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. CORRESPONDENOE. -
THE CUST(OMS VACANOY.
T the Editor of ''HE TRUE WITNESS :

Si1e,~—In your editorial items of Jast
week I noticed with pleasure yonr strong
adovaoy of the claims of Mr. W. J. Mc-
Kenna 'to the vacaney caused by the
death of the late Jamenved John Cox,
E-q.  In my bumble opinion you have
struck on the right man; and anything
you can do to forward his intereats will
be favorably received in the commeroial
and socia! circles of Montreal. Apart
from creed and nationality, Mr. MoXKeona
has olaims on the position no other man
in the service can command. He has
had seven or eight years practical ex-
perience in the office and is as thorough-

- Iy at home with the most complicated as
with the minntest details of the business.
To these qualifications, which are of
primary importance to that department
of the service, Mr. McKenna addsscholar-
ship, business tact, and what is all im-
portant to the mercantile community,
great suavity of manner. Polite, nunas.
suming and unnstentatious, yet, withal,
dignifiedin the discharge of his duties; he
has popularized himself with the public
and his conjreres alike, and no man’s name
in the Civil Service is sofamiliar and held
in snch kindly regard as that of W.J.
McKenna. It is to be hoped that the
Department, in 1ts appnintment of a
man to this impertant office, will weigh
well the ﬁ-os and cons of the publicin-
terest. o mere figure-head, however
waighty the influence behind him, will
satisfy the public, or command the re-
spect due to the herd of the shipping
office. Bomw recent appointments in the
Civil Service confirmn this statement.

Mr. McKeuna, if [ may presume on a
long and friendly acquaintance, unlike
some of his conferes, will never solicit the

. egnivocal support, bend the knee, or
gravel to that species of manhood (mo
common in the Civil Service) who get
pitchforked into commanding positions
through paying the same price they ex-
act from those low enough to approach
them for aid. He is too much of a man
for such contemptable engineering. If
some of his conf-res would only take s
leaf from his book they would command
what they now lack, the respect of all,
Hoping to see * Billy” apoointed solely
on hismerits, -

: I am, Bir,
CONSISTENCY.

Montresl, 18th Aug.. 1843.

SCHOOL INSPECTORSHIP.
To the Editor of THE TrRUE WITNERS ;

Sir,—~I hope you will extend your
usual courteay to an inexperienced mem-
ber of the “sex,” asking, for the first
time, a very smallspacein your valuable
paper to express sympathy with the
object of the snbject healing this letter.
I have not the presumption to hope that
I ean add apything new to your pub.
lishtd enrrespondence on the subject;
but, as one of the teachers emiployed in
a large gchool, subsidized by the Com.
missioners, I have a right to express an
opinion, My opinian, then is, that an
Englich Inspector is & long felt want,
and that we, Iady tcachers, can never
reccive, and will never receive, common
justice wuntil this pressing want is re.
imnoved. There is one point, to which
your correspondents did not refer, that I
should wish to supply, and have an ex-
presaion of opinion on it, from otbers in
the gervice, having linger experience
than | have: Suppnse (and the sup-
pegition is quite natural) the lady prin-
eipal of a school and one of her asaiatants
are ab varience ou some point of dis-
cipline, government, method, or organiza.
vion, the texcher knowas, froma practical
experience acquired in ber class-room,
that she is right in purruing a certrin
cauge ; the lady principal uhjects to her
negistant’s course, not thal it is wrong,
but that she herself has preconceived
ideas, and tells her, .in very decided
iangnage, she must not deviate from the
“rules ” and *“‘course of studies ” laid
down for her guidance, and approved of

by the enncentrated wisdom of the School.

Commissioners, none of whom, howerver,
know anything of practical teaching.
Now, what is to-be done in a gase of thie
nature,—and cases of this kinud happen
trequently : The teachér knows she is
- right, and will oot submit grecefully to
what she holds is wrong; while on the
other - hand, the - principal knows her
.assistant i§ not wrong, bup thay she.is
© simply. deviating from - her own. pre-
oancelved idiay of how thinis shionld be

done: © Wuiild not wn Engligh Inspector,

if we had one, be.the: proper person to
settle points of difference of this nature ?
Would not his decision be final ? On alt
the other points at.issue, I fully agree
with your correspondents, and cordially
endnrse everything I have seen in THE
True. WiTNEss on the subject of the ap-
pointment. :
o Kare.
R .
SCHOOL INSPECTORSHIP.
To the Editor of THE TrRUE WITNESS :

DEar S1r,—TI have been very much in-
terested in your arguments re School
Tnspectorshipn. Like all other taxpayers.
I was in perfect ignorance of the want of
such an officer as you advocate, until I
followed up step by step, the grounds
upon which you found your arguments
and the legitimate conclusions following.
Everything, I have read from your own
polished pen, and every word and sen-
tence in your correspondence on the sub-
ject, confirms my growing belief;, that,
our children have been sadly ne:lected
in their education, from want of regular
and proper school! inmpection. To say
that they bave been sadly neglected. is
putting it in the mildest form, since
there is such strong and damning evi-
dence from the best judges in the case—
from the most interested, next to the
parents—from the teachers.themselves.
The teachers’ claim alone, calling for
the appointment of an Eaglish Inspector
of Bohools is prima facie evidence that
the want exists, and that the Govern-
ment should see to the want being Blled
without delay. I wonder does the School
Board take any stock in the appointment
you, Mr, Editor, and the teachers are
now so vigorously advocating? There
is one measure at least, they are parti-
culurly interested in, viz., the ratepayers’
taxes. Whether those taxes are devoted
to the education of our children, or for
the most part sunk in ornamenting and
remodslling palaces of untold cost, is &
question that is open to debate. At
present, I shall not debate it, but turn
to another point, According to the TRUE
WiITNESs, of & certain date of June last,
Ald. Kennedy succeeded in having a
gentleman appointed on the School
Board, in every way acceptable to those
whore interests he represents on the
Board. Now the question that presents
itself to my view at the moment is this:
Why did not Mr. Kennedy have two
Irish Catholic representative Commis-
sioners, nominated and appointed in
place of only one My object in putting
the question is this :—From a ocursory
survey I have bad of the Taxpayers’
Rolls of the twelve Wards of the City ;
| find that the English speaking Catholics
of the twelve Wards, contribute taxes to
the c¢ivic treasury, amounting to over
Two S1XTHS of the whole taxes contribu-
ted by all other Catholica. Now, as the
School Board, as at present constituted,
consists of sIx members, it will bs seen
that Two of the six, should be men ac-
ceptable to, and representing Irish Catho-
lic interest on it.

{ hope that this letter will fall under
the nntice of Ald Kennedy, to whom
the Joregoing qnestion is particularly
sddreased. It wiil be seen by those who
read between the lines, that my argu-
ment resolves itself into this:—Had we
two representatives gn the School Buard,
:3 I have shown we should have, uo
doubt, this united influence and support,
would bae freely lent to the TrRue WITNESS,
and the teachers in their peaceable
crusade for the appointment of au-aec-
ceptable English School Inspector. As
it is, no donbt, they will have as they
should, the powerful influence and eup-
port of ope gentleman, but it iz & truiem
that double influence wonld be more
powerfully felt than single inflience un
der present conditions. Another point
to which, as parent and taxpayer, I
would invite public attention is, the
want of good text-books in our publio
schools. . From the “Primmer,” placed
in the hands of the infant, up to, and iu-
cluding the highest “reader,” placed in
the bands of the most advanced pupil,
not ane can be said to be a text of even
ordinary merit, 1 will say nothing about
the selection of the lessone ; beyond what

.every one of common sénee knowa :—the
-selections are notoriously dull and unin-
teresting. The most important thing

after the selections, viz., the “grading”

is absolutely 7L . Yet, these valueless
‘books cost parents & pile of money.  In’
-my humble opinion, all these objections

could be overcome,"-bi the appointmernt
of _a  compstent Schonl Inspector. It
willhe my dity in a”further contriby-

tini on thig subject, to .show, huw. and

‘where an Inspectur’s’ usefulvess wuuld -

come to the teacher’s aid in the selection
of school texts; their tgra.ding, and in the
use and importance of marginal notes.

A, MurH=Y, Accountant.
Montreal, 12th Aug., 1893,

THE BLACK FRIARS.

Something About the Socfety Whioh
Salnt Dominic Founded.

A kind friend, who takes & deep inter
est in all matters pertaining to the suc-
cess and glory ol ourreligion, gent us the
following, which be clipped from the
Daily Eastern Argus, of Portland, Me.,
and on which he remarks that it has
“the true ring about it.” We reproduce
the letter for the berefit of our readers :

“1 spose that’s the figger of the Bis-
hop,” seid & man to me the other day,
pointing to the statue of D mingo de
Guzman enshrined in the facade of St.
Dominic’s church. Perhaps half the
Protestant population of this city believe
the statue to be that of the living Bishop
Healy, and the other half that of the
late Bishop Bacon of blessed memory ;
g0 profound is the ignorance displayed
by this people of the church of its
fathers and of the biatory of the mighti-
est institution since the downfall of the
old Roman Empire—upon whose grave,
said quaint Thomas Fuiler, it sits crown-
ed. There are men, not a few but a
multitude, who are proud of this ignor-
ance uf an ecclesiastical organization of
which it has been said by a Protestant
historian that “There is not, and there
never was on this earth, a work of hu-
man policy so well deserving of examin-
ation as the Roman Catholic Chureh,”
which pumbers inore communicants
than all the otber Christian denomina-
tions combined, and which many
thoughtful minds regard as the only efi
cient barrier againet the rising tide of
rationalism. That Protestantism pro-
vokes unbelief many do stoutly affirm,
perhaps having in mind this dictum of
Mucaulay: “The doctrine of Bossuet,
that transubstantiation is affirmed in the
Gospel, and the doctrine of Tillotson that
transubstantiation is an absurdity, when
put together produce by logical necessity
the inferences of Voltaire.”

It seems strange on first thought that
a people which boasts of its schools and
its general intelligence should be so
ignorant, and so contentedly ignorant, of
the higtory of the famous Black Friars
whose monnsteries are scatiered through-
ont all Christendom, and even dot the
pagan shores of Asis rnd Africa, who
have produced great  scholars  like
Albertus Magnug, and Thomas Aquinas,
and Raymund de Pennafor:e, and who
have played no unimportant part in the
settlement and civilization and religious
growth of this countty, However, not
much is to be expected of those who con-
found the chromo culture of Chautauqua
with scholarship and who trke their
knowledge us invalids with wenk atom-
achs take their nutriment, half digested.
ignorance of the preaching Frinrs is but
natural with those whose only know-
ledge of Catholicism is derived from the
so-called * confessions” of a bawd like
Maria Monk, or the grotesque deliver-
ancesof clericalblackguards and buffoons
like the very irreverend Dr. Fulton. [
have mentioned Macaulay's iribute to
the Catholic church. It may not be
amiss, in view of the ignorance above
indicated, Lo quote at length those
splendid ‘and memorable sentences in
which the historic importance and
present power of the cnurch are set
forth:

. * The history of that church joins to-
gother the two great ages of human civi-
lization. No other iunstitution is lefi
standing which carries'the mind back to
the times when the smoke of sacrifice
rose from the Pantheon, and when ¢am-
elopards and tigers bounded in the Fla-
vian amphitheatrs, The proudest royal
houses are but of yesterday, when com-
pared with the liue of the Supreme Pon-
tiffs, That line we trace bmok in an
unbroken series, from the Pope who
orowped Napoleon in the nineteenth
century to the Pops who crowned Pepin
ip the eighth ; and far beyond the time
of Pepin the agust dynasty extends, till
it is lost in the twilight of {able. The re-
public of Venice came next in antiguity.

K

O OFHER Sarsaparilla Dosses-
ses - the' Combination, Proportion

Sarsaparilla Peculiar-to Itself.

But the republic of Venice wasimodern
when compared with the Papacy; nnd
the republic of Venice is gone, and the
Papacy remains. The Papscy remains,
not in decay, not a mere antique, hut
full of life and youthful vigor. The
Cathoalic church is atill sending forth t»
the farthest ends of the world mission-
aries as sealous as thoss who landed in
Kent with Augustin, and still confront-
ing hostile kings with the same spirit
with which she confronted Attila. The
number of her children is greater than
in anv former age. Her acquisitions in
the!New Wi .rld have more than compeu-
sated for what she has lost in the OId

“Nor do we see any sign which iundi-
cates that the term of her long dominion
is approaching. Shesaw the commence-
ment of all the governments and of »'l
the eccclesiastionl establishments that
now exist ia thetworld ; and we feel no
assurance that she is nnt destined to sen
the end of them all. She wag great amd
respacted before the Saxon had set foit
on Britain, befrre the Frank had passe:!
the Rhine, when Grecian eloguence il
flonrished at Antioch, when idols w. re
still worshipped io the temple of Mecea.
And she may stili exist in undiminish|
vigor when some traveller from New Z a-
land shal!, in the midst of & vast solitud«,
take his stand on a vroken arch of Lim-
don Bridge to sketch the ruinsof St.
Paul's.” ,

These sentences should be, to use on-
of Macauley's own phrasges, familiar 10
every achool boy. That erudite yourh
may recall them with pleasure in their
rhetorical beauty and with profit in their
historiocal significance,ns he pauses befor:
the stately pile which bears the name ¢t
Saint Domipic and ponders over iix
menning.

Whatever bhis religious prejudices or
predilections, he will do well to weigh the
wise words of Charles Kingsley: * We
cannot safely combat the errors of man
or system without first ~iving them full
credit for whatever excellencies they may
retain,”’ and to adopt ns his own the
broad dictum of George Ehot, that * all
the great religions of the world, historic-
ally considered, are rightly the objects of
deep reverence and sympathy—they are
the record of spiritual sirnggles which are
the types of our own.”

The scbhool boy in question, if he be &

outh of sensibility and some thirst for
{nowledge, cannot fail to be intereated
in the famous society of St. Dominie, the
JSratres praediciatores, who have given the
Catholic world sixty-six Cardinals and
four Popes, and number among their
contributions to the service of Holy
Church the great names of Albertus
Mugnius, Thomas Aquinss, Henry Suso,
Savonarola, I.as Casas, and Lacordaire.

ALFRED YORK.

M - Emmanue! - Champigneulls

PARIS. BAR LE DUC. FRANCE.

FIGURE WINDIWS
STATUARY | FOR GHURGHES.

Approved by His Holiness Tope Flus IX., Briof 1885,
Co'd Medals at all the Unlversal Expositions.
Grand Prix d'Honneur, Fome, 1870,
AGEMTS IN AMERICA ;

CASTLE & SON.,
20 UNIVERSITY ST., - MONTREAL.

Also ftor JIOHR TAYLOR & CO., England,
BELL FOUNDIRS.

QUINN & DUGCAN,

Advocates, Solicitors and Attorneys,
OFFICES, TEMPLE BUILDING,
185 ST. JAMES STREET, MONTREAL

M. J. ¥, QUINN, Q.C., Crown
Prossoutor.

J, DUGGAN, LL.B. .

JUDGE M. DOMERIY,
Consulting Counsel,

SAVINGS BANK CHAMBERS!
Montreal.
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DOHERTY & SICOTTE,
- {Forwmerly DOHEBTY & DOHERTY,] .
Advocutes-: and : Barrviaters, .
180 BT. JASMES STREKT,

and Process which makes. HOOD!S | .
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