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takein in winler, nre fu llof eggs, and rendy toi
propaigate, and imstint drives tieim up iinto
freshl aier fojr tliait ]1psue. Cn lthe St. Laîw-
rence, tihey ascendul aie triu1tmarv rivers on the
Nortli Shore wvitl lis ende in viea', buit. ii some
of tihei , at leaslt, iley cannotînul pene(rate very
far. 'J'lev can go 0111 a f1w miiles nî]p the St.
Charles nt Quebec, ald ii tlhe St. Maurice
tliere are lits about liteen mmiles up wi'ich
wumild har tiheir progrùms. Soue of theother
rivers helween 'T hree tivers and Quebe umay
be amore accessible lo Ihmc'm. The condi t ions
under which the spawnim is deposited are, iow-
ever, nknownu.

Mr. Saitle Panvs hnt Ile Tonumnymv Coti lias
beeni an article 'or food in Cainadas, eover nsince
tlim Frencl coloilsts arrived, admu no dolut it
wa'ms relisIed Iv Ilhe mlian s loitng bere thati
timue. No dliiiimimtion ii the supli luis beenm
nmait iced. To-day lh' uii es used, îprinci-

pamîlly he p-Canaian pîumlation, are
Very grat, aml :a. Jaclk Frost comes to heip,
and presmerves tlhe fism imm tlhe iest mmmmemr p-
siile, nonme or lhis valuiable fooii suipph is

wisted. 11. 3<. C.
BIRDS Ol? WESTEIRN ONTAIO.

Sma,-Sincea tlhe aîppearancmue aof yomur Jlammmmuary
mimimiber '1have biieln ruesîe l toexpi a l i lwo
poimgs imm tlhe list of Birds ofi Westerm (ntario,
and have pleasnmre i d oin mg so: 1 sL.-As re-
gamis lime comm Tern, il aiplears inm aime

iaiimilton list as Sterna li'ilsoîii, and in lie
LAioom ii ist ns St'erna fluviatilus, bot namumes

wiere taken fromt Ilme Siimitsonmian catalogue,
buit were takiei it diillerent mdates, and the
name imad been cage inm the intervnl. Ta
be strictly correct in l'o lowi nig tie Smitisonianmu
nommienclatire, we shon mm id drolp lime Ililsoni amd
adopt Ilme fluvutilis is beimg the mmost recemit,
iaid lot uis hope hit hliere will somm ie i niiimd
of these fret 1quîent changes in siplecilic nmangles
whmîich ma so perpl~)exing to lime stlmueti. 2mnd.-

A regards tlhe large Rails, the speuimienm mre-
ferredi to in tihe Hlamîiltoni lit was brouglt

ie Iy a local sportsmmmmîmm who said il wis the
only omie of' Ilme kimid lie ial ever limoe here,
buit lie iud often shot thmn at Baptlisie (r'ek;
tliat they bred tMere; dhis wvas mo nii appear-
ance the Clapper Rail, as the îmeasmremenmmt as
allso tlhe leached-worn appearanc of the pu-
mage agmrd with thei deciîuimtis given of
thmat species, and tie etiry was mmade for the
lit, in ncordace withl tiese faciti. Wiether
I was strictly correct Or lot in tile ietilica-

tionm will jrobably not lie kown, as hm speci
mois refcrred to vas lost, and ieihlier of the

large rails las been foinud here since that
ti.me; the one which breeds at Baptiste Crek
anid the St. Clair imiarsles is Lime kinig mil,
RUlluS elegans.

I have to record tie capture within the past
ten days af a second specimuei of the Bari

Ow'l, Strizliammea ; this w'as a femiale shmot ait a
lirimm-iouise iearDuidias, aboitîlourmutiles fron
wliere tlhe olher was obtained. It is quite pos-

slible flait this pair smay have left their home
imi the south in coipanmy, benit ni a voyage of
diiscovery ; if so, tiley have imlet the fate which
frequently befills adventurers in iew coun-
tries, viz.: been skinied by the natives.

Pine grosbeaks have ieenl very abuinidant
rounmi fle city mince the idduolie of Jaiiary
they are mneariy all in Lime groy plumitage, being
aither imak.s o inunatire males. The ap-
peairance of these birds in suach inummmbers may
be laken as ai inidieat.ioi of' ic severity of tie
winter inm Ile nortlh as I have not ieard of
their bieing iere at all for imanymm1 years past.

Ycimr tr:.]y, 'T. MeiLt aÀaITi.
Cmairmbrae,Hamiton,C., h LI Feb., 1883.

CROW BLACKBIRDS.

Your corm'resipoindenmt imm tlhe .lanînry No. of
the " C. S. & N.," Mr. Erneslt 1). Wintle, pro-
bably reers la uiait one species of grackle ini bis
remmarks iunder the ai'oe capion i. h'ie Boat-
tniled O rackle isi a Soitieri pecies, not yet ne-

corded as foîud inm Canada , I >elieve. Thie'
Piurpile Grackies are abuindant in Canaàdá, and
the " bot-like " sI'preadirfg Of' lie tmii miy be

coiuommnly observed dm ig the love seasn of'
theus birls, hen tlie malesus d misplay thmn-

selves, both oi tie wing imand struttimog uipon
tiegroinmd..i have oflten watcied timese grackles
in the city of Thiree Rivers, P. Q., wiere they
bureed abuiiditantly, and being ummmmmolested there,
are very tamile, feeding iupou tlie streets and in
gardens. The undes are larger and of iand-
somner plimuage than li he emales, and the con-
trast is quite inoticeiile.

Tie Iusty Gracklc, ammalespecies is also
foimmd iii Cainada, but Mr. Wintie's renarks
vill niot apply ta tiis bird.
The ]3oatt-aiiled Grackle exceeds in size lie

P nrple Graek1e, especall y imi length1, and woauld
iever b cofounoîided willh anîy of our snmudiler
North Amierican G rack les. I m yiv catalogmue of
the " Birids of Mainaim "I have r'eeo'rdd simgle.
occurrence of the Boat-tailed Grackle in thisi
State, and I do mot know of any othmer record
of the siecies ocurring so far north.

Portlaud, Mainle. E V'itru SItrIn.


