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Chapter II

NATIONAL AIMS

The ultimate interest of any Canadian Government must be the progres-
sive development of the political, economic and social well-being of all
Canadians now and in future. This proposition assumes that for most
Canadians their “political” well-being can only be assured if Canada con-
tinues in being as an independent, democratic and sovereign state. Some
Canadians might hold that Canada could have a higher standard of living
by giving up its sovereign independence and joining the United States,
Others might argue that Canadians would be better off with a lower stand-
ard of living but with fewer limiting commitments and a greater degree
of freedom of action, both political and economic. For the majority, the
aim appears to be to attain the highest level of prosperity consistent with
Canada’s political preservation as an independent state. In the light of
today’s economic interdependence, this seems to be a highly practical and
sensible evaluation of national needs.

Basic National Aims

In developing policies to serve the national interests, the Government
has set for itself basic national aims which, however described, embrace
three essential ideas:

—that Canada will continue secure as an independent political
entity;

—that Canada and all Canadians will enjoy enlarging prosperity
in the widest possible sense;

—that all Canadians will see in the life they have and the contribu-
tion they make to humanity something worthwhile preserving
in identity and purpose.
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