
orests are a living resource. Th.y are
recognised for their roi. in rnaintairnng
and protecting the clirnatic and physical
environment.

As reservoirs of a country's wcter supply,
for.st catchments are the source of fresh
wrter for agriculture, tidustryý household
and recreation. Thes. catchmerits are con-

served an~d manaqe ta provide clean water
supply for the country. Furthermore, Malaysia
seIdom experienc.s severe drought, and this is
important for ensuring the successful develop-
mient andi production of agricultural crops.I Locatedi lust north of the Equator, Malaysia îs
blesse. with abunç1cnt sunshine and rainf ail,
and is home ta vast stretches of ev.rgreen tropi-
cal rain forests. Out of a total land area of 32.86
million ha (a hectare equal. 2.5 acres), soine
20. 10 million ha or about 681% are under forest
covOL. Anoth.r 4. 19 million ha have been plant.d
with tree crops hringmnq the total area under for-
es n t rops t 4.29 mlinha or74% of the


