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NEW AGENTS,

New Acext—Mr. J, M. Dauff has kindly
consented to act as ouragent in West Framp-
ton and vicinity. He isauthorized to receive
subscriptions for the Evexixe Post and Tnur
WITNESS.

Mr. J. P. Kelly, of Brockville, has kindly
consented to actas our agent in the above
place. He will receive subscriptions forthe
EvexiNG Posr and Tree WiTsESs.

Mr. T. B. Leany is authorized to solicit and
collect subscriptions for the Evesivg Post
and TrUE WITNESS.

Mn. Tuomas Manosk is onr special and
only agent for Kingston and Portsmouth.
He is authorized to solicit and collect sub-
scrintions for the Evesixa Post and Tave
WITNESs.

Mr. Tuhowis Sarenay, of Quebec, is our
authorized agent in that city for the sale of
the Evexixe I'ostand the collection of sub-
Ecriptions for the Evexive Post and True
WirNgss

On occount of devoting so much space to
ihe sermon of Father Durke, and the lecture
of, Father Graham, our editorial matter has
‘beenamavoidably crowded out.

STE ANNE'S ELECTION FRAUDS.

Thfzfstc. Anne's election frauds trial is at
an end, and four persons have been found
guilty of fraudulently tampering with the
ballot pﬁpérs. There has been no proof that
Mr. Daflamme was aware that the fraud was
contemplated, but the stain is all upen mem-
bers of -his party. If there is any law left in
Canada, the men guilty of this crime will be
punished as they deserve. The crime they
committed is one of the most serious that a
citizen can be guilty of. In the old country
such a crime would, we Dlelieve, be punished
with the utmost severity of the law, and the
coolness with which public opinion here take
these frauds is but an indication of how much
we are behind old country ideas of right and
wrong. In Great Britain or Ireland a man
found guilty of such an offence as these
six men have Leen, would be looked upon
with contempt; while here there is a great
deat of pity for them. Election frauds arc so
common across the border, that Capadians
have in some cases come to look upon them
as trifles light as air, for which a man should
be no more punished than he ought to be if
he made a successful failure in business, and
left his creditors in as much doubt as to the
real state of his affairs—as aschool boy wonld
be after getting a ¢ riddle-me-riddle-me-ree.”
but we hope the courts will establish a pre-
cedent which will be a warning to men at-
tempting election frauds in future.

CORRESPONDENCIL

THE QUARTERL)Y CATIHQLIC REVIEW.,

continue long in consequence of the unfortu-
nate war which broke out between thetwo.
sectious of the country. There was 1o
money in the trenusury tocarry on the gigantic
struggle with the South; hence the Govern-
ment hwd to fall back on its eredit and create
a paper currency. fn proportion as the cur-
rency iucreased it deprecinted in value; gold
commenced to rise above par, and continited
until one dollar was worth two dollars
and eizhty cents of paper money. The
wiur naturally created labor; manufactures
ros¢  over the country to  supply
the wants of the army. Lands and pro-
perty of every description advanced at ctor-
mots rates; rents alse in proportion. The
means of living bacame exceedingly ex-
pensive.  As Iabor was thrown so extensively
into the market, capital had to yield ; hence
there was n fuir proportion letween jabor
and capital  Moreover, alarge number of men
beenme government contractors, realized im-
mense  fortuncs and adopted an extravagant
mode of living jeven those who moved in the
lower walks of life abounded with money in
conscquence of the high wages received for
their services ; hence the former cconomical
mode of living was abandoned ; extravagance
commenced to prevail. Having acquired these
habits during the war, they continued to live
in the same mannper after the war had termi-
nated ; this was not confined to ong but to
all elasses. During this critical peried a large
amount of property was also purchased at war
prices; men engaged in large speculations,
thinking that this state of things would con-
tinute asherctofore.  This is not all. There
were government rings that acquired an enor-
mous amount of wealth; some of these men
sucked the very plood from the heart of the
country; the Credit Mobiljerring, the
whiskeyring and the dear knows how many
other rings and rascalities, ave suflicient evi-
dence. Not to speak of the Southern clection
frauds, the counting in aman not elected by
the people by a lot of demagogues in Wash-
ington as President of the United States is
the crown of all their raseality. It is quite
natural that the events which transpired from
the commencement of the war up to the time
of Mr Hayes, inauguration, aml even during
the time of his administration, shonld have a
great tendency to shake confidence in the
finnncial state of the country, that wise awd
prudent capitalists should be inactive until
they could sce the necessary stability efallairs
in the country.  The country mnst be mate-
rially affected by their holding lack until
sufficient contidetee will be vestored : when
instead of nsing their money to promote the
interest< of labor, they remain inactive. In
consequence of the depression of business
and enterprise many have been thrown ontof
employinent, the means of Jiving have been
greatly curtailed ; people ave, therefore, oblizud

to  practice rigid cconomy, to  curtail
their  expenses  in their  appuel  and
in  many other things. The country
had  been  well  supplied, or  rather,

overstockud with all kinds of commodities,
which remain in the market, and will only
be sold when strictly needed: this may beas-
signed as o reasonwhymanufacturing establish-
ments are not fua prosperous condition : hence
thix species of labor must be naturally cur-
tailed.  This state of things may continue for
some time, hut it cannot last, for the wants of
the people must be supplied. This erisis, Iike
all former ones, will pass: but the former
mode of living must be adopted. The
struggle is without doubt painful, Lut there is
no remedy for it.

The writer on the =labor question” in
the Cutholic Quuarterly Lleriew by no means,
Mr. Editor, appears to me to have given a
satisfactory  solution.  Had he given the
primary cause of the trouble, and showed the
connection of secondary or contingent cause
of primary, how the effects were produced
by those causes. Had hie traced themback to
the pritary, he might have given afair and
satisfuctory solution of the problern: but in-
stead, he hns given some isolated and indivi-
dual tacts or etlects without a real connection,
such as the failure of a few banks, the depres-
sion of business, the paralysis of manufuctur-
ing establishments ; hence he left the ques-
tion, in a great measure, where he  found it.

{ human

SERMON BY FATHER BURKE.

HIS VISIT TO LANCASHIRE.

THE BEAUTY OF CHARITY AND THE CLLTIVATION
0F TRE SOUL.

On Sunday morning, Oct. 20, Sulford Ca-
thedral was filled in every partby o congre-
gation anxious to hear Father Buwke, the
great Dominican orator, who hed been an-
nounced as the preacher of one of the annuel
charity sermons. .

The rev. preacher said he need scarcely re-
mind them of the especial purpose for which
they had met together that day.  In addition
to the worship and adoration of God by assist-
ing at the adorablle sacrifice of the Mass,
they had assembled to take part in the edu-
cation of the children of that district and
parish. The schools were threatened with
ruin and a large sum of money was expended
upon their restoration and consequently &
large debt was incurred. There were other
debts and other difficultics in connection with
the schools, and to clear off these debtsand to
meet these difficulties, the pestor who had
carc of their souls and who was respousible to
God for the children who were educated in the
schools, made appeal to their charity that dny
His (the preaclier’s) duty was, therefore, like
the servants of the King mentioned in that
day's Gospel, tocall them together in the
name of the King of heaven to the marriage
fenst. And what was the marriage feast? 1t
was the work of divine charity and of high
spiritugl mercy. It they wonld know what
was this mystical marringe feast mentioned
in that day's Gospel, let them consider who
was the bride and who was the Bridegroom.
The Bride was she so often mentioned in the
scriptures—the Holy Church of God, the
Spouse of Jesus Christ, that Churcli whom
God loved so well, and for whom aned for
whose sulvation and beanty Helaid down 11is
own life. And who was the Dridegroom?
The eternal Word of God, Incarnate of the
Holy Ghost and the Virgin Mary, and mude
Mun, and coming down from His royal and
cternitl Throne of Heaven to mect His lowly
Bride upon this earth—coming all the way
from Heaven to take to Himsell owr poor
nature  and  our  Mother, the
Church, to be His Spouse—to wmake joviul
the Mother of us all. Surely charity and

|

There ave other things in the article which
are not at all pertinent to the subject, such as
the poverty, miseries and distress of foreign

THE LABOR QUESTION, OR FINA NCIAL
CRISIS IN THIE UNITED STATES,
To the 2ditor of the TrUE WITSESS.
This yuestion has heen frenuently discuss-
ed; various canses have been assigned; but
as yet no real and satisfactory solution has
been given. [ cannot pretend to explaina
difficulty which learned politicians and wise
statesmen have not solved. An article on
ibe labor question appeared inthe last nun-
ber of the Catholic Quarlerly Review. The
writer shows talent, considerable research
and, no doubt, thinks that the solution of the
question is amply satisfactory. Though he
gives us much valuable information and
throws considerable light on the subject, he
leaves it nevertheless shrouded with diflicul-
ties; Lis readers are still wandering inthe
dark. The present crisis isan cffect of a
cause, or of various causes, which must have
their origin in a primary cause. The cause
of such a revolution of labor and capital cannot
be trivial, but must be profound, for the coun-
try suffers from the Atlantic to the Pacific
coast, from Maine'to the extreme South ; every-
where labor and capital are ina depressed
state; confldence is lacking. It can hardly be
supposed that the evil can he entirely at-
tributed to secondury or conlingent causes,
suchas the fuilure of some business houses or
banks; that can only atfect a certain portion
of the community, but not the country at large.
If we wish to havea conception of the dith-
culty aud to explain it in some way, wo must
trace out the primary cause and sce how the
secondary or contingent causes flow from it.
"I'o do this it is not sufficient to consider the
events which took place since the war;we
must consider the {inancial state of the coun-
try prior toit. Govermments are orgauiza-
tions ; organizations presuppose laws; a law
is & certnin ordinance of reason, emanating
Jcom the supreme authority of the state and
published to the rommunity. Hence the ob-
Jject of the law is to protect the life, property,
rights of theindividual, and promote the pub-
lic good in the best possible manner. TIn the
ordinary course of Government events, if the
BState be stable, organized according to the
dictates of reazon, and governs is subjects in
accordance with ecquity, each one has, or is
supposed to have, some occupation whicl af-
fords him the means ot subsistence; even
though they may e small, he is, or must be,
reconciled to his station in life marked out by
Divine Providence. Hence events pass quietly
and steadily in the usual coursce; the equili-
brium can only be disturbed by wunusual
events, such as political or financial revolu-
Jions; after such revolutions crises follow.
There had been a financial revolution in the
United Statesin 1857. Capital was depressed,
labor was suffering, the banks for a certnin
time refused to redeem their paper. The lepal
currency +as, then, silver and gold. The
country graduslly recovered from the crisis;
the banks - resumed speeie payment; confi-
dence was restored and things commenced to

;
i
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Jove and mercy dictated this great action on
the part of God.  Therefore, when the Minix-
ter uf God, and those who are sent, come tnd
proclaim some great work of charity and
spiritual mercy—or some great work to beac-
complisbed by the Church of God, and the
faithiful, it was nothing more nor less than in-
vitation fo us to enter into the spirit of the
bridal feasi, the union by which God became
the Bridgroom of His Church. And those
works of mercy in which He declares He
took to Himscelf His royul Spouse are manifold.
Seme regard it in the passing needs and
necessity  of  the  orphan; feeding the
hungry, and clothing the naked; but
a greaterand more necessary, ad more im-
portant work of mercy than feeding the hun-
ary, clothing the naked, or providing habita-
tions for the homeless, was in caring for the
most vital intevests of the Chureh of God and
her people.  This was the charity whicl: rose
to the highest regions of spiritua] mercy, ind
it provided not for the Lody that died, butfor
the soul shich lived for ever. It provided for
the soul spiritnal food, and clothed it with
royil parniture.  This mercy, because it
touched the soul, was like that of God, of
whose merey it was written it abideth and
remaineth for ever. Now this was the highest,
noblest and most necessary form of spiritual
charity and mercy. 1t was precisely that to
which he invited their attention, their charity
and their laree contributions that day. First
of all, this work was necessary, not only for
this world, but the next; not only for the
society of humankind, but for the society
whiclh was divine—the Chureh of God. Not
only was it most necessory uml most impor-

"tant Lut, compared with it every other forin

of mierey sank into comparative insignificance.

tands.  Ile savs: SOur unmdmothers’ dresses ) Not only was it most necessary, most impor-

were composed of a simple, plain. narrow | tant, and most useful; but it was a Llessing to
skirt, a plain waist, and long, narrow sleeves. | hior who gave, and to him  who received.

The ereat stocks of fabrics. which factars had
accumulated, made & clumsy dress necessary
to work the goods off ; hence fashion decreed
that women's dresses should be composed of
two, three, or four skirts, and the modes of
trimming were devised strictly forthe purpose
of consuming materials.” T caunot under-
stand why lie spenks of the “grandmeo-
thers” and not also the grandfathers.
Surely, like the “grandmo thers,” they
practised simplicity and economy in their
apparel, 2 description of which would be of
some interest. 1t is strange that the writer
passes unnoted {he great grandsons, the fops
and the extravagant young men of our tines.
Tt can hardly be supposed that the # women”
have been over highly complimented.

The writer speaks of Papal Universilies:
hie says that women were both students and

professors in Papal Universities of Italy. 1
wisl simply to reply briefly to this. Hesays

in Papal Universitics in Italy ! Now he secms
to forget that there were no Papel Universi-
ties outside of Italy. It would be refreshing
and intercsting to sec among the cobwebbed
calalogues of Belogne, Padun, Milan, &c,
those precious documents.  Then, again, no
reason can hie assigned why ladies cannot be
physicians.  The practice of medicine is not
alone arduous,but in many instances extremely
repugnant. Thanks to the good sense of the
Iadies in general, they do not nspire to a
profession in many respects unsuited to their
character. I do notknow by whom the article
was written; bnt T venture to say that Lady
Stanton, Susan B. Anthony and Co,, will hail
portions of it with delight.
Prrer McCRACKEN.
B

Tuk committee of direction of the Grand
Lottery tonid in the completion of the hospital
for the aged and infirm poor of the Grey Nuns
of Montreal have now decided that the public
drawing of prizes will positively take place
on Thursday, January 16th next, at Nazareth
Asylum, 1085 St. Catherine street, Montreal.
They also hope that all persons desirous of
assisting so worthy an object, and who have
not as yet purchased tickets, will do so with-
out any further delay. See advertisement.

—— et~ e

Tnr Oraxee Lapy.—Last BSaturday the
female so well known to the public under the
above cognomen stopped in front of the
Friave’ School on Cotte street, and began to
make use of the vilest of epithets. Finding
np notice taken of her harangue by those in-
side, she walked deliberately up to the door
and with her fist broke three panes of glass.
One of the scholars came out and endenvored
10 persuade her to depart, but this she refused.
However, after expending her wrath in the
most abusive language, she departed wrapping
her cut lhand in a handkerchief. She was
strongly under the influence of liquor at the
time, and by her idiotic conduct attracted a
large crowd of men and boys. Where were

Eo on intheir ordinary course. This did not

the police then? As usual—nowhere !

Most truly the phitosopher and poet said :

The quality of merey is not strained;

It talieth ke the wentle dew from heaven

It s twlce blessed 11t blesseth him who gives
And him who talies.

And all this was involved in the one word,
Catholic education. First of all, 1t was a most
necessary, most pressing neced of man. For
remember what was the nature of man? The
whole vast creation of God might be
divided into two grand kingdoms—namely,
the spiritual and the material. The spirituat
kingdom was that unseen world of which we
madea profession of faith when we sald that
we Dbelieved in God the Creator, not only of
all things visible but invisible. On the other
side there was the vast material creation,
without soul, without spirit, and without any
eternal future before it, destined, in the lan-
gange of Seripture, to be burned up asn
scroll and to perish. The nature of man and
the very formation of man made him a living
link which bound together these two great
kingdoms. In his soul man belonged to the
spiritual, invisible, and indestructible the
immortal and imperishable world of God. In
his soul he was as the angels of God, but in
his body he was corruptibie, corrupt, destined
to perish, of carthly and lowly tustes, and
grovelling in his passion. Unless the divine
and spiritbal clement in him asserted itself
and purified that body, spiritualised it and
raised it above the things that ministered to
the merely carthly desires and bodily pas-
sions, there could be nothing noble in man.
And now, he asked, what was the first want of |
man's sonl—of his spiritual nature? The
first inteilectual want of man was cducation
and  knowledge. That sonl was created’to
know and was gifted with the power to know.
Therefore it craved for knowledge, and if
that were denied it, the soul would sink in-
to almost utter nothingness. It could not,
indeced, perish, because it was immortal, but
it remainedin the helplessness, of infancy, and
the undeveloped power in which it was born.
The body in the meantime grew apace; it
strengthened itself according to its own lower
nature ; it fattened upon its food; it grew
upon its sustenance, it was gnided by the evi-
dence of its senses only; the throbs of its
pulsations quickened and developed passion.
The body grew and the soul remained in the
helplessness of its infancy, and the conse-
quence was that the man whao thus developed
in body whilst he was neglected in soul Dbe-
came a monster and had no grace of God.
He had no governing powars, refining influ-
ences, no mastering principle, no- generous
impulse, no humanising touch, no softening
remembrance of sorrow or trouble to effect
and touch him, His soul was brutalised, and
it was under the dominion of his passion,
while it was crented to be governed bya
strong and well informed intellect which did
not exist in him. He had no law but the
dictates of his lower and corrupt bodily nature.
The consequence was that he became the

enemy of law, for he could not understand

the wmeaning of law. He became intensely

selfish, for e was out from all intellectual

communion witl: his fellow man, which was

the human foundation of divine charity. Out

of this intellectual degradation arose a

moral degradation still more terrible through

ignorance. There was no restraining power,

no purifying influence, and the one and only
thing such 2 man was acquainted with was
the prompiing of passion, the hatural issue of
which was what we call sin. ‘’he very nature
of moral good, the very beauty of virtue, was
an utter stranger to him because his soul had
becn utterly uninstructed. This great truth
was admitted on every side, and our faith
told it to us—the first primary cause of moral
degradation and sin in man was jgnorance.
When Our Lord wept over Jerusalem and pro-
phesied its ruin, that the day would come
when its enemies would not leave a stone up-
onu stone. He told the reason—« Becanse
thouart ignorant, thou knowest not the things
that are to thy peace” The most fearful
crime that was cver committed, the crucifixion
of the Son of God, was, the apostle told us,
the result of ignorance. It was through their
ignorance they did it. It they bad known Him
they would never have crucified the Lord of
Lords. Thus we could tirnce every evil of
human society to ignorance, This was so
true that philosophers, statesmen, and legis-
lators all cried out, % e must cducate the
people.” This cry was on every side, and
schools were springing up everywhere. Then
the Catholic Church said #Yes, we mnst
cducate the people” And why? DBecause
education was the first great want of the nge.
Even worldings and statesmen admitted this.
But the world imposed many duties on man
that did not require much training or educn-
tion—for instance, in the case of lalour,
where one trained mind  was able to guide a
thousand hands. Not so the Catl:olic Church.
8he imposed many laws ; she laid down pre-
cepts ; she propounded many doctrines, but
every single iota of her tenclhing and doctrine
niede appeal to a well trained and educated
intellect. Every single observance of her
law, every precept and practice whicl she
puts upon her children presupposes a well
trained  intellect. Therefore the Catholic
Church insisted and demand that her children
shall be edueated so as to be fit for the duty
impesed upon them. This was a most neces-

.

sary action of the Church and a most necessary
duty that God had imposed upon her and for
whiclr she appeaied for help to perform. Now
the world and the Churcl: agreed as to the
necessity for cducation, but the moment they
came to interpret the meaning of the word
education, statesmen, philosophers, and world-
lings put one meaning upon the word, and
the Catholic Church anether and a different
meaning.  Statesmen, philosophers, and
worldlings said, by all means, cducate the
child. Teach it everything of the laws of
nature and of the laws of the world in which
it lived. 'Feach it the arts and sciences ; teach
it history, but exclude rigorously from itsin
struction everything relating to the Divinity,
everything relating to dogma, cverything re-
lating to veligion or any precise knowledge of
God. Now, practically it came to this: out-
side the Catholic Church and her system
children might be taught history, the laws of
nations how to read the stars in heaven,
everything connected with the geologicnl for-
mation of the world in which we lived, but
outside the Catholic Church there was not a
particle of intluence to appeal to o child's
heart nor to its soul. There was no agency
to make it moral as well as clever. What
followed trom this? It folluwed that the in-
tellectual power might be trained by sucha
svstem of cducation, but he asked, was the
intellectual the only power of the soul? Was
it even the principal power? e denied that
it was. No power of intellect, no deptls of
knowledge ever yetwas ableto restrain the
passions, purify the inclination, rectify the
heart, or zuide the will of man. It was
through his will avd through his heart far
more than through his intelligence that man
acted upon his fellow man for good or for
evil. Ifthat will were left entirely uncon-
tiolled, and if that heart were left entirely un-
purified ; if there were no divine element of
grace, he cared not how the intellect wus cul-
tivated, knowledge only conferred power to
he used ultimately for evil.  The Catholic
Church said to the world, # I will teach your
children everything you can teach them; 1
will provide for them intelligence, everything
you can provide for them; I will give them
the clentents of human knowledge, of the
arts and sciences, history, geology, and every-
thing that comprises the sum total of human
knoWwledge, but side by side with the training
of intelleet, that infusing of intellectual
knowledge, I will purify their senses; I will
strengthen their souls; I will guard them
ugainst the treacherous and slippery ways of
passion and sin; I will teach them their duty
to God; I willteach them the specific and
certain truths that God has revealed, the con-
sequence of these truths; and above all T
will infuse into their souls the Sacramental
graces, through Confession and Hely Com-
munion, that will make their souls healthy
and raise their intellect to seek for higher as-
pirations.” ‘This was the only education that
deserved the name of education, and it was
the only system of education that took in all
the powers of & man’s soul, intellcet, heart,
will, affections and senses, and trained them
not only for this world—to be usefnl and good
members of society—but clothed them in the
gpirit of virtue, of the New Man from Heaven,
and made them fit one day for higler socicty,
the electof God. This was the great purpose
for which he addressed them that day. The
Church could not carry on ler mission to her
children, mnor execute the sublime task of a
Ligh, spiritual and holy, as well asan intel-
lectual education, without the aid of those
who hold her faith. She could not exist un-
icss her children were educated. Therefore,
on this question of life or death, the Church
made her appeal from time to time, like the
aged mother saying to her son, # Give me the
means of life or elseI die.” This promotion
of education was the most important charity
that could be exercised, as well as the most
necessary. Lverything depended upon it
Phe Catholic Church was nch in hergifts and
rich in ler graces, but how pitiful was the
case when one of her children stood and was
not able to comprehend her faith, and was
not able to understand her liturgy, and there-
fore not able to avail himself of her graces
becruse his cducation was neglected? Of
what avail to him were the graces of God,
which were in tho very air he breathed ? Of
what avail to him was thut Divino stream
that was ever flowing in the Sacraments whon
by his ignorance he was like him who for
thirty-six years lay by the pool of Bethesdn,
where the waters were ever moving, and if he
could only get into them he would recover
his health, but who for thirty-six years had to
look upon these waters and could not move
towards them. Finally, to educate children
was the most fruitful mercy we could show to
our own souls or to God. Every man, bo he
Catholic or otherwise, had certain obligations
towards those nround him. Moreover he had
certnin obligations to the future as well as to
the present. He was bound o make some
provision {for the wants of those around him,
and he was bound, if he could; to do some-
thing forthe future of his country and for the

society that would outlive him. Then what

.could he do so fruitful, sv grand, and so use-

ful nsto Le in an especiul manner interested,
and practice generosity, in the work of Ca-
tholic education? 1t would be of little avail
to usif our children were highly qualified
with intellectunl knowledge unless they had
the principles of purity and truthfulness,
generosity and unselfishness—unless they
had these agencies of life within them to
make them faithful servants, honest trades-
men, trustworthy correspondents, faithfuland
relinble acquaintances ? Could theylivein a
society where they could not trust the heart
nor the virtue of their fellow-men? Could
they live in o society that had no restraining
pover, where ¢very man thought most of his
own plensure, sacrificed the honour of his
friends, peace of his family, and well-being of
his wife and children for his own plensure ?
Therefore he who built or helped the Church
to build her schools strengthened her in the
cause of that divine education which alone
could purify the world. But it was not only
for those who wereto comeafter us that this
most useful work should be helped, lLut it
was for our own souls. They were not able
to do much persenally in the way of iaborious
charity. They lad their families, their busi-
ness, and their varipus duties to attend to.
They could not give their time and their
labour to assist the work of education, but
therc was a philosophical axiom that said he
who delegated another to do a good thing got
the credit of having done it himself. There-
fore, according to their charity, their gener-
osity, and their merey, their pastor would be
enabled to do this work of education, and as
they gave towards it they would impart the
glory of this act to their own souls. The
work of instruction would go on, the Charch
would do it, and, strange to say, the crown for
having done it would rest upon their Leads,

“IRISH FAMINE”

GREAT LECTURE BY FATHER GRARAN
Vivid Word-painting of a Terrible
Epoch.

‘ENTHUSIASTIC APPLATUSE

Father Graham's lecture on the # Irish
Famine” was a great siiceess every way. An
audience representing the wealth, culture,
and strength of the Cathiolic Irish clement of
Montreal, was present.  ‘Thereverend gentle-
man should be heard to be appreciated, for
the following synopsis is but « faint echo of
the living word that came from his lips.
Father Grahiam is one of the allest Catholic
orators in America.

M. P. Ryan, Esq, Edward Murphy, Esq.,
Alderman Kennedy, Esq., O'Ncill Lussell,
Esq., M. Mullin, Isq., &c, &c., were present
upon the platform.

He who reealls a painful cpisede in the
life of individuals or nations should Lave a
reason for justifying his cours¢—otherwise he
would justly be looked upon as a man either
without judgment or fecling, or a mere can-
didate for the passing applause of a moment.
In speaking to-night, ladies and gentlemen,
on such a subject as the Irish Famine, T
have two very sufficient reasons for so doing.
In the first place, it is not good that the
rising generation of Irishmen and women
should be ignorant of that awful trial through
which Ireland passed, and, secoadly, the ex-
ample of heroic virtue which the famine
manifested to tlhe world is an inheritance for
the sons and daughiters of a suflering, faithful
race, more precious than all the wealth and
prosperity of the world. I know there ave
men—even Inshmen—to whom sucle a theme
may be distasteful, because it brings back
memories too painful for public discussion. I
recognize at ouce, 1. and g, that side of the
question : Lut, en the other hand, where is the
Ivishman or Trishien, with one spark of re-
ligion or patriotism warming the soul. who
will not feel proud to be the heirs of the
glorious martyrs of Erin7—who will not re-
joice that the blood of God's faithful peopleis
flowing in their veins,—who will not thank
Giod that they are of that race which knew
how to sufier and die, but never knew how to
betray Country or Faith! To hold up, then,
for o tew moments the snd but glorious picture
of Irelund’s endurance under stch ills asnever
afllicted bumanity in any age of the world,
shail be my task this evening. Ircland has
been well called the Island of Destiny. I
have sometimes thought that the practical
names which even Pagan times bestowed upon
Erin, suggestive of glory and sorrow, fore-
shadowed the future history of her pcople.
That history has no parallel in earthly annals,
by its lights and shadows and strange con-
trasts. \Whilc all heathenism uprose furiously
against Christianity and strove to cast it off
as an irksome burden, Ireland accepted the
yoke of the Gospel meekly, as if her very
paganism was of so pure a form as to prepare
men’s minds, in a high degree, for the pure
dispensation of Divine Truth. It is notorious
that the Druidism of the ancient Celts lost
most of its vepulsive features on Irish soil.
While the world was ignomant, Ireland was
learned and the teacher of mankind. When
others were learned, Ircland was as ignorant
as penal legislation agrinst education could
make a naturally very intelligent people.
Ircland posscssed the very finest instinets of
liborty when all other nations were the slaves
of their own despotic government. Thus we
find [rish Church Synods in the Gth century
humanely sending Lack Saxon slaves to Brituin
and threatening the Celtic chiefs and septs
with anathemns if they ill-treated their
British serfs. The descendants of those serfs
have well repaid the just-minded, humane
Irish for their kindness! When Ireland was
rich other nations were poor and abject, but
not one of them ever appenled to Ivish gener-
osity in vain. But, if I continued to demon-
strate the changes and anomalies observalle
in Irish history, I would not have time to
say n word concerning the avowed subject of
the evening's lecture. It would seem that
Ireland had been predestined, by a mysterious
Providence, to the sublime burden of sorrow.
Her woes are no sentimental fancy ; they are
as real as Irish faith, chastity and bravery.
But,  though doomed to suffer, she was not
doomed to succumb to her foes. Shewns per-
secuted by the Dancs, the Anglo-Saxons, the
Normans, the modern English, because she
wns Celtic, becanse she was Irish Celtic, be-
cause she was Catholic, becausc shewas loyal,
because she was rebel so-called, because her
gons leld land, because they had no land, be-
cause she was learned, becnuse she was ignor-
ant, becouse she was rich, because she was
poor, for supporting her own Church, for re-
fusing to support an alien and upstart horesy ;
in short, as tyranny can always find & pretext,
she was persecuted for every reason under the
sun. But she never gave up the fight! Car-

thage wns absorbed by Rome—Sparin by

Athens—Burgundy by France—Scotland by

England—but Ireland isas distinctly a Celtic

uation to-day as she was when Dathi scaled

the Alps, or when Brian- crushed the Raven

on the plains of Clontarf! There is some-

thing extraordinary in such o spectacle. The

Celtic race was never a great builder for this.
world. It was never a worshipper of the ma.
terial. The Indo-Germanic peoples have al-

ways carried the purse and material pros-
perity. They stuck to the soil and gathered.
wealth nbout the domestic hearth, while the
Celts were a restless and warlike race. This

restless spirit, while it has been detrimenta),

to the race in a material sense, has produceg
that indomitable elasticity and untiring re.

sistance which are so marvellously dispinyed

in the relations of Ireland with England.
The Celtic race has laid the foundations of
empires, advanced liternture with magnificent
genius, sang those matchless songs whose
faint and broken echoes are heard nt the pre-
sent day in the Irish ballads, established codes
of law admirable for their justice—it has al.
ways loved justice, this great race—nnd, when.
it had accomplished all these things, it cast
away or let slip from its bands the reins of
empire and, passing on to new scenes, left to
the Indo-Germanic peoples all the benefits
of its Ilnbor and inteiligence. Before ap-
proaching that tragic epoch which forms the
subject of the evening, I must refer particu-
larly to some fallacies very commoaon with
peculiar class of reasoners. Whenever Ire
land has been ground down by unjust enact-
ments, they readily admit the fact, but exense
the English people from any participation in
the tyranny : %It was the Governmment,” they
say, and then imagine that the most satisfac-
tory explanation has been given. But, from
the moment that the British Constitution touk
form and substance as the written and tradi-
tional basis of the national life, can anv man
point out a single Cabinet which conld pursue,
for six months, a policy distasteful to the
great mass of the English people? Is it not

one of the proud bonasts of the Britisl oratoy

that any Mmnister who would run counter to

the wishes of the Dritish public woulll e
hurled from office in aweek ?  How often has

a popular ery smashed a Cabinet? Have we
not the iniluence plainly acknowledged in the

attempt made by Disraeli to raise the Ne-

Popery how! in England when Gladstone ilis-
established the English garrison in Ireland,

called, through sarcasm, a Church. The Jew

Disraeli, whose treaties turn out old <¢lothes

to be torn into rags by Russia and other
powers, understands, if he cannot feel, the in-

stincts of Englishmen. Though Lie has made
Downing sticet a kind of political (heap-

John-shop for the vending of second-hand

policy, and has led the British Lion into u
net from which no philleonic mouse shall

be able to gnaw him forth into liberty—the

Orient bLeing the net which entangles the

surly beast—nevertheless his power to-day

rests solely on his coquetting with the in-

veterate prejudices of the British public. und

cunningly weaving the popular howl of to-

day into the national policy of ts-morrow.

Nor dees lhe stand alone. Every Prime

Minister from Cecil to himself has been but

the mouth-picce of the unreasoning prejudices

and national bate of Britain. Away. then,

with the specious plea that Ireland’s disasters

were the outcome of English officialism and

bureaucratic red-tape! To the English nation,

in great part, are due the harrowing mizeries

of the gallant and indomitable Irish people.
It has been a common reproach with Eng-

lishmen, and a foew blatherskite, worthless
Irishmen, that British rule is necessary to the

material welfare of the Irish people—that the

Irish are improvident—that they are not tit
for self-government. This is, as Father Tom

Burke would call it, &

STHUMPING ENGLISH LB

Look at Australin—look at the i nited

States—look at Canada—France, Spain. Aus-

trin! DBut there remains one illustration ov
what Irishmen are capable of aclieving,

which, were there no other argument, would

be an overwhelming and triumphant enswer

to our calummniators. During the cizhteen

years of self-government tlie population of
Ireland increased enormously—the revenue

was fully equal to all purpeses of government,

and prosperity and plenty reigned in every

part of the land. The rapid inerease of popu-

lation is always a sure sign of good {imes.

The absentee landlords returned in hundreds

to Ireland, aind nonec but worthless rove and

loungers about London and Parisian drawing-
rooms and gambling dens were unmoved by

the rapid elevation of their country to a posi-

tion of happiness and prosperity. Tleir souls

expanded in the novel atmosphere of liberty,

and those who were men at heart alandoned

their former petty pursuits, in order to lend a

hand in developing the resources of as rvich «

country naturally as lies under the sun. So

wonderfully improved was Ireland in a few

years—so evidently capable of self-zovern-
ment—that, while Lnglish politicians grew

alarmed, a grent Irish statesmen exclaimed :—

«If Ireland were surrounded by a wall of
brass 100 feet high, she might not fear. for she
possesses” all ‘that is sufficient for herself, in-

dependently of the rest of the world!” Let
those who prate about matters of which they
are totally ignorant go study the historv of
Irgland from 1782 until the last year of that
century and they will be confounded at the
extraordinary display ot industry, cnterprise-
angd energy on the part of the Irish people.

And that was the era of the Irish l'arliament.
Remember, I am referring solely to the ma--
terial advancement of the couniry. (On other
grounds, setting aside a few just men with

the noble Grattan at their head, I was never-
much disposed to eulogize that Parliament:

I can never forget that it had not a sufficiently

high rense of justice to lift the Irish Catholic-
from the penal mire of Englisu legis--
lation. Ireland is a Catholic nation; she is-
deeply indebted to her Emmets, her Smith

O'Briens, her Mitchells, Martins and Davises,

Lut the Union, the acceursed Union, the cause

of all her modern woes, was carried by a 'ro-

testant Parliament. Had TFlood and bhis

narrow-minded followers been able to rise to

the level of simple justice, Ireland would

never have had cause to weep the frustration

of her brightest hopes. I may as well, while

I am upon this subject, refer to a couple of

other absurdities which arc sustained by men

otherwise sensible enough. We are told that

the law is the srame for Ireland as for England

or Scotland. Let us grant this for o moment.

But have you never heard of the letter of the

law
TWISTED TO PARTY PURPOSES”

No matter how scemingly just English legis-
lation may bo for Ireland, its interpretation is
very different from that of England and Scot-
land. The most equitable law apparently in
tho English statute book is preverted by pre-

‘judice and hate when applied to Ireland. If

this be denied, I point to the whole history
of the British rule in Ircland and defy vefuta-
tion. Again, we hearn greatdeal of the moral
superiority of Protestant over Catholic coun-
tries. England compared with Ireland IS
brought forward confidently as an illustration
of the fact. Now, Iread contemporary Listory
very differently. I obsevve that white gloves
are being constantly presented Dby Irish
sheriffs to the Judges, but I am afraid, if

-Englisk Judges were to abstain from wedding

ceremonies and breakfasts until an English



