
234 THE EDuCATIONAL REVIEW.

*1I<I

,1

'I

1'
k ~ ti

~i.

vil

k

rd 4

il I

k
~:

h'

xl

Earoh and Ite High Days.
Ei.EANOR RoiBuisoN.

The Roman'nameof this montli was Martius
frorn Mars, the god of war. A more appropriate
narne in ou.r climate is that given to it by the Anglo,-
Saxons, wlio called it Hiyd Monath, that is, the
loud or stormy montli. Among the Romans the
year began in March,and in the 'English calendar
Mardli 25tli was the first day of the year-until 1752.

Thuls in modern editions of Pepys' Diary we find,
for example, the days fron January i st to Mardi
25th, 1664, witli the date of botli years, 1663-4. Botli
in England and Scotland there is an old seying
whicli represents March as -borrowing three days
frorn April, and the last tliree days of Mardi are
called "tlie borrowed days. The old rhyme says:

"March borrowed fromn Averff,
Tbree days, and tbey were iii."

and another runs thus:
The first, it sali be wind and weet,
The next, it sall be snow and sleet,
-The third, it sali be sic and freeze,

Sali gar (make) the birds stick to the trees."'

And everyone is fainiliar. witli the image of Mardli
dégoing out like a lion."

-Dry weather in Mardli is favorable to the grain
crops, lience thie saying "A bushel of Mardi dust is
worth a King's ransom.

We find the. days of the ptron saints of Wales
and of Ireland in Mardli. The first day of tie
montli is sacred to St. David. Tiere are many
legends about tliis patron of' Wales, but very little
is reilly known of lis life. He is thouglit to have
been a bishop in Walesîn tlie sixth century, and the
date of 1is deatli lias been put at 6oi A. D. His
shrine is in the churci at St. David's. In
Sliakespere's "Henry V," Lînellen, the Welshman,
says to tlie king: "I do pelieve your majesty tiakes
no scorn to wear the leek upon St. Tavy's day." And
tie king answers: "I wear it for a, mernorable lior,
for I arn Welsi, you know, good countrynlan."

Tlie traditional èxplanation of the wearing of the
leek is that King Arthur won a great victory over
tie Saxons in a garden -wlere leeke grew, and tliat
St. David ordered that every one of the King's
soldiers sliould ,wear a Ieek in lis cap in honor of
the victory.

A round the naine of St. Patrick, the patron saint,
of Ireland, lias gatliered a mnass of legends, in whicli

fal-se and true, beautiful and ghastly, foolish and
instructive stoi es are brouglit together. This con-
fusion is partly owing to, the fact that the naine
Patricius seerns to have been comrnonly used in the
sense of noblernan or gentleman. Moreover, another
Patrick was sent to Ireland as bishop by the Pope

about the time that the suibjeot of this sketch began
his work there. Irish writers mention allso a third
ecclesiastic of the sanie narne, so, that it is not sur-
prising that the accounts of the saint have been
confused. The following facts, liowever, are pretty
generally acoepted. St. Patrick was born ini Scot-
land at or near Dumbarton, about the end of the
fourtli century, and of Cliristian parents. Wlien a
boy of fifteen lie was taken prisoner by pirates and
sold as a slave in Ireland, probably in county
Antrim. Here hie tended cattie for six years, and
then mnade his escape, but hie soon forrned the plan of
going back to IreIand as a missionary. Where and
how hie was trained for bis work is not certain. He
lived among lis relations in Britain for some tirne,
and tliey begged him, not to leave thern4 but bie
could',not forget the needs of the Irisli people, and
in dreans hlie erd voices oalling him to, corne to
them. At last lis plan was carried out. He says,
"Tlianks be.to God, tliat àfter very many years the
Lord granted unto them according to tlieir cry."
For over forty years lie worked in Ireland, travel-
ing from place to place,. and risking deatli and
slavery, teaching, baptizing, and founding dhurcies.ý
1raditions ail agree that hie died oni tlie 17th of
March . The year is uncertain, but 469 seern the

rnost likely date; lie was probably buried at Down-
patrick. St. Partick was tlie first great rnissionary
whor went out from Bitain, and this alone would
conunend his life, a lioly and us.eful one, to our re-
membrance. The practice of wearing a slirock
on bis day is thouglit to have begun frorn lis habit
of using the trifoliate leaf as an image of the Holy
Trinity.

Tlie 25tli of Mardi lias bee n kept since very early
tirnes, as the day on whicli is commernorated. the
Annunciation 1of the Blessed Virgin'1«ary; that is,
the levent recorded in tlie first chapter of St. Luke's
Gospel, of the Angel Gabriels colming to the Virgin
'witli the message that the Saviour of the world was

to be born of lier. This levent lias been a favorite
subject witli artis.ts, and is portrayed in some of the
most"beautiful pictures in tlie.world. The day is
cornmonly éalled Lady Day'
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