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dians than it ougbt to be ; and some popular errors will be
found corrected in these few pages, so that the reader will
not only find it advisable to give attention to their contents,
but will probably be led to further and more extended
studies of the saine period an(l its histery. It may be new
to many to know that the English Comnmon Law becaîne
the law of Upper Canada, for the flrst time, in 1792 ; the
Legisiature of Upper Canada, Ilat their first session, held
at Niagara on the l7tb September, 179:2, enacteci that the
laws of England instead of the laws of Canada were to
govern in matters of property and civil rights in Upper
Canada."

The first Chief Justice of Upper Canada, as we suppose
ail the world knows, was the Honourable William ()sgoode,
from whoni our Lasw Courts derive their name. Hie was a
native of Englanci, and, after practising at the bar for
tweive years, he was, at the age of tbirty-seven, IIchosen to
represent bis Majesty Kin, George III., as his cbief judi-
cial officer in that part of the old Province of Quebec lately
given a separate existence and called Upper Canada." lie
and Colonel Simcoc, the first Lieutenlant General of the
Province, camne out, the one as the judicial head of the
Province, the other as bend of the civil Government, at or
about the saine time. "At that early period of her history
the population of tie Province, ail told, did not exceed ten
thousand souls, and tbey were scattered in settiemients here
and there along the St. Lawrence and thie river on whicli
rested Niagara, then the capital of the Province. At that
tinie what is now Toronto was a wild wilderness, frequented
by Indians of the tent and birds of the air." The principal
point of interest in this chapter is the question of the fair-
ness of the trial of David MeLane for treason. Mr. Pead
satisfies us that the trial was Ilconducted with tlîe utmost
fairness before eminent judges and an impartial jury."
It is pleasant to have such testinmonies as the followingy
quoted by Mr. Read, concerning our first Chef Justice,
and a man whose name must always be remienîbered i anong
us. Dr. Scadding says: "lNo person admitted to bis
intirnacy ever faiied to conceive for bin, that esteen, which
his conduct and conversation always tended to augmlenit."'
And a friend of the author's in Qîîebec reiniarks: "Tha
Chief Justice was grave and somnewliat difficult of access ;
during bis residence at Quebec hie made bimself esteenied
and respected as nîucb by lis lighl in tell igence as bY bis
integrity and frankness of cliaracter." ie held his office
for ten years, resigning in 180oi at the earîy age of forty-
seven, whpn lie returneéd te England, wlîere he died in the

Albay CambrsOn the l7th of February, 182-1, aged
seventy.0

W sbould like to dwell on rnany points of interest
whichi corne up in tîiS volume, on the references te the
invasion of 1812 in the mernoirs of Powell and Scott, on
the drowning of "la whole Court, Judge (Cochrane), coun-
cillor, crown oilicer, higb sheriff, and prisonier to be tried,"
at one tîme, il, the waters of Lake Ontario in 1804. But
these must be passed by with this notice, and many others
cannot even bo Ilentioned. Under Jucige Thorpe we are
reminded of the toieration of a practice whicb, in our own
days, would savour of indecency, that Judges appointed by
the Crown should bcoîne candidates for Parliament, and
should be elected representatives of the people.

Mr. Read's references te the Rebellioni seem, infll
respects, fair and sensible. H1e dues justice to W. Lyon
Mackenzie, whiîst lbe shows that hie can understand, if not
justifY, th~ose whooccasioned the rebellion. In the saine
waY bis remarIes on tle Il Famuly Compact," of wlîich
Obief Justice R{obinson was the supposed head, are such

chief n"en Of the Province were thus designated tLiiity
years before Mr. Robinson came upon the scene. IlTbey
were a party of theinselves, and monopolized the most and
best Offices of the state." "lAf ter aIl," lie remarks, Ilwhat
was the Famiîy Conmpact î It 'vas an organization con-
Posed of those who liad originally settied the Province, and
"0 doubt thought they had, at least, a pre-emptive right te
it, many of theni baving occupied positions of trust in the
old colony. They were men, flot of the samne family or
always of km te each ether, but, like the soldiers of OUd.

lien they badl conquered a place, they ineant te hold it.
The Government of the country gyot into their hands, and
tbey were dletermined te bold it against ail comers." Per-
haps their government was the best possible at the tuffe.
It could hardly continue, and yet there are persons WhIo
thinik that some infusion of the old methods would even
no0w be an imprevement.

Among the familiar naines of Robinson, Boulton, Llag-

erinan, Jones, VanKougbnet, Spragge, Cameron, O'Connor,

ithis pmay be, thpibility of dhreisaprer; but hweve

thismaybe, hn en wbo bore tbem bave done their wvork
in the making of this great country ; and Mr. Read has
earned the gratitude of bis centemporaries and of postcrity
by telling the story of their lives.

CORRESPONDENOK.

METIIODS OF M'OILL.I PoI Me Editor of TuE WEFK :
SR,-I must firmly, but respectfully, protest against

the idea that my silence with regard te the letters of

has been a sufficient reason for this silence in a persistent
refusai te reveal his identity. The samne refusai shows the
absurdity of his caîl for the publication of confidential
correspondence.

But lest silence should be misunderstood by the friends
of McGill University, I must crave leave te say that my
analysis of bis first letter-which analysis was purely
dufensive-must stand. That is te say :

1. The whole of the paragrapbs in which the Governors
and Sir William Dawson are accused of jesuitry and
double deaiing, and of having broken the civil, mroral and
religyions law (the italics are mine), are Il slanderous."

ihat is self-evident ; correspond6nce or ne correspond-
ence.

2. The series of paragraphs in which two Geverners
are stated te have told a Professer that "lthe University is
not a scat af learning," but Il is like a tank, a brewery or a
coitw-n-,nill, w/iose c/cie. aim and toast is its cash receivts,
the 1Pine.ipal being the manager, and t/he >ro/esors opera-
tives," etc., etc., is a series of Ilf alseboods."

No sncb tbings were said.
3. The statement of what took place in the epening of

the saine conversation in reference te a demand f rýîï the
Professer, and the answver thereto, is a Ilmisrepresentation"
of the facts.

4. The "suppression" spoken of is the suppression of
reference te a letter in THE WEEK signed "lAlgonquin,"
of the saine character as that of Il Medicus." My first
latter was in reply te this, and, like the second, wvas
wbolly clfensive.

There is somne reason for a Il patbetic " style of silence
wiîen a person of education uses bis talents, net for the
purpose of discussing educatienal methods or principles,
but for the framini of a long letter, wbich, almost froni
beginning te end, is occupied witb attacks upon personal
bonour and character. GEO. HlAGUE.

iontreal, January 15.

CAMADA ANI) THE UNITEDo STATES.

To the L'ditor oj THE \VibK:

Sitt,-Tie communication in your last issue frein W.
E. I{anley, of Saco, Me., contains soe very important
statements wbich afford food for reflection te ail Cana-
dians; and 'vith your permission 1 wisb te offer some
reînarks relating thereto. Until lately 1 hadl entertajned
the belief that, while it was undeirable te bave any change
with regard te Canada's position in cennection with the
British Empire, she might with safety assume, witb the
concurrence of Great Britain, the responsibilities of Inde-
pendence, and, without let or hindrance, preceed te grow
and <evelop into a Ilgreat northern nation." It is true,
the United States ail along the one hundred years of the
existence of that nation, bas systematically endeavoured
to starve eut the U. E. Loyalists and their descendants,
wbo, having been compelled by the successful and ruthless
rebels te forsake their homes and property, had settlcd in
the wilderness of Canada. Yet there seemed reason te
entertain the belief that much of the hostility manifested
toward Canada wvas directed rather against England,
wbich nation the successive gineratiens of the rebels since
1776 have been diligently educated te regard witbh htred.

But recent events of a startlin g nature have disclosed
te us Canadians that the United States bear toward Can-
adla anythingc but a friendly feeling; and that it is and
h is baen a settled poîicy to prevent Canada froni becoming
a nation. And when every other means had failed te fiucd
so0ne protex~te invacle and cenquer the country, wbicb in
their gress delusion they think can easi]y be accomplished,
forgetting the fact that at the end. of th.e war-181214
the record slîowed that in every invasion they had been
driven back, and that net one foot ef Canadas soul was in
their possession.

The rapid growth and the develepment of the resources
of the Dominion dnring the last few years, especially the
Construction of the Canada Pacific Railway, bas aroused
the United States te the necessity, frein their standpoint,
Of imumediate action, and efforts are being systematicaîîy
made te make Canadians dissatisfiad with their lot, and te
convince them that Canada can only prosper by beceming
a part of the United States. It is unnecessary te enumer-
ate the varieus means whicb bave heen emPloyed te accoîn-
plish this end. Suffice it te, say that if ail Canadians were
truly loyal te tîjeir country, these machinations would
neyer disturb the mmnd of the Canadian people.

But in view of ail the circunistances with which we
are face te face, it weuld evidently be altogether unsafe te
risk tbe experiment of Canadian Independence. on the
contrary, if the present relationsbip subsisting between
Great Britain and Canada may net continua, of wbicb
there is ne preof as far as 1 know, it is quite certain that
seine other arrangement shouid be affected te bind the
Mother Country and Canada dloser together, even if it is
Imperial Federation.

As 1 bave for twenty yers maintained, se 1 now main-
tain, that Canada neyer wil hecome ennexed te the United
States.

Theorists may talk as they pleese about a continental
pelicy, and the dacrea of nature that the two peoples Iust
be eue ; but it is as visieuary as Disraali's acheme te have
a Scientiflo frontier for India.

I amrno netee of those who believa that ail who edve-
cate Commercial Union or Unrestricted Reciprocity are
disloyel te Canadian nationality, but I must confuss my
inability te understand why any one can continue te advo-
cate Commercial Union after we have been told by se
many promineut men, and by the press of the United
States, that the only wey te obtain it is hi' politicel
union ; this ought te settie the question, excopt with the
few in our midst who advocate annexatien. Now, those
few, hy their incessant n~oise, endoavour te crate the im-

pression that it is a live question with Canadians, and
wherelby the people of the -United States are misled.

There are some other points upon whicb 1 would like
to say a word; but 1 have already taken quite enough
space in your excellent paper.

1tespectfully,

Toroento, Jan. 16, 1889. WM. CANNIFF.

INTERtNATIONAL TItAnE RELATIONS.

To t/he Editor o/ TriE W EEK:

SIR,-Mr. ikaney, your Protectîouist correspondent in
Mainie, is net far astray wbeu liu says that lie gathers f rom
my lutter te yeti that I have Il but a poor opinion of the
politicai liberalism of New England." That is te say, I
have a poor opinion of the pseudo-politicai liberalism, ho
it manifestad cither in restrictionist New England or in
demiagigue-ridden New York, wvich is the conmbined pro-
duct of uitra-Protectiouismi and race lîatred of England.
To this sert of political liberalisin we unhappily ewe much
of the ill-feeling wbicb to-day is te ha fourid arrnong both
sections of the great Angle-Saxon family, and the perpetu-
etion of which is alike a grave international scanda] and a
crime against our comnion huînanity. But these unlovely
graces, though they are actively fostered in certain circles
in the United States by trade mnonopolists and politiciens
wlio truckle te the [1righ vote, arc ne t ingrained in the
American people, uer are they, by any ineans, generaliy
exhibited througliout the Union. On the contrery, the
evil spirit of national aiinios4ity is fast heing supplanted
by bigher influences wbich are uow operating on the Ameni-
cau mmnd and leading it te regard England, net as a hostile
and alien nation, but as the honoured pareuit-lanU and the
buioved cradie of the race. This is the testimony of
many emninent Englishimen wbio have recently visited tbe
States; it is the testimeny of almnost every Canadian who
crosses the border - and it is the tostiniony also of the better
class of American journals, and of th(, leaders of Arnericen
tbought, who are accustonied to look below tbe surfaice of
things and te osec facts undistorted b prel udice or self-
interest. Your Mairie correspondant, I amn aware, bas
brought forward evidenice te thie contrary ; and therefore,
te settle tbe centreversy iîetween us by reference te facto
which may tell as much on en(e side as they tel] on tbe
other, would appear te bu difficuît and unsatisfactory. My
own conviction, however. remnains nushakeni, that both
countries are at heart friendly, and that if you could set
the politicians eside and poli the people, yen would flnd
theiu most anxieus te promote and fain te take advantage
of reciprocal trade. This is rpy contention, and were it
likeiy te profit niuch I couid fill your columuins witiî impor-
tant testimony, from the Inost inluentiai quarters, in sup-
port of my views. But discussion ou these lines would, 1
fear, be andless, and were it short of this, it is net clear
that on either side the issue, as 1 have said, would ha
satisfactory or final. Meauwbile Tim n ust be the arbiter
in this and in aIl sîîch questions. It would lie traneote me
if, in these days wlien combines and mionopolies grow more
and more înanacing, Restrîctionism should gain the day.
Your correspondent's argument would seeru te foresliadew
that resuit. But your correspondent wites froue a hotbed
of Protectionism. Net ouly se ; he writes also et a time
when every avil passion in the Sti tes bas been roused te
frenzy hy the strife of politicians, madly contending for tho-
prizes in the party game. Yours faithfully,

Toronto, Jan. 15. G. MERCER ADAM.

TUIE GOVERNMENT AND BlANK CIRCULATION.

To the Editor of TiiE WtnîK:

SR,-I have read with interest the lettons of Mr. Gold-
win Smnith and Mr. Hlouston regarding the Covernment
and the bank circulation. Mr. Goldwin Smith re-stetes
certain principles regarding the functions of the Govern-
ment and of the batiks in the matter of currency, which,
in my opinion, cannet ha too of tan put before a public as
a rule indifferent te sncb ceunplicaed questions. As might
bceaxpected, Mr. (ioldwin Sniitb leaves bis readers in ne
deubt as te bis beliefs on sncb an important subject.

Mr. Hlouston begins by intinrating that ho dees net
diffar froni Mr. Goldwin Smith in theory, end, if I under-
stand bis language, that it is not worth while at this late
date te exposa a fellacy se generally admitted as the IlRag
Baby." His next stop is te utter a werning that uniesa
the benk circulation can be improved se tbat notes will
pass witbout discount througlhout the Dominion this defect
will ha reiuedied by the issue of noe Dominion notes.
Mr. Houston dees net advocate this; hae sinmply pradicts
that it will take place unless the grievance is remioved-
a strangely inconsistant prediction af ter insisting that Mr.
Goldwin Smitb's warnings are uunecessary. Tbroughout
the rest of his letter, Mr. Hlouston, abando ning ail pro-
viens raserve, becomes a downrigbt advocate f or a Govern-
ment currency. The 'ciesingy sentences ight have heen
witten hy the moat misgnided believer in the IlRag Baby,'
se completely doces ha leave ont of ceunt the danger te the
commercial cemmunity of tbe course he practically reconi-
mends.

Mr. ilouston endeavours te meke bis positien con-
sistent by contending for a diffî-rence in principle betwoen
those who advocate Ila national curreucy redeemable in
gold, the emeunt of the latter held for the redemptien of
the notes being, as usuel, very smell," and the ordinary
Ilgreenbacker." There is ne différence in kind ; the -only
difference is in degrea. I doubt if any country ever
deliberately ontered upen a cereer of Ilirredeemablo paper
currency." Thora is alwavys ither a beginning with spocie


