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British Columbia Fisheries'. Report for 1916
Révjèw of Important Commercial and Scientifle Document Issued show the maximum product of the spawning beds,-the harvest

by the Provincial Fisehrles Department, Vletoria. that may be reaped four years after the beda have been abund-
antly seeded, The catches in the lean years show the minimum

The report of the ProvIncial FisheSies Department for the produict Of the spawning beds and are the natural result of a fail-

year 1916 has just been Isoued by the Kines Printer. As uRual it ure te seed theBe same beds abundantly.

ï 4s a valuable publication, contalning many specIal papers, includ- If the beds were as abundantly s"ded In the lean years as they

g "The Regualtion of the Pacific Halib t Fishery," the "Egg Pro- are in the big years, they would produce, as abundantly.

ditc-tion of tbe Halibut," a "Contribution te the IÀfe History of the . Since the bedB were abundantly seeded in 1909,--a big yeaT,--

Pacifie Herring," and "The Llfe of the Pacifie OYster-CulUivation," the catch in rthat year represented that proportion of the total run

he4ýides report& from the fishtug and 8pawning grounds of the prin- that waa in excess of the number necessa-ry to stock all the beds.

dpal streams et the Pro The catch of 1913 was the products of the abundant seedlng In

The report proper deals extensIvely with the salmon fishery 1909,-the natural re-oult of that &bundant seeding. Notwîthotand-

of the Fý-aser River District. It reviews the history af salmon ing the tact that the, catch In 1913 was very much greater than In

fýsh1ng In that district--which lnclude-s the waters of bath the any former Year, Investigation disclosed that a sufficient number

I -Province and the State of Washington thrleugh which the sockeye of ýhe flsh escaped capture and passed abo-ve, the fishing 114ts

seeking the Fraser Io captured,--îand traces. the decline in the that year to have stocked &il the beds as ebundantly as in 1909,

ÇMch in the last years and the reasons for it, in such clear and "The catches -of 1909 and 1913, great as they were, were net

Icmeeable language as te comm d the W-tention of the authorities made et the expense of the capital stock-of the foundation of the

_ýon both otites of the International boundwy line. It is an able run, The catches made In 1909 and 1913 disclose the vast num-
bers that May be. safely taken from every yeai'is run when the

proftntation of the case.
bedE are abundantly seeded. The catchie:s in the lean Years are

The value of the fishery products of the Province for the Year growing legs, beciause they are made at rLhe, expense of the fish
éQdfng March Slet, 1916, is ehowii te have tdtaled $14,538,320, or necessary te seed the beds. They are an overdratt on the rune
40M per cent of the fishery products of the Dominion, whiel, t of the future. The runs can nelther be maintaliied nor bullt up un-

7bS. As in recent years this proyince again lead the
-,lxled $35,860, der such Snmtiong.
.,.Provinces of the Dominion in the value of Its fi&herY PrOducts,

Arîtish Columbla exceeded NoVa Seotio, by $5,371,469.00, and exý "If, for a perlod of lean years all the figh which return from

eeeded the total oombined. fishery produer, of &II the other 1)'rO- the sea, were permitted to reach the spawning beds and there tu

Iîinces of the Dominion by $2,482,783.00. apawn, the runs in those years wlould eventually reach the prolpor-

1; of the, Province dons of a big year. It le, sImply a matter of conservIng the brood
NDtwithotanding the tact that the fisherie -Previous stock----ot seeding the spawning bedz."

$Iww an incroase In value of $3,023,234 over that of the y "The salmon industr'y does net dePend uPon the montes inveet-
the quantity of the leadinýg specles or fle.11 caug 'rice reoeived, ed In canneTIeýi, boats and gear. It depends upûn the number of

lesg, The gain lu value tg due to an lucrgase In the p salmon which escapý- capture and successfully spawn. The fiah that
ter the catch. aDe tLre the stock In trade. If the catch is not confinel te that

sh marketed, salmon PrOduÇcd $10,726,818; herring, ffle
Of the ý fi proportion of the total number of fleh In the run that la Iii excesa

ký,t1,009i708; halibut, 41,972,000; cied, "00,049; oysterS and clains, ofthe numbers neefflsary te seed the beds, ît Is made at the ex-

$98,130. The ilst of specles marketeld included twenty-one varie- pense of the capital stock of the lnd.ugtry."

The salmon pack for the calendar Year lglg totaled 995,065 For the past fourteen years the reports of the Provincial Fish-
erté8 I)eP«xtment have called attention te the conditions on the

eases, sa agaînm 1,133,881 ca"s in 1915. The pack of 1916 Is val

at $10,726,818, as agalnWt $8,018,835 In 1915, a decrease Of 139>- Fraser River opawning beds whIch forecasted the ýdepletion,,af the,
runs in the leem years. Thýt net enough fleh reached those bedo

16 caaes end an Increase In value , of $2,701,993. te Maintain oubeàQuent rang.

Th e saimon .pac .k In the F 'razer River District whIeh Includes The histaryof the fishing in the FYaser ILiver District for tho
411» tà,tch, from the waters of the Fraser River. Guli of GeSgia and

lo In the State Past fOurt8ên years la a record of depletion--a record of excessive
,4uan. de pucs, Straft In the Province and the channe fishing la the lean yeaTs. A record of the fallure on the part of

waolàipÈt'on jeadjng te the. Fmger River, In 1916 waa. the ýmalI- 'the authorittes of the St&te of Washington to realize the, necessity
t 1 ever recorde .îhere, nôtWithstaieng a notable Incrffle In t1le

biýt little ùsed in fermer Y«WB. The If,00ngerv4ng a fflat Mhery, notwithfftandIng the convinetng evi-
k of chlim Salmon, 8; «Vecies uced a demee RUbmàtted to them, by agents of thelr own crettion, tw
1 catch ýof sockeye àalmon in the entire Dlgt*kt prod ý 1 digaster was ImPendin-g te one of their Industries.
k of y 110,478 taaeS. Of that amoluft, Provincial cannert ;The Can"kn authortties, on the other býMd, bY their Prflent.

biit 32,146 caseé, or 80 per cent.; SUd the:_ canaffl In the

ertkf Wiashington 78,419 cases, or TO -Der cëntý Ments and "ta, evinced in unmieakable manner, theïr wWingneus

pack of Wckeyle galmon te deal 6qU&relY mid oAequ&tely with eanditilons thaï foretold de-,
l'he reP(>r.t 911ea a tabulation of tbe, pletion, sud to join with the State of Washington or the United

in River D
lot the ose Aight yeu-E4 which affords a States GOver=eut, In, legielation -to.prevent IL

of washIngton ý »mt&ndiug oteondttibno In both ThrOughout the engotiations between C«nadian and the &Late
ehengyel ba818 for an Und

state WMOM of that dWrict. It dloî>I&Ye the VRst of Wa8Mngton iuthorttteii the former has urged the passage'ot.".
cJal and big and the lean yean. 1 for the en- %trlc«ve Meuuru tôi,,both PwvivýcW and Statê watem ploilow-
pee In the icM-;h In the ing tbt fflerenee In ths proportion of 'e 14yestigatlon in 1906 of a joint commission mpiesentIng

dixtrict, as Výell as the gna the Dominion of C state of wm-a-,.
catch in the-î1;tM,ý &nd provincial waters, w-)dalso & dacllne In ana4a and the Governor of the

run It tb» lian yeoIrs. Tte paýý,k for t ' he ye= 1 giVen Includeà inîton, thA fS=er approved the unaM-mous findlngs of that body'

,kwt rWo WK y0are (Iýft à 1913) and.1be last.0jX lean 7efflo. am îpa"ed aa recommendéd, fm ffler It COUnCil WhIch tulp$«Aed

10, 1911, lm,:emd jýj4, j9jSý and »16). Topther they ponti- all aockeye fi-8hing la Ule' Canadiau veters of the FYader RIver

the l&* two four-YAgz c"l .Ag or the = to the, Xlriageon The Dietrict during the,,yem M6 and JOU, wjld#lona uD(ýn tbe les-

t»tuj for the e&ght y"" je 5,775.2 .97:MA*O. or which 1,939.- islatttre of the State of Wa2bhigton pus1tig an Act eu#penditg 6e

case«, or s1p p« centý Were, packed- In the PT«ý1-nce and. 3,816e sockeye rishtng in thRir w&,tels or thmt district in both Igod Me:

eues or 68.0 p« e*X. In 'Washington. in every recent year, 1908. The legigiature or tbÊé state refused ýû09"11e té àla. an

that of 19I6ý t 4ý cattqi of eoekoiè 1,11, the, gute witem ýot 4çt, wboreapon the Domfnion Aet wae ree$Me&

In PTOv-emoi«l wMem :The Dack lu 1"s Great eritain and'the uÈtted.,Mmea 'T'eo*nt"g gé.

e staýo, in the two big yeffl elceeded ýh6 paek frm provin- flesimbwty or uniform and effectilve MemWes ýf0r tbe protectféh,

hy ZA11,03 mmee,ý,ot more, than lèo per CML Ths preeervatlon and proompvtIon ef food flehics In waters contiguôux
là th.9 etïte lu j»q exceeded the eomblnod pack In -Pro»da- te the Dominion of O="& end the United $ýteeM," concleed a

ere 01 t:, l"t two big yýMr% (1909 and 1913), The wekeya convention for that purpose ý,nd afflilitèÉl an InterabUonul (Dom.'

tu the sttte In thle str est YA«" e1ceeaed the téoý In. Pro- MieziOn, wnshnLug of ete person naàned b3r each 00yertmem tô

ilt, *Oie ýean by IOU,74J5 CUee,. S IÈ7 péý cent lAyettpate corkditions for the protection and *rboerlgtton or

4ecilule lu thlý eat44 lu the leolu yeard ïx.proomnDed. Thél floheg. That ooýmmteMon ügteed. i»on a wef6rm system for the:
wagez In 1916 *As pl"733 cases leu thýM thtt'. prçtectïDtý prêter7atiôn, and préjýKat1ôn Of tbe g0mot tu the

uttli"l"r' 4 4eý0 61 doge te thrffl bund"d ffl Pr&" Myler District TbLe eumdt=

a.ýkY-o,,tUe $4" 4Z4 :proYed of tbe en&ng and &nzKmnCed tts *UliMpêfo te adopt for:F,,

et'tlO«$ toS* bier wator», tbe lrt«ýti0ffl Drovkwý 1,be îwuatib ýïi lhe t1niwi
-iffl reporto of thé tý«Xrt. StatiM, aft$r yft-M c« delay. refued jý»rùçýa the,J1ýr*y 1 end e0ayentioâ

t *ýl
- eýÀ tâtWy fb Ur , ears wid ==Mto>ble. 0W 4" b"x Ï4 owl ladt4getma 01 t4ijkja.

ci te ý tt* ertperý, 'rh*,
reeord or tbe state « wa4htnxtôt Io eue of ItAetteýu. lema, oui*

ýM the tbXe aa the ot týh» wsoblutoil inecu* by',

1« 16M «»0tràéý1 WintBg"u to *014 tbe 1 t" th" it


