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'™ really concerned that the free trade
l issue is only going to create tensigns
and frustrations in Canada, just as things ‘
I were getting better, g +.35 13
: Toddy, very few Canadian companies develoo
and manufacture world class products which _
I can competeinternationally. -.06 +.31 48
If our economy becomes any more closely
tied ro the American economy we will lose _ :
I our political independence. =09 +,04 46
All the discussions. about free trade may
I matter to husinesses, but free ut'rac[e wirt't
make any differénce to the average
Canadian worker, -.78 +.42 37
IG [ think a free trade deal with the:
Americans 15 important enpugh that we
should be prepared to change our basic
social system including things like
unemployment insurance and health
insurance. - &0 NIA 3]

Note: NfA indicates that these were new issues statements and tracking data is not.
available, o A

The data suggest an overwhelming -- and increasing -- '¢onseénsugs (73%) that the United
States will not do Canada any special favburs. So too is the suspicion thar Americans
may be out to take advantage of us gaining ground. Conviction that Canada must
maintain her independence rermains strong for 67% of all Canadians. Tracking dara
ingicate that the overall consensus about the rop issues defiping the debate remdins
relatively unchanzed. The belief that Canadians must suffer short term adjustnients for
long term benefits in the event of any freer trade agreement persists (61%). At the same
tirne, there is virtually equivalent conviction thart if it costs consumers more to remain

distinctively Canadian, then this is a price most are willing to pay.
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