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THLE CUSTdMS VÂANCY.

To the Editor ol' IrE ITRUE WITNESS:

Sia,-In your editorial items of last
week I noticed with pleasure your strong
adovacy of the claires of Mr. W. J. MNo-
Kenna to the vacanOy caused by the
dpath of the late lamented John Cox,
E q. ln my bumble opinion you bave
struck on the rigbt man; and anything
you an do teo forward bis interests will
be favorably received in the commercial
and social circles of Montreal. Apart
from creed and nationality, Mr. MoKenna
bas claims on the position no other man
in the service eau command. He has
had seven or eight years practical ex-
perience in the office and is as thorough-
ly at home with the mroat complicated as
wiL the minutest details ofthc.business.
To these qualifications, wich are of
primary importance te that department
of the service, Mr. MeXenna adds echhlar-
ship, business tact, and what is al im.
portant to the mercantile community,
great suavity of nanner. Polite, unas-
sumin and innstentatious, yet, withal,
dignifiedin the discharge of _is duties; he
has popularized himself with the public
and bis confreres alike, and no ma.n's name
l the Civil Service is so familiar and held
in ancb kindly regard as that et W. J.
MoKenna. I is Lo be hoped that the
Department., intAs appnirtment of a
man to this imprrtant office, will reigh
well te pe2os and cons oeo fb.public ln-
terest. iNo more figure-head, however
weighty the influence behind him, will
satisfy the public, or command the re-
spect due to the head of the ahipping
offiSe. Sonr recet appointments in the
CiVil SP.rViCe Co firtnithiS taten2et.

Mr. McKenna. if 1 may presume on ai
long and friendly acquamntance, unlike
anme of bis conferea, will never solicit the
equivocal support, bend the knee, or
gravel to .that species of manhood (so
common in the Civil Service) who.get
pitchforked into commanding positions
through paying the same price they ex-
act fron those low enough to approach
them for aid. He is too much of a macn
for such contenhptable engineering. If
some of bis coulf-res would only take a
leaf from his book they would coimmand
what they now ahck, the respect of aL'
Hoping to see "Billy" apooimted solely
on his merits,

I am,Sir,
CosisTEscr.

Montreal, 13th Aug.. 1893.

SCI100L INSP.ECTORSH IP•.
To Jhe Edtor of TH-E TRUE WITNFs :

SiR,-I hopwe you will extend your
usual courteay to an inpxperienced mum.
lier of the "sex," asking, for the firs,
time, a very smallspacein your valuable
paver to express sympathy with the
object of the subject heading this letter.
I have not the presumption to hope that
I can add anything new to your pub-
lishid carres rîndence on the subject;
but, as one of the tenchers employed in'
a large echool. subsidized hy the Com.
missioners. I have a riglht to express an
opinion. My opinion, thon is. that an
English Inspector is a long felt want,
and that we, lady tcachers, can never
receive, and will never receive, common
justice until this pressing want is re.
ioved. There is one point, to which
your correspondenfta did not reer, that I
shnld wish to snpply, and have an ex.
pression of opinion on i, fro othera in
lle service, hî'ving longer experieilce

than I have: Suppose (and the sup.
position is iuite natural) the lady prin-
cipal of a scool anid one of ber assistant-s
ore at varience ii some point of dis-
ruipline,government,mrnetbod,ororganiza.
tion, the teacher knows, from practical
experience acquired in her class-rem.
that lie le right i pursuing a certain
cause; the lady principal objecta to ber
nOsistant's course, not. that it l wrong,
but that she herself has preconceived
ideas, and tells ber, in very decided
iangnuge, she muet not deviate from the
"i rulesI" and "course of studies " laid
down for ber guidance, and approved of
hy the concentrated wisdom of the School.
Commiesioners, none of whom, bowever,
Iknow anything tof practical teaching.
Now, whit is to be done lu a case-of this
nature,-and cases of this kind happen
trequently: The teachér knows .he la
right, -and will not submit gracefully to
what she holde l wrong; while on the
oabe hand, the prinicipal knows her
assistant is .not wrong,. bujt thratahe is
.simply. deviatmnu fromr. h er own pre,-
canceivel ji.. ,f tciines~ houlid hie
donu WÙud no u. Engiili Inspector,

TRU~'I'±Nas ÀtJY OTROLîU - oHRÔmoa.

if we had one, be-.tbo -proper person to
setle points of difference of this nature ?
Would not his decision.be final ? On all
the other points at isue, I fully agree
with your correspondents, and cordially
endnrse everything I have seen lu THEz
T.aiE-WTme s on the subject of tbe ap.
pointinent.

SCHOOL INOP:EOTOR8IIP.

To the Editor of TI&E TRUE WITNEsS

DEâa SIE,-I have been very much in-
terested in your arguments re School
Tnspectorsbip. Like all other taxpayers.
I was in perrect ignorance of the want of
such an officer as you advocate, until I
followed up step by step, the grounds
upon which you found your arguments
and the legitimate conclusions following.
Everything, I have read from your own
polished pen, and every word. and sen-
tence le your correspondance on the sub-
ject, confirme my growing belief, that,
our children have been sadly ne 'Iected
in their education, froin want of regnlar
and proper school inspection. To say
that they bave been sadly neglected. is
putting it. in the mildest form, since
there is such strong and damning evi-
dence from the best judges in the case-
from the most interested, next to the
parents-froin the teachers-themselves.
The teachers' claim ialone. calling for
the appointment of an English Inspector
of Schools e prima facis evidence that
the want existe, and that the Govern-
ment should see to the want being filled
without delay. I wonder does the School
Board taike any stock in the appointment
yon, Mr. Editor, and the teachers are
now so vigorously advocating? There
is one measure at least, they are parti-
cularly interested in, vis., the ratepayera'
taxes. Whether those taxes are evoted
to the Education of our children, or for
the most part sunk in ornamenting and
remodelling palaces of untold coSt, je a
question that is open to debate. At
present, Ishall not debate it, but turn
to another point. According to the TRUE
WITNEsS. of a certain date of June last,
AId. Kennedy succeeded in having a
gentlemen appointed on the School
Board, in every way acceptable to those
whose interests ho ropresenta on the
Board. Now the question that presents
itself to my view at the moment is this :
Why did not Mr. Kennedy have two
Irish Catholic representative Commis-
sioners, nominated and appointed in
place of only one ? My object in putting
the question ie this3:-From a cursory
survey I bave hart of the Taxpayers'
Rolls of the twelve Wards of the City ;
1 find that the Englieh speaking Cathoheos
of the twelve Wards, contribute taxes to
the civic treasury, amounting to over
TWO SIXTS of the whole taxes contribu-
ted hy ail other Catholics. Now, as the
School Board, as at present constituted,
consiste of six members, it will be seen
that rO of the six, shoutd ibe men ac-
ceptable to, and representing Irish Catho-
lic interest on it.

I hope that this letter will fali under
the notice ef Aid Kennedy, ta wom
the foregoing question le particularly
addressd. It will be seen by those who
read between the lines. that my argu-
ment resolves itself ijto ihis:-Had we
Lwo repreenta'ives un the School Board,
s I have shown weshouldb ave, no

doubt, this united influence and support,
would be freely lent, t the TRUEz WTzEs8,
and the teachers in their peaceable
crusade far the appointment cf ai an-;
ceptable English School ispector. As
it le, nodoubt, they will have as they
should, the powerful influence and sup-
port of one gentleman, but, it is a truism
that double influence would be more
powerfully felt than single infiaence un
der present conditions. Another point
to which, as parent and taxpayer, I
would invite public attention is, the
waut cf good text-books in our public
schools. From the "Primnmer," placed
in the hands of the infant, up to, and ii-
cluding the ighest "reader," placed in
the bande of the most advanced pupil,
not one eau be said to be a Lext of even
ordiuary merit. I will say nothing about
the selection of the lessona; beyond what
.every one of common senueknows :-the
-selections are notorioualy duli and unin-
.teresting. The most important thing
after the eilections, viz., the "gradine"

.i absolutely n l. - Yet, these valueless.
books coat parents a pile of money. - In
-my humble opinion, all those objections
could be overcome, by tle a.ppoimtment
of a competent Scho"l Inspector. IL,
wil)Jbe mny di'îy ini a further contribu.-
.ion on r.his subject, te show, how- atnd

where tan Inspectur's usefuluîess woiuld

come to the teacher's aid in the selection
of school texte.; thoir grading, and in the
use and importance of marginal notes.

A. MRIay, Accountant.
Montreal, 12th Aug., 1893.

THE BLACK FRIARS.
Somethinu About the society Which

Saint Dominte Founded.

A kind friend, who takes a deep inter-
est ri aIl matters pertaining to the suc-
cess and glory of ourrrehgion. sent us the
following, which he clhpped from the
Daily Eastern Argus, of Portland, Me.,
and on which he remarks that it has
"the true ring about it." We reproduce
the letter for tbe benefit of our readers:

"I spose that's the figger of the Bis-
hop," said a man to me the other day,
pointing to the statue of D imingo de
Guzman enabrined in the facade of St.
Dominic's church. Perhaps half the
Protestant population of this city believe
the statue to be that of the living Bishop
Healy, and the other half that of the
late Bishop Bacon of blessed memory;
se profound is the ignorance displayed
by this people of the church of its1
fathers and_ o the history of the mighti-4
est institution since the downfall of the«
old Roman Empire-~upon whose grave,
said quaint Thomas Fuller, it siti crown-
ed. There are mon, not a few but a
multitude, who are proud of this ignor-
ance of an ecclesiastical organization ot
wbich it has been said by a ProLestant,1
historian that "There is not, and there1
never was on this earth, a work ofb u-i
man pôlicy so well deserving of examin-
ation as the Roman Catholic Church,"
which numbers more communicante
than ail the other Christian denomina-
tions combined, and which many
thoughtful minds regard as the only effi
cient barrier againet the rising tide of
rationaliemu. That Protestantism pro-i
vokes unbelief many do stoutly afiirm,1
perhaps having in mind this dictum of 
Macaulay: "The doctrine of Bossuet,i
that transubstantiation is affirmed in thei
Gospel, and the doctrine of Tillotson tha.t1
transubstantiation is an absurdity, when
put together produce by logical necessity
the infereuces of Voltaire."

It seeme strange ou first thought that
a people which boast of its echoole and
its gonenral intelligence should be so
ignorant, and o coritentedly ignorant, o
tlhehistory of the fanus Black Friar
whose monasteries are scattered through-
ont all Cbristendom, and even dot the
pagan shores of Asia and Atrica, who
have prediced great scholar _liket
Albertus Magnus, and Thomas Aquinas,
and Raymund de Pennafor.e, and who
have played no unimportant part in the
settlement and civilization and religious
growth of this country. However, not
much ii to be expected of thoise who con.
formid the chromo culture of Chautauqua
with scholarship and who take their
knowledge as invalida with weak atom-
ache take their nutriment, half digested.
Ignorance of the preaching Friare is but
naturil wi.h those whose only know-
ledge of Catholicism is derived from the
so-called " confessions" of a bawd like
Maria Monk, or tie grotesque deliver-
ancesof clericalbplackguuardsand buffoons
like the very irreverend Dr. Fulton. I
have mentioned Macaulay'@ tribute te
the Catholic church. It may not be
amie, i view eq the ignorance above
indicater!, to qîrote at length those
splendid and niemorable sentences lu
which the historia importance and
present power of the cururch are set
forth:.

'The history of that eburch joint-
gether the twa great agea ot humnan clvi-
lization. No other institution is left
standing which carries-the mind back to
the tumes wheu the smoke of sacrifice
rose from the Pantheon, and when cam-
elopardsuand tigers bounded in the Fla-
vian amphithestre. The proudest royal
houses are but of yésterday, wben conm-
pared with the lie of t.he upreme Pon-
tiffs. Thst line we trace back i an
unbroken series, frorn the Pope who
crowned Napoleon lu the niueteenth
century.to the Pope who crowned Pepin
i the .eighth ; and far beyond the time
of Pepin the agnat dynasty extends, tili
it is lost i the twiligbt of labié. The re-
publia cf Veniue came net mi antiquity.

But the republic of Venice was'modertn
when compared with the Papa cy; and
the repubbc of Venice je gone, and the
Papacy remains. The Papacy remainrs,
not in decay. not a mere antique, but
full of lite and youthful vigor. The
Catholic church is still sending forth t
tbe farthest ends of the world miissiion-
aries as sealous as those who landed ijr
Kent with Augustin. and still confrant-
ing hostile kings with the sarne spirit
with which she confronted Attila. 'Tihe
number of ber children le greater thanl
in anv former age. Her acquisitionm in
the'New Wrrld have more than conpen-
sated for what she bas lost in the Old

" Nor do we see any aign which inudi-
cates that the term of lier long dominion
is approacbing. She saw the oommencp-
ment of all the governments and of à4l
the ecc!eslautioal establishments thti
now exist in thetworld ; and we feel ni
assurance tliat she i rinot destined to sen
the end Af tbern al. Shie was great and
respected before the Stxon had set foM
on Britain, before the Frank had paaseil
the Rhine, when Grecian eloquence .i'. I
fliurished at Antioch, whern idols w, re
stili worshipped in the temple of Mece.i
And she niay stili exist in undiminish*'d
vigor when some traveller frorm New Z a-
land shall, in the midst of a vast aolitudî.
take his stand on a broken arch of L.'î-
don Bridge to sketch the ruine of St.
Paunl'e."

These sentences ahould ho, to use on
of Macauley's own phrases, familiar i
every school boy. That erudite youl'
may recall them with pleasure in thei r
rhetorical beauty and with profit in their
historical significancoas ho panses befor'
the stately pile which bears the name .'-

Saint. Dominic and ponders over us
meaimng.

Whatever his religions prejudices or
predilections, ho will do well to weigh the
wise words of Charles Kingsley : " We
cannot salely combat the errors of main
or system without first -iving tbem full
credit for whatever excellencies they may
retain," and to adopt Fs his own the
broad dictum of George Ehot, that " all
the great religions of the world, historic-
ally considered, are rightly the objecte Of
deep reverence and sympathy-they are
the record of spiritual struggles which are
the types of our own."

The school boy in question, if ho be a
youth of seuibility and some thirst for
knowledge, cannot fail to be interested
in the famous nciety of St. Dominie, tho
fratres proeic~dtores, who have given the
Catholoc worid sixty-six Cardinale and
four Popes, and ummber among their
contributions to the service of Holy
Church the great names of Albertus
Mognius, Thonas A quinas, Henry Suso,
Savonarola, Las Casas, and Lacordaire.
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