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become as universaily popular as Barnum's Circus, we might then entertain
Sorne hope that diwn w jul eventually dispel the stili rnurky atînosphere
Of Our artistic worid. Bat, alaï, whî-t are impresarios to do when they
find sucli an anom ilous state of things in socieny as will permit the contem-
platiou by reverentI eyes of the lithe tight-rope dancer, while it bids them
in holy horror close at the tirst siglit of a WiL1et girl ; when performing

oasand ,auze-dre;ised ridera are looked upon with more ieniency than the
singers of the A.rnerican Opera C înpany ?i 1 doubt whether we couild find
anywhere so delightfully contradictory a little community as that which
exista in this city of ours. No neeci to ask nowadays Il \Vhat's in a
flame ï "-the whole sticcess or failure of an enterprise. You aee, the
numiber of wealthy, intelligent, appreciative people who inight be per-
suaded to pose as patronsa of art is iniiite.sirnailly sm.ill ;we cannot, there-
fore, dispense with cx.IJow to m nke theso good individ nais agree in
taste, and nlot only these, but ininor powers, whose knowled-re of mnatters
arti8tic is equal, tlîoughi their purses arc ligliter, seems a question weli
Wornliy conisidration. Oiily the Ilcliosen few " may belong to literary
Socie ies -per haps, for that inatter, only the "lchosen few " care to. Then,
pray, what of outsiders i Surely we have at lengnh reached a point where
the ineceasity is feit of somethinig spiritual in our social life, and I doubt
whetlier atiything cati m,)re reandîy iînprove our manners and sharpen. our
wits than. a goodl play well acted. Ned have we, sore need, of an institu-
tion upon whielh even the bighest amnongat us shall look as the standard of
riglit accent aîîd pronu lciaLion and gyracefuai gesture. la it quite Utopian
to covet for Montreai a second Théâtre Français, where the clergy thein-
Selves would deigu to witness the plays tliey peruse with satisfaction in their
Studies?' If you have read Mr'. David C. Murray's Iligh Lule in France
Under the Repulic, you will have seeu even duchess and marquis scruple
flot to take hints eveii as to the inanner of moving, a chair froin the great
Frenchi artista, and, 1 have heard, nlot even at the (Jollege of France is the
language spoken with greater precision. But enough complaints and sug-

estions for one letter.
September 11, 1887.

NA PL E.

ONP, summer evening long ago,
As you and 1 were driftîng siowly

Out with the waves whose piacid flow
Mirrored the blue sky's tender giow,

The sailors sang witli passion lioly

Their vesper hymn ; now soft and sweet,
Now swelliig into louder nîeasure,

The various voices seemed to meet
And blend i harmony complete,

An equal strain of prayer and pleasure.

"Santa Lucia, guard us well,
And bring us home with shallops laden

To that fair city wliere we dwell
In safety 'neath thy cliarmèd speill

Where waits for eacb a cliarming niaiden."

"O dolci Napoli "-once more
I seem to hear tlie music atealing

Along thte bay, across the sliore,
Witli sootbing souuid of plashing oar,

And voices tremulous with feeling.
Westboro', Mlass. ABBiE, F. JUDD.

TH1E NATIONAL PRISONY CONGRESS.

T1i11 Public meeting of welcoîne to the delegates to the National Prison

,ogress on Saturday was attended by many warm friends to Prison
Etforni; and on their belialf the philanthropic visitors were addressed

by 8everal geuntlemen aiong us well known as aiso taking a hearty

intereat in the aubject. His llonour the Lieutenant-Governor wolcomod

tli6 llembera of the Association, and enlogised their work, reforring inci-

dentaîîY to the poulding Extradition Treaty; bis Worship the Mayor, wbo

actel as Cliairma.,n, spo'ke oui the need of reform in tlie old prison system,

and the progreas that liad been made; the Miniater of Education dealt

*'thi the atate of the prisons of Ontario, whicli show a gratifying amelio-

1'ltn; the lon. S. H. Blake spoke on the history of Prison Reform,
oul'gîsjng the UJnited States for what tliey had done for the prisonor;

%nîd Prof. Goldwin Smith gave an address wbich, as dealing witli the

Whoî0 Subject of Prison Reform, we give heiow. The Hon. Rutherford

'à, layes, ex-President of tlie United States, aiso addreasod tlie meeting,

81ving an account of the origin and work of the Prison Association,

.lid al statemoxit of the reforma tliat in ita judgment are stili considered
deairable.

')rof- Goldwin Smithi said:

1 foot it a great honour to bave been invited to take part in the pro-
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* motion of so good a cause, and in conjunction with men of snch eminence
as some of their American visitors, one of whoîn, Mr. Hayes, wlien last 1
saw hirn, was in an office whicb by its importance made its holder the peer
of kings. To commend sncb a cause as Prison Reform and those wbo are
takiug an active part in it is rather like gilding gold or painting the lily
white. Bat Prison Reform is a notable thing Ainoaig the proofs that the
world bas not been growing worse, as some woiéshippers of the past say, but
better, this, if not the inost important, is about the most striking. It was
a remarkable step in the progress of bumanity when people began to take
care of the sick and weak, and to build liospitals for thera, instead of
treating them as a herd doeýs thte wounded deer. But p-rliapq it was a Stili
more remarkable step whon people began to show care for the inmates of a
gaol instead of traating them mirely as enemies of the commnînity. It is
needlesa to say bow recent cornparatively the care for the iiînites of gaols
is. Shakespeare, inrifMertsure for. Afpasiere, lias given us a glimpse into
the prison life of the Middle Ages. The report of a Committee of the
lieuse of Comînons gave the world more than a glimpse into the prison life
and the treatment of prisoners in the Enghiali gaula of the last century. The
condition of the gaols in other countriesnat thiat timue was fully as bad. la
ail the gaols was a bell. It is only in quite recent times that the idea of
making the prison a reforîuatory as weil as a place of puniahment lias
dawned. The criminal is stihi a man. Sometiînes lie is nlot altogether a
bad man, thougli one side of his character may be bad. The nomad and
predatory habita which are not yet worked out of the race are sometimes
strong in members of it, who nevertlieless have their good qualities if they
were oniy in tlie right walk of life for dispiaying tliem. Armies notable
not only for courage but for discipline and strict performance of duties
bave been made to no amatil extent out of the sweepings of the gaols. Pro-
bably Marlboroughs army was one of thoea. A tramp, wlio is next door ta
a crixninai, is very often, [ suspect, a soldier spoiled. Thé saying lias been
ascribed to more eéminent Christians than one, on aeeing a man led to the
gallows. IlThere, but for the grace of God, go V." By tlie grace of God
hie did not inean miracle, but a good home, a good education., good coni-
panions. We need not enîbrace necessitarianlism, or say that a man even if
lie is brouglit up in the gutter is not responsible for biis actions. But it
doea make a great difference in responsibiiity wbeýther a man hias been
brouglit up in a good hoine or in the gutter. The Mayor lias cited the old
saying, " that there are more rogues out of prison than in it." Probabiy,
as human justice is fallible, some men are in prison who ought not to bo
there ; while it is pretty certain that some men are ilot iii prison wbo
ougyht to be there. A man, 1 amn afraid, may sometimes go (brotîgh life
doing worse thîngs, muchi worae thinga, considering lis liglits and advan-
tages, than those for whicli other men are shut up, and yet if lie manages
to keep bis wealtli or lis power, may die in the odour of social sanctity,
with obituary editorials setting forth bis extraordinary virtues, and winding
Up by abowing that they aIl had their source iii bis profound sense of
religion. Hionour among thieves is nlot altogether a romance. I read an
account the other day given from personal experience of a criminal, aud a
very bad criminal, who wlîen hie niiglt have Baved bis life by giving ixîfor-
mation about hîs gang, preferred deatli to ixhat dishonour. They tried hima
on the niglit before bis execution, in bis condemned cel, with deatli full in
bis face, but he preferred deatti to the dishonour. Apart from justice to
the criminal or bis intereat, there is the interest of society whicli wants to
have tlîe prison made a reformatory if possible, and at ail evenits not a seed-
plot for crime. A seed-plot of crime a gaol cannot fait to be when criminals
of ahl sorts and grades are allowed to boiter tlirougli the day together in
idienesg and mutual corruption. I fear our own city needs to have the
scorcbing light of this Congreas turned upon its prison arrangements, but 1
think 1 can conscientîously second the Mayor in saying that the excellent
governor of our city gaol does under adverse ciicumatances everything that
ig in bis power. How a prison can be made a reformatory iN, 1 suppose, the
probleni whiclî thia Congreas lias met to solve. it is nlot an easy one.
Preachiing is good, provided it does not hold up an unattainable idéal; books
are good ; prison visitations are good ; anything whicli shows the prisoner
that bie is not cnt off from humanity, and that tlie gates of social mercy are
not shut against bim, is good. But it is difficult for a man to ettain virtue,
or to regain it, except by action. The nature must bo liner than those of
most criminals are in wbich the mere power of reflection is sufficient to
eflect a lasting change. It lias always seemed to me, thougli I liardly pre-
sume to express an opinion, that nothing could be so efficacious as labour,
not wholly penal, but witli some little pay or reward. Nothing elae appears
likely to give a man a taste for making a livelihood by honeat instead of
dishone8t means. Labour which is mierely penal can only disguat. But
there is an intense jealousy upon the subject of prison labour among our
working classes, and to favour it or flot to promise to vote against it ia almoat
as mucli as a politician's life is wortli. I do nlot want to say anything
harali. 1 dare say if I were a working man I miglit feel the aamejealouay
of anything that seemed te encroacli on my employ monta. But surely
the competition cannoe be very serions. A kind of convict labour which
would not really injure otlier labourera to any appreciable extent might ho
devised. A man who bias been convicted of crime forfeits for the timo bis
riglit to freedom ; but lie doea not forfeit ahl the riglits of bumanity, and
especially lie does not forfeit the riglit to anything necessary to bis amend-
ment. If labour is necessary to bis amendment, lie stili bias a right to it.
Ilowever, I am liere trenching on tlie work of the Congress. My only
duty at present is, as one of the citizens of Toronto, a city wliicli from
its growing size and wealtli lias an increasing intereat in ail social ques-
tions, to welcome the Congreas, and express tlie hope wbich wve ail feel tliat
its délibérations may be instrumental in liolping us to heal one of thie
maladies of the social frame.


