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open va]ley, but, after being some distance apart, suddenly make friends,
join forces, and rush hastily down in a broad stream, widening into the
river on whidh the town lias been built. In the valley are fields of golden
wlieat, interspersed with green meadows, with spreading trees under whicli
are the lazy cattle enjoying such pasture, studded witli yellow daisies and
buttercups and ricli marsby grasses, as seldom falîs to the lot of cows.

Or, some few miles away, on the other aide of the river, we can drive
for an hour into the interior, sometimes with the forest shade on ail sides,*
finally caming into view o? a lovely littie blue lake, with its peaceful
waters surrounded by deeply wooded banks. In the centre of this tiny
inland sea is a large island, to wliicli you can, if so inclined, row yourself,
and have a sylvan repast in the shape of afternoon tea made in rustic
fashion, witli a gipsy kettle singing over a camp tire.

Here we may enjoy ourselves very quietly but thoroughly, with a book,
varied by lazy looks into the calm depths of the water, and later, the
harvest moon wiil smile benignly down on the wayfarer from town, as
lie wends lis way homeward, thinking how delightful it is ta Il ive in the
country."

Ontario, mayliap, lias many sudh launtE, unvisited still, but the fresh
hli-air, and keen scent from the pines in this region go far to make one
grateful that Canadians can have the much-looked, and, longed.for "change
without traversing weary miles by land and water.

M. F. GRANT.

RELIGIOI N GERMA IV *

WHEN tlie modern agnostic or materialist self-complacently declares that
religion lias lad its day and is no longer a power in human society, the
wish la undoubtedly father to the thouglit; and, liowever true the state-
ment may be as a prophecy-whicli we greatly doubt, and of which no one
can lie sure-it certainly does not give a correct view of the actual state
of thinga. There is no country in wliich religion is not an active power.
There is no kind o? Government under whidli the leaders or followers of
public opinion do not need to take account of its influence. Wlien, there-
fore, we are told that the domains o? religion and o? politics muet be kept
distinct, there is a sense in which this is true; but there is a deeper sense
in whidli tliey cannot be separated, liowever mucli we may try.

We may go further and say that we wlio live on this side of the Atlan-
tic, if we would deai intelligently with the problems, social and religions,
whidli present theniselves for solution, must acquaint ourselves witli the
currents of thouglit whicli are generated in lands remote from aur own.
In no respect are we legs independent than in the formation of our religious
opinions and sympathies ; and perbaps thiere is no country whidli has go
powerfully influenced Englisli religiou4 thouglit as Germany and its writers.
This, of course, is obvions enaugli as regards the great Reformation move-
ment; but, if it is les obylous, it is not les true in regard to the most
recent times.

English religion lias received three great impulses durng the last cen-
tury and a haîf, and every one of them is traceable, more or legs, to German
influence. The Evangelical movement, lieaded by Wesley, was prafoundiy
affected by that great ]eader's contact witli the Moravians; and there is
no Englisli.speaking communion-even ta English Roman Catliolis-in
whicli that movement la not a present power. With regard to the other
two mavements, the Oxford and the so-called Broad Clurcli, it is an entire
mistake ta, imagine that they concern the Churdli of England ahane.
Preabyteriana, Methodiats, and Congregationaliats (not ta mention lesser
denominations) have feit thc influence of the achool whidli sent us back ta,
the study of the ancient Churcli, of that whidli inculcated the necessity of
a more dignified service, and of that whidh lias done mudli ta break down
the aid stereatyped and inflexible theories o? thc inspiration and interpre-
tatian o? tlie Scripturcs. The preacliers of every Christian Society speak
a language whicli would puzzle tlieir grandfatliers, if tliey could hear it.
The .Zeitgei8t, as Mr. Matthew Arnold called it-thc Spirit of the Age lias
breathed upon theni, and they can neyer go back to thc modes of thouglit
and speech whidli were current a century ago.

And whence have came those two potent influences o? whidli we have
gspoken '1 In great measure fromn Germany. To Coleridge lias been as-

signed the parentage of Tractarianism and modemn Latitudinarianism
alike; and, aithougli some of lis disciples have indignantly resented the
asoription ta hlm of the former, tliey are only hlf justifled lu their conten-
tion. And oleridge, beyond all question, received hie principal inspira-
tion from Gcrmany. But it was not merely indirectly, thiough Coleridge,
that the Tractarians received German influence, but directiy, by the study
of German theological literature. Dr. Pusey bimself was deeply interested
inuthis study, and boti lie and Hugli James Rase published books on the
subject.

StiUl more obviaus is the influence of Germany on the latest of thc
tliree sdhools. Arnold was an actual stflent of German literature; and
Frederick Maurice was not mnerely the devoted disciple af Coleridge, but
was even more famihiar than his master witli the sources fromn whidh lie
drew lis inspiration. We mught add many names ta these, as those of the
Hares and Frederick Robertson and Trench, the last o? whom, aithougli
lie lattcnly became more distiuctly Anglican lu tone, neyer lost tlie spirit
of his earlier days and associates.

These thouglits have been suggested by a perusal o? a very intercsting
pamphlet by a distinguislied German divine, Dr. W. Beysdhlag, a? Halle,
on Religion and Modern Society, the modern socicty being that of Ger-
many. Dr. Beyscllag acknowiedges the great ditflculty of the task: which

* Die Religion und die Moderne tGeaellachafi. Von Wllibald Beyischlag. Halle, 1887.

he lias undertaken. There are, indeed, hie says with truth, few more diffi-
cuit undertakings than the3 endeavour to feel the religious pulse of the
present, especially wlien we are trying to estimate not merely the force of
the stroke, but its healthiness or unhealthiness. This attempt, however,
muet be made, and Dr. Beyschlag has done it in a spirit of earnest fairness
-resolute, to the best of bis ability, to understand and interpret the faco
before him, and not to substitute bis own fears and hopes, his own incli-
nations and antipathies for these facts.

We feel the more confidence in accepting the guidance of Dr. Beyschlag,
that lie is neitber optimist nor pessimist. H1e is iieither go in love with
the present that lie can see no evil in it, nor sucli an alarmist that lie can
see but littie good. As~ far as lie goes, his words liave a kind of self-
evidencinog power in tliem; and, aithougli lie may not tell us ail, we feel
that what lie tells us is true.

On one point the author gives testîmony which will surprise tliose Who
have been accustomed to liear of the general neglect of church-going ini
Protestant Germuany. The churdli-life of Germany, lie says, at the bogilý
ning of the present century, was in a state of deep depression, but lias now
greatly revived. Whilst lie admits that, more particularly in the country-
there is a good deai of merely conventional church-going, among the
educabed classes in towns the churclies have Ilfilled a hundred fold." To
those wlio have any really deep knowledge of the German spirit this testi-
mony wiIl have peculiar significance. There is no people in the world in
whom personal religion is go littie necessarily connected with church-goiflg
as the Germans. Their intense subjectivity seems to keep alive withifl
tliem a sense of the unseen and infinite witliout the aid of externat ordifl
ances. ln this respect they differ altogether from the Frenchi, who seem,
incapable of religion without the constant presence of the outward witneso
and means of grace. The revival of attendance upon church ordinances,
therefore, would seemi to show a quickened sense of the corporate chiar,
acter of Christian if e.

The îîext poinit that Dr. Beyschlag notices, as of hopeful omen, is the
rich religious literature whidh Germany produces and the great demand for
it whidli existe. And this is proof of no mere speculative interest, for
there lias been a corresponding increase of Cliristian activity in all good
works. With respect to the influence of religion in the political sphere,
lie admits that its cliaracter is equivocal ; but, on the wliole, lie judges
that, even if sometimes the resuits are unwelcome, yet the very fact thoe
religion exercises go powerful an influence is an evidence of its reality and
power.

There is, however, a darker side to the pi.-ture. and lie does not liesitBte
te bring it into relief. Referring, to the charge against Protestant Ger-
many, that it is honeycombed by unhelief and doubt, hie retorts that amnofg
Roman Catholies there is an immense amount of religions indifferencean
naturalistic unhelief, and this even among the priestliood, whilst lie maintilS
that the absence of ecclesiasticisin among Protestants is no evidence of the
absence of religion. To this we have already referred, and it can b
denied by no one wlio really knows the national character.

Further, lie confesses and laments the growth of an irreligious spirit in
certain political movements, in the Art of the country whicli is too ltl
directed by a religions motive, in the poetical literature, and especiallY in
tlie scientific writings of the day, many of which are positiveiy atheistic in
their tendency. At the samne time hie draws attention to the greater public
liberty which is now enjoyed witli respect to the profession or the neglet
of religion and cliurch by reason of which mnany who would, at one tioXXl
have been sulent on their unbelief will now not liesitate to declare it. Thxîs
is a point well worth noting, and it is as notable among ourselves and 131

every otlier Cliristian country as ln Germany.
Dr. Beyschlag tlien proceeds to point out some of the consequelices 01

the loss of the religions spirit and passes on to comment upon the reg", C
of the Vatican Council and its decrees. To this matter we may be able to
return. For the present we can only remark on the very striking corre~
spondence between the condition of Germany and that of other Protestat
countries. Everywhere there is (witli unimportant exceptions) the gaine

increased vitality in regard to churcli life as distinguished fromipersonai
religion. Religions literature was neyer more abundant ; was neyer of-
higlier, purer, moie intellectuial cliaracter. Neyer were there more nufier.
ous institutions for the alleviation of the ills of liumanity, or for the
advancement of the moral and spiritual interests of the communitY-po

It may be that the darker influences are prevaiiing. We cannOt pO
phecy. But at toast we are bound to take note of ahl tlie facts and alI the
tendencies which are at work. By-and-by we may be better able to
estimate the probable outcome of the present state of things.

SlNCiERE protests against dialect writing, ha ve been made bY 'Vie
critics, who have seen lurking ini it a danger to tlie dignity and reflue
ment of aur literature. This danger is the less serious becaUse it ar'e
solely from tlie fact that diaiect lias become the fashion. Like Other

fashions it lias been averdone ; and it cannot live long, when, a tiiS appr,

ently near at liand, its real merits are universally obscured by gla in~
incongruities and strivings after purely externat or verbal effects.- " ent

THICRE are few things more productive of evil in society thafl asio

picious disposition. He wlio is always on the watcli for lwrogdo1D
actually fosters it. H1e may fancy that lie is a foe to evil, but In~ itiet
by letting it dwell in his mind, lie becomes its promoter. The groa' iiij
t ie does to the innocent is but part of tlie injnry. He str f ee
fui feelings, destroys friendship, embitters intercourse, sows seed'
trust everywliere, poisons both hie own liappinese and that of ma1 ohes
-Philadephia Ledger.
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