to peacetime 'aviation. S
And I am: sure-that the $105 milliéen.which
the Government. hag provided for capital:assis-
-tance since the outbreak in Korea to stimulate
the production of military-aircraft-will'in
-the lohg run' indirectly agsist in the‘produc~
tion of civilian-types. _
"Theré is also'a relationship between the
military and civilian operationofaireraft:..:
An‘excellent example...is the participation
in the Korean air'lift of aircraft of both:the
RCAF- and Canadién Pacific Airlines....” ' -
Canada is now playing & major part in both
civilian and ‘military aircraft’production-as
well. -During the last war Canadian plénts were-.
-devoted largely to producing aircraft designed
by other nations. To some’ extent theyare still
producing aircraft of foreign.design, although

often -with Canadian modifi¢ations. But now |

they are-also designing and preducing distinc-
tively Canadiah aircraft, both civil and:-mili-
.tary.
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Inimilitary production. the Canadian-built
.F86 "Sabre"®. jet, withiwhich our air division
in:Burope is: equipped, forms:the main:line of
defence from .attack across the Iroen:Curtain,
The completely:Canadian development through
all stagesof the powerful all-weather fighter,
-the CF-100, and of the "Orenda" jet engine are
achievements of which the Canadian industry
‘can be proud. And-we:are:also- producing jet-
training planes, - the T33'without which: we
'would have no pilots:to: fly our fighters.
~ -While unfortunately, due to:the "told war”,
‘we have. been forced to concentrate on:military
-production, Canada's record.of production-of
civilian-aircraft-isa’ commendable one. We
'were- the first.nation on this continent to
'design-and preduce a jet-liner; unfortunately
rits  further development had to be arrested by
the requirements of military production after
-the outbreak of war én Korea. Itiwas our air-
craft industry which successfully:wedded a
British-type engine with:an American-designed
air-frame:to produce the "North Star",:a craft
which has given-splendid service not only-to
the RCAF'and - the Canadian airlines-but also
.the ‘British Overseas- Airways Corporation. -And
of course, I must not fail to mention-those
-hard-weorking-aircraft, the ™QOttef”.and the
"Béaver", which-have eamed a popularity far
-beyonnd our borders.:.. ‘ S el

_SERVICES TO AVIATION

On the commercial:side, for many .years ‘the
Department of Transport has been providing
such services' as radio-ranges, - the construc-
tion and improvement of airfields and runways,
meteorological:reports, - the licensing of pi-
lots and other' regulatory functions. In fact,
the Government has over half a billion dollars
invested in facilities of this nature.:In:ad-
dition, it has been:making grants-of-$100 to
flying - clubs.and.schools for each graduate
student ih order to:'increase the ‘number-aof
Canadians who hold private licences...:

In the regulation of the commercial aiir:
services, the Government has tried to follow
the palicy which:wouldibe in the best inter-

estg of the nation and of the industry. After

the last war as you know, :the number of com-

‘mercial operators-mushroomed and-the Govern-

ment attempted:to-bring about conditions where
each' operator would have an opportunity:to-get

" established, unhampered by chaetic conditions

arising out of unregulated:competition. " )

But I will assure:you that the Government
does not necessarily intend to guarantee every
operator-a permanent monopoly in his area. We

.~do"wish-to avoid the situation which existed
in our railway-building era, when companies

were permitted- to construct lines in a ter-
ritory served by rivals:when there'was not
even sufficient traffic:to.sustain:one line.:
Perhaps the classic example of this kind of
folly was:the construction of three:rival
parallel lines between-Montreal and Toronto
at.a time'when:there was sufficient business
for-only one..:.




