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ing the Code from one end to the other, no substantial indi-
cation of any other intention will be found. Then what is
the difficulty? There is no dispute as to the jurisdiction
of the preliminary Court; the only point made is in the as-
sertion that a corporation cannot be compelled to come
there. But the corporation may be quite willing to go there,
and to have the case investigated there. It will be time
enough to take these troubles seriously when they really
arise; and they have not arisen in this case. T think it clear
that I should refuse this application; that I should say to
these persons, who desire to lay a criminal charge: “ Take
the same course which every one else has to take, and then,
if you meet with difficulty in that way, and cannot get over
it, come to me, or go to the Attorney-General and get leave
to lay a bill of indictment before a grand jury.

Some reference has been made to amendments of the
Code. The object of those amendments is very plain. Tt
was to put it beyond any shadow of doubt that corporations
stand in the same position as others against whom criminal
prosecutions are taken; that they were not sheltered by
technicality or otherwise in any way. But it is said, that, if
that be so, then Parliament has omitted to provide for a
case in which there is to be an indictment. If so, such a
provision may have been left out because it was not deemed
necessary. Of course, Parliament may be mistaken in its
views of what the law is; but I do not purpose to determine
now whether it was or not, if such were the cause of the
omission.

Raney: I directed your Lordship to three cases, two of
them cases in the Divisional Court. :

His Lordship: You had better wait till you have gone
to the Police Court.

Raney: What would be the use of going to the Police
Court? They would refer me to these cases and say there
ig prohibition here.

His Lordship: Have you any objection, Mr. Geary, to
this case taking the ordinary course?

Geary: Not at all, your Lordship.

His Lordship: I should also point out how inconvenient
it would be, if any one who wanted to avoid going to a pre-
liminary inquiry could come here. How would the pre-
siding Judge proceed? Some preliminary imquiry must
necessarily be made, and one may think that, in these days,
it should be of the same character as that which the Code



