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MR. BLAKE ON THE TARIFF.

Any threatened change in the tariff of the
Dominion, even when it is to take effect at
some undetermined future time, interests a

large number of people. To that part of
Mr. Blake's speech, made at Bowmanville
on Wednesday night, which refera to the
tariff, the attention of merchants and manu-
facturera will turn. But as no change which
Mr. Blake may contemplate can be made for
some years, what he says on the subject is
not of urgent interest; still it points to
a future contingency which it is well to bear
in mind. He declared his continued ad-
hesion to his election manifesto of last June,
and he does not even desire to succeed on any
other terms. In that manifesto, Mr. Blake
said : "I have fully recognized the fact that
we are obliged to raise yearly a great sum,
made greater by the obligations imposed
upon us by this government; and that we
must continue to provide this sum mainly
by import duties, laid to a large extent oh
goods similar to those which can be manu-
factured here ; and that it results as a neces-
sary incident of our settled fiscal system
that there must be a large and as I believe,
in the view of moderate protectionists, an
ample advantage to the home manufacturer."
This Mr. Blake had previously said, in his
Adelaide Street Rink speec', in this city ;
but, under pressure probably, he afterwards
took a more pronounced Free Trade view,
during his tour in the Maritime Provinces.
He now falls back on the June manifesto,
from which we have quoted. Only a sketch

of the Bowmanville speech was published

yesterday, in the World, tlÈe Globe reserving
a full report for a future occasion, and the
Mail preserving complete silence upon the
subject. According to this sketch, Mr.
Blake took the ground that a government
should take no more in taxes "than is
actually required to be spent." This could
be doue in very different ways, but not upon
Mr. Blake's plan. The revenue could be
lessened by a tariff so high as to be partially
prohibitory ; the other plan is to reduce the
duties.

This much seema clear : Mr. Blake is going
to fight on the lines of the June election.
There was some curiosity to know what line

. he would take ; the recent change in the

management of the party's-chief organ being
thought by some to foreshadow a change of

front on the tariff question. But this, it

appears, was a mistake. The other promi-

nent organs of the liberal party keep their

old ground on the question of trade policy.

From all this, we are forced to conclude wheat growing country; France cores next
that the two parties maintain their respec, and Russia third. These relative posi-
tive attitudes on the subject of the tariff- tions. in reference to other countries, are
without change. destined to be dia ged in future. Canada

will make a great figure among the grain

THE WORLD'S WHEAT CROP, 1882. growing countries of the world. Probably
no country on the list has f eached the maxi-

A French journal undertakes to show that muni of poswible production; but many of
the wheat crop of 1882 is below an average. them have made the best average tley are
This is cei tainly contrary to the general im- likelv to make*for a long time. The exten-
pression and is probably inaccurate. The sion of cultivation on virgin s il creates
figures are in hectoralitres of ten bushels a competitioa which prevents, for the time,
etch: a muci igreater advance in scientific farming,

1882. Average. in old countries. The production of France
Russia ............ 7,000,000 80,0009000will probably remain stationary, till the
France ............ 145,700,000 103,000,000
Italy ............. 44,000,000 39,000:0 United States and Canada have passed tle
Germany..........o41,000,000 44,o00,000 stage when the largest crope can be raised
Austrian Hungary .. 48,00,000 37,000,000 i s le out of
The United Kindom 33,000,000 37,000,000 hemaet t ar The

Spain ............. 30,00,000 42,000,000 fimie will come ivhen Canada will raise more
Enropean Turkey .... 13,000,000 15,000,000 wheat than any country in Europe. France
Roumania .......... 12,000,000 1200,000 will bofirsi to lose her r lative position ad
Belgium........... 9,000,000 8:500,000
Iolland ........... 1,700,000 1,850, o ceqse to be the second greateat wheatepro-

Portugal..........a2,000,000 3,000,000 ducing country in the world; and h er
Greece............1,800.000 1800,000 ut colony, Caadancecnt a
Servia..............1,500,000 1,500,000anie a nadaonontemptsl
Dnmark..........18400,000 1,000,000desci
Switzerland......... 800,000 850 M00 ler place. Russia in said t) have shown
Sweden ............. 4800,000 850,000
Norway.............4100,000 1000000
Other Countries .. 2 200,000 200,000 will probably con mue to increae ler yield

- of wUeat conte mporaneously with Ca ada
Total in Europe.... 430,400,000 428,650,000

European UTitedyS.ates13,0i0,s0e 15,000o0by

COUNTRIES OUTSIDE OF EUROPE. extending, cultivation to new regions. India,
United States... .. 175,000,000 175,000,000
Algeria .......... 8,006,000 9,000000 by virtue of ler superabundant labor, may
Canada............ 16,00,000 5,000,000 become a great exporter of wheat; but the
Australi............5,000,000 6,000,000 country of ail others whiclii likely to make

ervia..............51,500,0)00 1,500, 000

Eat n.......... 8,000.000 2,000,000 the greateat strides in the race in Canada.
i and800.000 0000It may becoe a question wetler she will
Totalw..........647,400,000 649,650,000 ever distance the United States. The

According to this statemet, the deficiency nited States will show a decline of pro-

is 22,500,000 bushels. Where su , a vast duction, at many points, long before

number of estimates.. as to be made, and the immense wheat fielda of Canada have

the total quantity is so great, exactness is ail got under cultivation.
out of the question. The difference miglit, The extent of the average prý:duction of

in the end, prove to be on the other side. wlieat in Ontario, this year-23 bushels to

If the crop were really deficient, prices the acre-is one of tlie most encouraging
would almost certainly have risen higlier. features, in connection with the material

The wheat crop of 1882 cannot be far from prospects of the country. Juat whern it

an average, wlether it be a little more or a miglit have been expected to show signa of

little leua. Prices do not always depend exhaustion, an almost unprecedented yield

upon the amount of thecrop; there are periods occurs. The old provinces, this shows us§,

of low prices and perioda of high prices ; may bold their own, in face of the competi-

other grains are substituted for wheat wlen tion of the North-wett. The great crop of
large masses of the population of wheat-im- the present year removes many a doubt and

porting countries are receiving las than the many a fear on this point. Thiis crop has,

average wagen. To ld wheat for higer at tlie sa.e time, doubtles been raised at

prices is pure speculation. AIl thinga cn- greater coat than some previous crops; and

sidered, the beat policy fis to seil at the time's relati ely to the labor expended, we may be
price. Canadian farmers wio..ave large said to lave reached a condition of diminiah-

balances to their credit, and farmers who ing returns. But agricultural labor is now

are out of debt and able to liold on, show a performed under conditions far more favor-

tendency to indulge in thiz kind of specula- able than formnerly. From the sickle to the

tion ; and probably nothing will induce reaper is a wide step ;J aud nowîere does

them to desist. We hear mucl of farmers improved machinery tell no effectively as

as borrowers, but litf le of thein as lenders. where labour is scarce and dear.

It in nevertlelesa true that, taken altogether, The future of agriculture will differ muel

tliey have very large ampunts of money at fromn the past. l'he fact that a great econo-

tinterest, whetlier in the shape of deposits MY f labor ie possible on large farma wil

bearing interest, or in sine other form. bring large farms into vogue,.fir.t of ail in

Present sales of grain would add largely to the North-West ; afterwards in the old

this class of deposits in the banka Wlien Provinces. Whet' er we he prepared to wel-

the grain crop is sold, be it soon or late, the corne tie change or not, it wiîî come. The

*amount it will bring will very far exceed same amount of labor will produce more

wlat any previous crop hàs brougt ; for wealth; but how willil be witli the laborer?

Ewliether thie world's wheat crop difTers much Here lies the doubt about the social advant-

or little from the average, the grain crop of age of thie change. A certain number of
Canada far exceeda the yield of any previoue laborers there must always be ; an increase

E yart of...e....e....a-ice.

Already he 175itd 00tat 0 i175,000n,000 a heepes o heideedetcln

THE MONETABY TTMES, TRADE BEVIEW AND INSUBANCE CHRONIOLE. 711


