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The Infinence 0Of
The (ueen.

A paper read at the closing exercises of
st. Boniface College, June 16th.1 897
By LAWRENCE DRUMMOND, B.A,

“The Queen is a very good wo-
man, no doubt; but any goose
able to hold a pen would do as
well, for she is nothing buta
signing machine.”

You all have all heard this
remark, Ladies and Gentleman,
and perhaps believed it, so apt
Is a fallacy to gain ground by
being repeated.

Allow me nevertheless to
show that in this case the voice
of the people is not the voice of
truth. During these 60 years
Her Majesty’s influence has al-
Ways been more or less potent
In governing cercles, and at cri-
tical moments has asserted itself
most vigorously.

A more favorable circumstance
than the celebration of her Dia-
Fond Jubilee could not be found
for elucidating this fact.

In order to form an adequate
ldea of our Gracious Sovereign’s
function in the body politie, let
us compare the Empireto ajoint
Stock firm directed by a weaithy
Capitalist.

This personage places the mnan-

“agement of the firm in the hands
of a few well chosen managers,
who take upon themselves all
the wear and tear of the enter-
Prise, which he surpervises in a
general way. Now and then he
Will give one of his subalterus a
hint, but, tis his custom to allow
them full scope in the every day
run of business.

But should the spectre of bank-
ruptcy loom on the horizon or
should the tirm be on the eve of
émbarking on a hazardous spcu-
ation our capitalist at once
Steps to the fore, and using the
€Xperience of a lifeiime, succeeds
n warding off the coming dan-
ger. .

Now can any one call this
shrewd * overseer a nonentity,
®specally if he considers that the
Set of managers is always chang-
g and that consequently they

ave barely time to become fa-
iliar with the work required of

‘“hem, before they are turnmed
out of office, while on the other

and the capitalist is continnally
adding to his knowledge. Would
You say heis useless? Why, .the
d_ay he would throw up his po-
Sition, the firm’'s credit would
egin to fail.

Her Majesty acts on the same
lines. Instead of wasting her
fargy in trifles, she appoints ca-

inet ministers whom she en-
trusts with the discharge of
Cwrrent affairs. They may have
it all their own way 1 matters
of ordinary difficulty, they may
indulge to thejr heart’s content
In party strife, without being
handicapped by their sovereign.
From her queenly heights she
soars above the regions of routi-
ne administration and political
dissensions. "Tis beneath her di-
gnity to be either whig or tory.
This freedom from petty cares an
advantage fully appreciated by
Persons alone whose lives have

gen worn away by them-—ena-

les her to cencentrate her atten-
tion on matters of weight, such
a3 colonial developpement and
foreign relations—and on these
two fields she gfocusses all her
Wental activity,

But the greatest of all advant-
ages enjoyed by Her Majesty
18 tne permanency of her situa-
tion. Sheis like unto the py-
Tamids that ever rise up from
the Egyptian wilderness, while

the mirages that hover for an
instant in their vinicity, and
then disappear in such quick
succession, remind us of those
cabinets supplanting each other
with a bewildering alacrity.

Which of the two has most
influence, those transient politi-
cians, who hardly find themsel-
ves comfortably seated in the
council chamber, before they
vanish into fiothingness, or the
keen-sighted daughter of the
Tudors, who is always there, an
immovable manager, supervis-
ing and directing all important
matters ?

Even were she to refrain from
ever giving an order, her exper-
ience alone would place her a-
bove the most enlightened and
tassetmanlike premiers. She
the Nestor of Europeanstatesmen,
is more deeply versed in inter-
national complications that all
the diplomatists of Europe put
together. She is familiar with
all the stratagems and sharp
practices of every nation and ev-
ery form of government. She has
scrutinized the innermost causes
of those revolutions, that for us
are standing marvels, hecause
our knowledge of them is deriv-
ed from the scanty and carefully
cooked scraps that are allowed
to drift into the newspapers.

The reason of her abitilty is
obvious. During these sixty
years, Her Majesty has been in
daily communication with the
sovereigns, diplonats, and am-
bassadors of the world.

Her private correspondence,
during the same period with
the difforent governors rajahs,

viceroys and premires of the
Empire would fill hundreds
of volumes

Atone time it isa letter from
Sir Robert Morier, of the Brit-
ish Embassy at St. Petersburg,
relating a secret interview, in
the course of which the tzar has
made disclosures closely connect-
ed with the welfare of the king-
dom. At another, it is a des-
patch from Lord Elgin, viceroy of
India, foresbadowing difficulties
with some native prince. Then
again the Queen herself will
order the colonial Secretary to
write to Sir George Grey, Gov-
erniment of Cape Colony, prais-
ing him for having saved India
by sending reinforcements to Cal-
cuttawithout waiting for instruec-
tions.

Like a gemeral oon the battle
field, she is being constantly in-
formed of every manceuvre, no-
thingis done withouther consent;
every despatch of importance
passes through  her hands
and, according to the Prince
Consort, there were 28,000 thous-
and of them in one year.

Imagine the inexhaustible
mine of information that has
been stored up by the Widow of
Windsor during the course of
this record reign. Why, on
can hardly conceive a case in-
tricate enough to puzzle her or
to leave her without some means
of dealing with it Succesfully.
On the other hand, T beg of you
to consider for a momeut what
pretentions as a ruler, a Rose-
bury a Salisbury or even
Gladstone can exhibit, when he
comes under the shadow of this
living encycloyedia, who held
imperial sway while one whas
yet at the breast, the other up-
born and the third just entering
parliament ; Alongside of their
Queen, what do they know ‘of
the traditions of the Court of St.
James ? How can they penetrate
the ultimate aims that actuate a
foreign potentate, who for years
may havebeen secretly conspir-

ing against the safety of the

realm ?  'Who will guide them
in the choice of a greatiambass-
dor, when on the prudence of
that choice rests the of Europe ?
Their very inexperiencs, there-
fore, obliges those temporary
ralers to take counsel of a per-
manent authority, if they do not
wish to blunder woefully.

Yet you would reduce to a
mere figurchead, to a useless
machine this oracle whom the
sages of the land approach with
awe to obtain enlightenment
for the future.

The very pestige that hedges
gound Her Gracious Majesty is
riitself a potent faetor in the
oovernment of the kingdom.
Simply on account of the price-
less treasure of her knowledge
and the uuiform direction she
imparts to successive cabinets,
her presence is invaluable, even
were she never to interfere in
the management of the state.

Such however is not the case.
Supposing a headstrong minis-
ter persists in thwarting his
sovereign’s  will when some
great interest is at stake, will he
carry the day ? Not necesarily
though indeed he be vested,
with  temporary dictatorship.

Royalty commands a thousand
and one channels of influence
through which it canact indirect-
ly, till the most desperate resis-
tance is overcome.

For instance, what prevents
Her Majesty from interviewing
separately the different members
of the Cabinet and bringing
pressure to bearon them. in order
to convertthem to her views.
What prevents her from sending
a private cable to the premier
of New South Wales or to the
governor of Metabeleland, to
put them on their guard againts
some ministers foolhady plan ?
A word descending from the
throne is often more effective
than a shower of orders from
Downing Street. Then again the
permanency of her situation
turns the balance in her favor.
Ifone ministersi bent on closing
his earsto all her entreaties, she
waitstill shis term is up, and
sooner on later is sure of carrying
her point with a moresympathe-
tic cabinet,

So far we have supposed Her
Majesty to aitain her ends by
acting indirectly on the govern-
ing staff; but should there arise
a mementous question capable of
imperilling the safety of the
alm, she sometimes interferes
with startling directiness.

In 1864 Germany invaded
Schleswig, one of Denmark’s
posessions. England was then
very Danish in its sympathies
owing to the recent marriage
of the Princet Wales with
Princess Alexandra, “the sea-
king’s daughter from over the
seas.” Naturally that Bismarckian
policy was strongly resented, and
Lord Palmerston prepared for
war. One British Squadron was
toswoop down ypon the North-
ern Coast of Germany, while
another was to blockade Trieste
and Venice. Garibaldi and Kogs-
uth were to be subsidized with a
million pcunds each 11 order to
stir up an insurrection that
wouldkeep Austria busyin Vene-
tiaand Hungary. Thusbut aspark
wasneeded to precipitate war
and Palmerston was the man to
light it. He drafteda blusterin
despach threatening the conrts
of Berlin and Vienna with Bri-
tain’s thunderbolts, if anything
was attempted against Schles-
wig. Now in the strained re-
Iationsexisting between the two
countries such a defiant attj-
tude would have acted a as red

flag waved before a mad bull.

Fortunaiely the Queen was
on the look out, and when the
despatch was submitted to her
for approuval she unhesitatingly
refused to sign it. So Palmer-
ston was compelled to modify
its phraseology and the country
was saved from the horrors of
war through the timely inter-
vention of its sovereign.

The celebraied “Trent” affair
offered the Head of the Empire
another occasion of damping the
ardor of her bellicose minister.
We know to what pitch rose the
war fever in the British Iles,
when it was ruamored that a ship
flying the Union Jack had been
boarded on the high seas, and
obliged to surrender two of its
passengers, Mason and Slidell.
No wonder Palmerston judged it
was his time or never, to give
vent to his warlike feelings. He
was not long in addressing to
Washington a note couched in
most undiplomatic language.
Had the original draft of thisno-
te reached its destination, the
Nothern States would have re-
sented Lord Palmerston’s words
as an intolerable affront, and
summoned Britain to a deadly
strife. Torrents of blood would
have flowed on either side, and
two nations, united by ties of
kindred, might have heen at
daggers drawn for centuier
to come. ’

Happily the ever watchful so-
vereign of England made a de-
termined stand in the interests
of the two great English speak-
ing nations.

Far from encouraging her pre-
mier’s fiery rhetoric; she com-
pelled him to strike out of his
letter everything that could be
construed as a menace. Then only
was it forwarded to Washington
where its moderate demands re-
ceived due attention.

Were this the only service
humanity owes the Queen, her
reign should be proclaimed most
beneficent; but besides these
occasions few and far apart
wherein the saving hand of
royalty isclearly discernible, how
often has the lady at the helm,
in a silent way, averted inci-
pient evils that might have
swelled into great catastrophes !

These few remarks, Ladies and
Gentlemen, will I trust, suffice
to show that Her Majesty’s in-
fluence in public affairs is very
real and always exercised with
the wisdom of consummate ex-
perience.

And, while wishing our belovy-
ed Sovereign many more years
of wise guidance, we have every
reason to be thanktul that Divine
Providence has cast our lot in
an Empire which, albeit the freest
that was ever known, is at the
same time dowered with the
best blessings of monarchical
rule.

8t. BONIFACE COLLECE.

C]oslxig Exercises and Psesentations
Of Medals.

Lieutenant - Governor Patterson
Is Present and speaks.

The annunal closing exercises
and proclamation of prizes for
St. Boniface College took place on
Wednesday evening last, the 16th
instin. thecollege hall, His Hopnor
Lieutenant-Gevernor Patterson
presiding. The programme of
the evening was an all-round
success, demonstrating that the
students of St. Boniface, while
proficient in University matters
also receive training in other
branches.

The entertainment opened

with a piano overture by Noel

Bernier, one of the best students
in the college and the winner of
many prizes. The following
address was then read by J oseph
Poitras.

To His Honour

James Colebrooke Patterson,
Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba.

Your Honour,

The Faculty and Students of ®t.
Boniface College nra happy to welcome
you here thig eveuing. Last year you
were 8o kind as to hestow on successful
competitors in thig college the three
medals which vo: are yourself to dis-
tribute this year; but on tie former oc-
casion Your Honour wag unavoidably
detained in the East, while now your
generous gift is enhanced by the pre-
sence of the giver. We beg therefore
to tender to Your Hononr our humble
but very warm thanks for the encour-
agement thus afforded to deserving stu-
dents.

The gold medal was offeorel to the
Junior aud Seuior classes for a special
examination' in Natural History, over
and ahove the Uinversity pregramme,
One of the two silver medals is also
awarded for extra studies not included
in the curriculum of the University,
namely, for an historical] sketch of
French Literature in the 17th century
The other silver medal goes to the
pupil who has passel the best mathe-
matical examination for entrance into
the University course,

Your Honor wiil observe that, gratify-
ing as otr university record bas been
this year — since we captured the only
two Greek scholursiiips, won the first
placein pass Physics and Praliminary
Latin, and had not even one partial faila-
re amaong the mruy subjects taken by our
twelve ' candidates — we have found
time to cuitivate other branches
of learning and have been stimulated
thereto by the mnnificence of one who
has ever shown himself a patron of eJuy-
cation and a frien! of true culture.

Your Honor will likewise note with
pleasure that, though our closing exerci-
Ses occur almost a week betore the Da-
mond Judilee of onr gracious Sovereign,
we make more than one reference to
that auspicious event. We need bardly
ald our loyal rejoicings over Her majes
ty’s wonderful reign are intensifie by
the presence here to night of one who so
abiy represents her in Manitoba,

Next came the presentation of
medals, which were handed to
the winners by His Honor.
Governor Geeneral's Bronze med-
al ; Noél  Bernier. Lie-
tenant Governor's Gold Medal
for Natural History: Marius
Cing-Mars ; honorable mention,
Noél Bernier. Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor’s Silver Medal for histori-
cal sketch of 17th century French
literature : Fortunat™ Lachance;
honorable meniion, Antonin Du-
buc. Lieutenant-Governor’s sil-
ver Meda] for Mathematies :
Elzéar Beaupré ; honorable men-
tion, Albert Dubuc.

The play that followed was a
very clever comedy, “eg Soucis

!d’un Rentier—The Worries of a

Fundholder,” with A. Roussean
as Montaudoin, J. Poitras as
Fernand, F. Lachance as Léoni-
das, G. Rocan as Pénuri, J. Arp-
in as Isidore, H. Hogue as Jo-
seph, and, L. Laliberté as Le-
martois. Rousseau, the worriel
fundholder, depicted with ad-
mirable naturalness and facial
expression the suspicions of a
man who finds himself robbed
of 37 sous every day for twenty
years. He suspects every one
but the real culprit, his brother
Leonidas (Lachance), who also
acted remarkably well and final-
lv explained why he had thus
systematically “economized on
the sly” for the benefit of his
nephew. All the actors did full
justice to their parts. The audi-
ence Were keenly interested from
start to finish and frequently
broke intlaughter and applause.

A most touching valedictory

{Continued on page 3.)




