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WEDNESDAY, 16—St. Marcellus, Pope and Mariyr,
County and City of Dublin proclaimed 18G6.

Trorepay, 17—St. Anthony, Abbot.

Battle of the Cowpens, 1781, Bishop Magim died,
1849.

Fripay, 18— Chair of St. Peter at Rome. St. Prisca
Virgin and Martyr,

True bills under the *Algeiine Act’ found
against O'Connell for alleged illegal meetings in
Dublio, 1831,

SatoRDAZ, 10— St. Canute, Martyr. §S. Marius and
Companions Marttyrs.

Repeal banquet to O'Conpell and other leading
Repealers, at Newcastle, County Limerick 1843

SuxpaYy, 20—SECOND SUNDAY AFTER Epmiraaxy,
Feaer oF The HoLy Naue oF JESUS.

Preliminary articies acknowledging American In-
dependence, signed at Versailles, 1783.

Moxpay, 21—St. Agnes, Virgin and Martyr,
Proclamation requiring all Catholic clergymen to
quit Great Britain and Ireland in forty days,
1623.

Trrspay, 22—S.S. Vincent aud Anastasius, Martyrs,
Annals of the Four Masters commenced, 1632,

THE VOICE OF THE HOLY FATHER.

4 We urgently bescech of you o assist, with all good
will and fuavor, those men who, animated with o Catkolic
apirit, and possessed with suficient learning, are laboring
in writing and publishing books and jouruals for the dg-
_fense aud propagation of Catholic doctrive"—Eucyeli-
cal letter of Pope Pius IX, in 1853.

& Frovidence seems lo have given, in our day, ¢ greal
riission to the Cutholic Press. Il is for it to preserve the
principles of order end juith, where tlxe_y prevait, and lo
propayate them where tmpicty and cold indiference have
eunsed them to be forgotten.—Letter from Fope Pius
IX, in 1855.

THE VOICE OF THE BISHOPS OF

QUEBEC.

The Bishoos of this Province, in the fourth
Council of (uebee, urged the reading of good
books and good journals as an antidote against
the poisonous hooks and papers ever at hand.

The words of the 1loly Council are these :—

& Therofore, that pustors may, more easily and effi-
caciously, remove their flock from bad and Sorbidden
books, aswell as from wicked journals, let them Izc‘carqful
to supply them with good books, nor let them omit lo n-
duce such as wish to read journals to subscribe to some
puaper of sound principles and truly Cutholre.”

The Holy Father Pius IX snid :=* Flood the world
with good reading.”

o this we have the satisfaction of adding

the special encouragement of his Lordship the
Bishop of Montreal, and we present it to our
readers as credentials which do us too much

honour :—

Dran Carraiy Kinwaw,

We hear with pleasure the progress of your pro-
ject of a Catholic Daily. Confident that in matters
of faith and mora), you will ever be submissive to
the Pastors of the Church, we encourage you, and
do most cordially bless all generous Catholics who
contribute to the success of your undertaking.

t Epwarp CHARBLES,
Bishop of Montreal.

' THE VOLUNTEERS.

ST. JEAN BAPTISTE VILLAGE INFANTLRY
COMPANY.

The members of the above Company will
assemble at the QUuEBEC GATE BaRRacks,
Dalhousic Square, To-morrow, TurrsDAY
BEveniyNg, at 7.30.

M. W. KIRWAN,

Captain Commanding.

LECTURE.
““IRISH SOLDIERS IN FOREIGN LAKDS.”

(SPAIN, ITALY, FRANCE, GERMANY, &c, &c.)
0
A LECTURE
WILL BE GIVEN ON THE ABOVE SUBJECT
BY
M. W. IKIRWAN,

IN THR

MECHANICS HALL,

oN

Tuesday Evening, 20th Jan., '78.
s bt ) s
Proceeds to be devoted to patriotic objects,
Tickers—25¢ts ; RESERVED SEATS, 50cts,
To ne uap AT THIS OFF¥IGE,

ST. BARTHOLEMEW MASSACRE AS-
SOCIATION.

We have received a number of letters about
our article on the ¢ St, Bartholemew massacre
Association.” Our object in writing that ar-
tiele was to try and enable Protestants to un-
derstand how Catholics regard Orangeism.
The cases offera fair parallel, and we suspect
that the Protestants of Canada would rightly
and manfully call out ¢ To your TentsQ Is-
rael,” if the ¢ St. Bartholemew Massacre As-
sociation’’ was unfortunately a fact instead of
a dream,

Ricumonp.—The x;port of the entertain-
ment at Richmond came to late,

1S THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OPPOSED
TO PROGRESS?

The enemies of the Church are fond of say-
ing that Catholicism is opposed to the com-
mercial advancement of any - nation that may
obey its laws, 'This chargeis as old as the re-
bellion of Luther, and viewed in its outward
aspect, carries with it some substantial confir-
mation, England has become commereially,
the greatest of of nations, and it was only since
she threw off her allegiance to the Papal See,
that she advanced with such giant strides to-
wards greatness, America 18 her oply rival in
many of the foremost enterpriscs of the age, and
America is not, subject to the Church, to which
fact, say our opponents, may be attributed that
« go-a-head” policy which stamps all the under-
takings of her people. Spain, Mexico, and
this Province of Quebec are on the contrary
often cited as evidences to prove the truth of
the accusation, and we are told that it is our
allegiance to the Church that has withered the
chivalry and destroyed the commerce of the
land of the Cid: that it is the same fact that
has left Mexico the prey of marauders and the
land of superstition; and that as like causes
produce like results, so do we find in this Pro-
vince of Quebec, a slothful people, a sluggish
legislature, and a clerical absolutism which is
destined to land us all in disaster and the
country in decay. Macaulay has of late years
been, perhaps, one of the foremost propounders
of these views, and his well known phrase that
Catholic countries have ¢ at best” made but
« very slow progress, on the whole a retrogres-
sion” has been the index for many awriter who
desired to dip his pen in anykind of gall that
would, to his mind, prove the decadence of the
Catholic faith, No doubt some men hold these
views conscientiously, and i1t may be instructive
to enquire how far they are supported
by dispassionate investigation. Macaulay in-
deed confessed that Protestantism had not
given ¢ any proofof that.expansive power which
had been attributed to it,” but a recent writer
M. Emile de lavelege, declares that ¢ The
peoples of the Papal religion are either dead or
dying.” Now if both these theories are cor-
rect, it follows that Protestantism is not ex-
pandiog, while Catholicism is dying, and thus
Christianity itself is fast disappearing from the
fuce of the earth. No other conclusion can be
drawn from the opinions of thecmincnt writers
we have quoted. But is thisthe case ? Is it
true that Protestant countries are more pros-
perous than Catholic countries, and because of
the religion they profess? Is it true that
Protestantism advances commercial prosperity,
political harmony, and social morality 2 Let
us sece, Now one of the great differences be-
tween Protestantism and Catholicism is, that
the one is a wordly, the other is a spiritual
religion. The one makes commercial prosperity
onc of the standards of its greatness, the other
makes spiritual humility and obedience to His
law, the only characteristic of its existence. No
one can deny that I’rotestantism isa religion
for the world, and of the world, worldly., The
pursuit of wealth is to Protestantism, not only
a laudable, but a necessary acquirement. Wealth
indecd is not counsidered nccessary to salvation,
but Protestantism does not teach, nor practice,
that humility and self-denial which is one of
the chief features of the Catholic Church,
Wealth does not prove the superiority of any
nation’s religion, unless indced we come to ad-
mit that Mammon is God, and gold is Mam-
mon. Progress is no test of a religion. If it
were so, there were periods in the worlds history

when Islamism was the true faith, for the

Mahometans were amongst the most progres-
sive people in the world. Their baoners floated
over the half of Kurope, and the culture
and learning of the courts at-Bagdad and
Grenada would place the Turk at that time at
the head and front of civilization, and the Koran
as God's own work. But what was true of the
Turkin the ninth century is true of the Japanese
to-day, Uf late years Japan has made more
“ progress” than any country in the world.
Social, political, educational, legal and military
reform have been instituted in that country with
unprecedented rapidity. The world has never
before witncssed such a rapid change from
what we called “semi-barbarism’ to civilization,
as we now witness in Japan, The prejudices
of centurics, the customs hallowed by tradition,
and almost venerated as a part of religion, have
becn laid aside, and the mania for European
novelties has taken possession of all classes of
the community. Japanese are now educated in
Turope and ¢ progress” of every description has
rushed upon the country with startling rapidity,
Yet will anyone argue from this that the Buddh-
ism professed at Yeddo or Yokohama is the
true religion, or that we should all full down
and worship at the shrine of Vishnu. Ano-
ther comparison often drawn is between Ire-
land and Scotland, and we are told that the
advancement of Scottish industry and the slug-
gishness of Irish enterprise are due to the

stout Presbyterianism professed by the one,
and the slavish Catholicism adhered to by the
other., But herc again the analogy fails, Eng.
land oppressed Ireland, but she never per-

sistently oppressed Scotland. England made
it a crime te teach a school in Ireland, but she
did nothing of thekind in Scotland. For 180
years it was treason to educate the Irish people,
and it is only 50 years since Catholic Emanci-
pation, and only ten since the so-called Irish
Church was disestablished, 1When a nation is
oppressed it cannot be prosperous. When Ire-
land was free—during the years between 1782
and 1800—we have abundant Protestant tes-
timony to prove that *no nation on the face
of the habitable globe advanced in commercial
prosperity’” so much as she did, during so short
a time. The Protestants in Ulster were given
the cream of the land, while the Catholics were
driven to the mountains, or sent * To hell or
to Connaught.” Here in Canada, inthe United
States, in Australasia, anywhere where thereis
a fair field and no favor the Irish Catholic im-
migrant often rises to affluence and power, and,
considering the circumstances under which he
came to this country, his present position can-
not but be regarded as favorable to his enter-
prise and to his skill. Quebec, too, is some-
times pitted against Ontario, and we are often
told that we are behind in the race of compe-
titive “progress.” The analogy is not fair.
Ontario is situated more favourably than Que-
bec. Tt borders upon the United States, and
has an open market in New York all the year
round. Its interests are more allied withthe
United States than are our interests, and it
bars our way in commercial relations with the
Republic. Its climatic advantages are supe-
rior to ours, and, as the “ Garden of Canada,”
it ought to possess commercial advantages
which do not fall to the lot of the inhabitants
of our more frigid climate, Protectionis good
for Ontario, it is rvioous to Quebec. Of this
fact we have been slow to form an opinion, but
of it we are now assured, Then it is ques-
tionable if there are not phases of educational
progress in which (Quebec stands higher than
Ontario. Here we have, at least, ne gedless
edueation, We have given mma Lajeunesse
to the world. We have brought out Frnest
Gagnon, Lavallee, Couture, Saucier, Mazurette
and Alf. Deseve. In painting we have Le
Cbevalier Falardeau, a distinguished painter
pow in Italy, and a pative of (Quebec, Then
we have Hamel and Bourassa, whose paintings
are considered the best in America. We are
not aware that Ontario can rival these
names, and yet we do pot boast that it is be-
cause they are Catholies that this superiority
isdue, 1ln the field of literature in Germany
at the present day the Catholics hold more
than their own. In the Catholic ¢ Centre” of
the German Parliament, Germany finds her
most brilliant orators—1Ierr Windthorst, “the
pearl of Meppen,” Peter and Augustin Reich-
cospergen, the Baron Von Iaherlemer-Alost,
Canon Monfeny, aod others, In the English
House of (fommous Mr. A. M. Sullivan and
The Q' Donoghue are perhaps the most chaste
speakers within its walls, 1t was the valour
of Wolfe that won for Iingland ¢ This (anada
of ours,” It was the piety and hardihood of
Chomplain which first planted a Catholie colony
at ITochelaga, in 1641, and the first man who
ever saw the waters of the Mississippi wus the
great Jesuit missionary, Father Marquette.
\When Protestantisn makes conguest it is
usually for wordly ends; when Catholicism
makes conquests it is for spiritual consolation.
No doubt zealous and good Protestant mission-
aries go abroad and endure many hardships
for the sake of ““propagating the gospel.” We
do not for an instant desire to detract from the
good they do.  But we speak of Protestantism
in its carcer of conquest, which is commercial
more than it is spiritual, and for the world more
than for eternity. Spain and Dexico out-
wardly might be cited as proofs in favour of
Catholic sluggishness, but let us enquire into
the facts, We freely grant that Mexico and
Spain have made but little ¢ progress,” while
all che world has been moving onward. Stag-
nation appears to possess the two peoples. This
it would be idle to deny, but who can say that
the cause can be found in the power of the
Church in these countries. If that was so,
why did not Framee and Austria decline ?
The apathy of commercial enterprise in Spain
and Mexico is due to social cruses and to in-
ternal strife, The Church has nothing to do
with it. It does not trouble itself overmuch
either with the commercial advancement or
the commercial depression of people, It
exists soley to save souls, and not
to provide for the wants of the body,
So long as a people are virtuous and happy the
Chureh is contented, It.fights the battle of
faith and allows men of the world to fight the
battle of ¢ progress”” That ¢ progress,”
when legitimate, the Church never has op-
posed. It doesnot ind\eed advance worldly pro-
gress as its special mission, but when that pro-
gress is founded upon ‘moral law, and is likely
to lead to the salvationof the souls, the church
becomes its friend. Wherever the Church is

strong morality is safe, Take Ireland as an
example, In England in 1873 there we 5.6
illegitimate birthsto every 100 registered births;

in Scotland the most Protestant of the three

-eruited from the commgfcinl classes,

kingdoms, it was 9 per cent; in Catholic Ire-
land only 2.7 per cent. Nay to look deeper still
we find that the putely Catholic parts of Ire-
land are more moraj than the parts where Pro-
testantism mostly prevail. The statistics are :

1867 1868 1869 1870 1871
All Ireland 33 .31 2.9 2.7 2.7
North-East £7 55 5.3 53 5.2
West 1.2 13 13 1.0 1.0
South-West 2.0 2.1 1.7 17 1.7

Thus the purely Catholic part of Ireland,
the West—is the most virtuous, and Ulster
like Scotland approach:s nearer the Protestant
standard. As in Ireland so is it France—the
purely Catholic parts—the La Vendee, 2.2,
for Brittany 1.2. Still more we find the same
rule apply to the Catholic parts of Germany, in
Westphalia the illigitimste births are 3.5 per
100 in Rhineland 3.3 per hundred while in
Protestant Pomerania and IBrandenberg it is
10 to 12 per 100. Wkatever doubts there
may be about the Commereial activity of Cath-
olic countries, there can be no doubt at all
about the exalted morality of their people. And
that Catholicism is also progressing every day.
In Eogland, in New Eogland, and according
to Mr. Thomas White of the Montreal Gazette,
it is progressing too here in the Province of
Quebec. This progress can be made without
quarrelling with our Protestant friends. Al-
though we rejoice at the purity of morals in
Catholic countries, we do not mean to cast a
slur upon our Protestant neighbours, Tolera-
tion has ever been a Catholic virtue, and it be-
comes us all, while vindicating the rights of the
Church and glorying in its prosperity, to treat
those who differ from uswith courteous consi-
deration,

THE VOLUNTEERS.

In a few weeks we may expect the Annual
Report of the Major-General on the state of
the Militia, DPending that report it may be
instructive to revert to the report of the Major-
(General for last year, and to notice one or two
suggestions it contained. Xa that report the
Major-General warned the country that the
¢ present system,” upon which the volunteers
are orzanised, “isnot as satisfactory’” as he
would wish to see it. There are no training
schools for officers or men, the system of cloth-
ing the men is becoming entungled in its ex-
penditure, and the country companies are
not as efficient as the city corps. Let
us first consider the question of the
country or JIndependent Companies, which
form a large part of the volunteer force, In
Canada we find a number of these companies
scattered all over the country, They
are isolated from that keen competition
that tukes.place in city corps, and they are in
many respect deprived of the advantages
of the Volunteers, in such places as Que-
bee, Montreal, and Toronto. They are
hurried through a few days’ company drill
in the year, and no doubt do their work
as creditable as it is possible under the circum-
stances. The Major-General proposed that
this system should end, and thought that
“ it might be prudent also to have a Head-
uarter Company in each couaty, so as to form
a nucleus, around which the population could
rally in caseof alarm and danger.” Thissug-
gestion we find has received much attention
in Volunteer circles. It would make our coun-
try corps analogous to the Fnglish Militia sys.
tem, and would, we believe, tend towards its
cfficicncy, But let us here see how the Eng-
lish system is organized. In Kogland the
areat arms of the service are, the Line, the
Militia, and the Volunteers. The Line and
the Militia are officered and manned from the
same classes of the people. The aristocracy
supply the officers, while the labouring classes
supply the rank and file. Indeed it is more
difficult to get a commission in the Militia
than it is to obtain a nomination for an exami.
nation in the Regulars, The Ailitia officers are
as arule, a richer class of men, The officers are
generally taken from the old county families.
Promotion from the ranks is unknown.
Except in the case of Quarter-masters,
no promotion from the ranks, in the
Militia, is possible, There is thus a broader
line between the officers and men than there is
in the Line. The Militia supplies both officers
and men to the Regular Service, and its forma-
tion isin every respeet different from the Volun-
teer system in this country. In England the
Militia is trained from 28 to 65 days every
year at the Regimental Ilead-quarters, The
officers and men are in all resp[ecbs treated the
same as the officers and men of the Line are
treated. The men enlist ; for five years,
and desertion is severely paunished, No man
oan leave before the expiratipn of his time with-
out buying himself out. i‘be sum of money
necessary for this is the same as in the
Line—#£21 or $105. The Dilitia is in fact
the same as a disbanded [Line, that meets for
30 or 60 daysdrill every year to keep their hand
in practice. With the Vo]hnteers, ixowever, it is
quite different. The officers and men are re-
There is
but little social distinction between them. In
some corps thereis none at all—Jack being

as pgood as his master, The English
volunteer army is a Republican Institution, Jn.
like the MMilitia, the Volunteers have no coun.
ty headquarters, They drill in their own
localities as our Volunteers do here. The
question then isthis—oursystem of Volunteers
in Canada, orif we are to be correct, we should
say our “Militia" is organized, drilled, officered;
and mapned after the plan of the Eoglish
Volunteers, but the Major General thinks that
we should take up some portion of the English
Militia system, and that the combination might
resultin an efficient number of County Battaliong
To affect this he would assemble the Indepen,
dent Companies at the County Head Quarters
once a year fora few daysdrill, At these
Head Quarters the arms would of course be
kept during the year. One armoury sergeant
ought to be enough to look after the arms, Ip
England the staff of a militia regiment is cop-
siderable, There is the Adjutant,the Quarter-
master, the Serjeant Major, the Quartermaster.
Serjeant, a colour sergeant from each compagy,
and the band, all constituting the permanent
staff of the Regiment, In thiscountry all thag
would be required would be an armeury
sergeant, with, perhaps, such help as the resi-
dent officers in the immediate locality coulg
give if required. Now the question of expense
occurs. At present each Independent Com-
pany costs the Government ${0 a year for the
care of arms, with a contingent allowance every
year of $10 for drill instruction. This
makes a total for six companies of $430
which sum would more thar pay for the
necessary expenses at the Buttalion Head
Quarters. But above all the men would
have the advantage of having a few days of
battalion drill, and the bringing of them tc
gether would inspire them with confidence and
develop that esprit <lc corps so essential to the
soldier. Besides the wear and tear on arms,
aocoutraments, and clothing would be much
less at 2 Battaiion Head Quarters than at pre-
sent, The arms weuld be better cared for,
and the clothing could only be used for liziti.
mate purposes. The officer in command of
the Company at Head Quarters could be en-
trusted with the charge of the stores, and the
$480, with the items saved in the care of arms, |
&e., would be sufficient to meet all expenses, !
and, perhaps, give the officer a small remunera- |
tion for his services as well. The more i
frequently large bodies of men are brought !
together the more certain will the defects !
of our military system become evident, '
It is then that the clinks in the armour -
are scen, and we are satisfied that onc of these |
clinksis to be in the system of Tndependent
Companies without battalion instruction, which
is now in existanee in Canada,

WERE THEY REFUSED?

The Volunteer force of this country is not *
the monopoly of any religious body, No man
and no body of men have a right to exclude
from the ranks any eligible reeruit because of
his religion. Whoever does 5o acts in violution
of the spirit of the law, and tends to the cultiva-
tion of a fecling in antagonism with the public
peace. That Catholics are to blame beeause
they are not proportionately represented in the
ranks we grant. ‘That their Protestant feliow-
subjects have primarily had nothing to do with
keeping them out we fre.iy admit, Thepre.
sent condition of the forece is owing to the
want of interest exhibited by the Catholics,
and to that alone. Bnt of late our people have
shown a desire to enter the Volunteer force,
The handsome manner in which Colonel Bond
behaved in taking Catholic resruits has done
much towards promoting a fecling of good will,
We predicted that those recruits would become
as good soldiers as any in his battalion, and we
have reason to know that Colonel Bond is in
every way satisfied with their behaviour, But,
if we are to believe reports, all the com manding
officers in Montreal are not as liberal as Colo-
nel Bond. The other night five strong able
young men presented themselves as recruits at
the depot of the Garrison Artillery. At first
they were well reccived. Then they say that
suspicious glances were cast at them; then -
there were consultations among the sergeants;
then they were asked questions, and ultimately
they were sent about their business, Wedo
not guarantee the truth of these statements, -
but they were made to us by respectable young - :
men, each of whom is prepared to give bis
name, if necessary. We believe that the Co-
lonel commanding the Garrison Artillery knows %
nothing of these charges, but it is just as well ‘i
to make them publie, and if they turn out to be é
correct, then we must fight the question out s 3
well as we can. :

VICTOR EMMANUEL.
Victor Emmanuel is dead, and his mortal
remains will be buried to-morrow in the “.:
Pantheon. The Pope has ordered requiem
Masses to be cclebrated for the repose of bis
soul. The Pope had anticipated the death of
the king and had forgiven him, This is like
Pius IX, In view of this touching act of
Christian charity we shall for the present be
silent over the doings of the dead king.
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