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disappeard in-the dark night; deep convulsive
sobs, like those of a dying pérson, were 1_19a_r'q

for a minute, and then all was silent. - -

“This scene had stirred the knight's :
jts highest pitch, and euddenly drawing hip
sword, he rushed like a manisc towards the
~door. Hens Netter ran after him to keep him
back—but there be stood roofed to the ground,
the song of the old Witeh was heard, its musical
and melodious notes ran from the ravine of
Oakdale towards the Mindel valley. The
elock of Ursberg had struck eloven, and kt.ho
gong of the mysterious woman answered to i
silvery chime. o
Sigismund Gassler tottered back int the
room and cowered at the climney to bapish the
ioy chillness which, like a fever, had spread all
over his body. Then he forced a loud langh
and exclaimed : o S

¢ Cursed be the phantoms of my disturbed
mind. As sure as my name is Sigismund
Gassler, sho is pothing but an_hateful old
witoh, ' Dont you think so, you black-bearded
and pious Kuno?” - '

« I confirm it,"” roturned he with' a trem-
bling voice, “but then we can't say anything
bad-about the woman., ‘On the contrary, peo-
ple relate nothing but good ofher; of the lat-
ter I had positive proof myself.”

Hans Netter witk his men and the hunters
took off their caps and silently eaid their even-
ing prayer, while Sigismund haughtily stirred
the blazing fire in the chimnoy and muttered
a eurse into his black beard.. '

(To BE CORTINGED)

FROUDE ON IRELAND.
(From the Dublin Nation.)

The second and third volumes of Mr. Froude's
~work, “ The English in Ireland” will certainly not
. attract so much attention from any class of persons
- a5 did the first? 7That came upon most people with

a soth of gurprise, Its key-noto, struck-even in iés
-opohing sentences, jarred 80 sirangely npon the
ublic ear, the principles thore prqpounded were 50
much at variance with all the ordfnary. notions of
meoral right and justice, that o feoling either of as.
tonishment, or of indignation, or of both, was &%
once awakened in the mind of every reader, 88 a con-
gequence of which the work obtained an immediate
notoriety, snd becamo the subject of prompt and
passionate discussion. But Mr, Fronde cannot now
renew the sensation. The public know his - trick
they have taken his measure, and thoy are not in
the least likely to trouble’ themselves much about
: his performances, ‘The lines upon wilch
thoughts will run in denling with any portions gf
Trish History are familiar-with overy reader ‘of his
first volume ; 50 also are the arts by which he will
strive to produce the effect ho desirea. .In the 'very
comniencement of this work he set oub with the
principle, plainly expressed, that, in the dealings of
nations and peoples with oach.other, might is right. |
Bearing that fact in mind, the reader has a guideto
the views which Mr. Froude will take of the course
of Irish affairs, Another fach ’explanatpry of _hxs
writing is, that his hatred-of: tho Catholic religion
is a8 deep and as constans as that of Beelzebub him-
gelf. These things being so, it will at once be un-
derstood that the Irish people can find no favour at |
his hands, With him they are always in the wrong,
and are either to bo orushed as barbarians or perse-
cuted as Catholics, They refused to'lio down quiet-
1y as a conquered people under .the heels of Eng-
land~therefore they should bave been beaten to
the ground every time they dared fo claim for them-
selves any political rights ; they refuged to comform’
to the faith England monufactured’ for herself in
{lie sixteenth century—therefore they should have
beon extirpated. That is the lesson inouleated in
three volumes of laborious writing by ‘Mr. Froude.
He does not at all contend $hat England has rnled
tha Trish yeople wisely—far from it.” He sets in the
course of her dealings with them- far’ too much’ of
conciliation and eoncession, ” -Bhe etruck them hard,
and struck them down, but she did not follow np her
blows with sufiicient energy for-Mr, Froude's taste,
and was not sufficiently carefal 10 koep thom in the'
dust when she bad them shere. * Sho' slept, and al-
Jlowed them to creep mp again. - Sometimes she gave
ear to their plaints, and somo degree of trust to their
protestations—then she mado some small oconces-
sions, which increased their strength without  satis.
fying their desires, and maturally encouraged them’
to clamor for more, She should lave belioved
pothing they said, expected’ no . sort rof 'good from
them, and yielded to them nothing whatever, if M.
Froude's word is to be taken for it. They were
Catholics, incorrigible. and unpardonable. Whsn
they were not coing énything. wrong in Ireland,
their co religionists wers doing wrobg in France, or
in Spain, or in Italy, in consideration of which they
deserved to be either ‘loaded- ‘with disabilities, or
bunted out of the country. England’s grand mistake, |
according to Mr. Froude, was in the relaxation of
the penal laws, She should have steadily mnin.’
tained them, and inflexibly acted up 4o them nntil-
the Catholic clergy had been rooted out of Iroland,
and the Cathelic faith had disappeared, and she
should have libernlly emcouraged and aided her
Protestant colonists unil] shey grow to bo the Izish
pation, Not having had the wisdom to take this
course, Ler intermittent soveritios, - which were in-
sufficient to destroy the Irish peopls, ‘failed to im-
pose tranquility on them, and the -result is. that,
. at this day, she is face to faco. with an Irish diffi-
culty.out of whiclishe does not see her way. Buch
is the philosophy of Irish history according to Mr.
James Anthony Froude, Tis bearings' were 'laid
down in Lis first volunle ; - they are continued in the
two just publistled; tho story wonld be just the sama
if ke were to pen a-half-e-dozen more on the same

subject.. . - . ]
1t is needless, therefore, for us to follow this m-
gorupulous defamer through the two volumes -which
arenow before us. Our xeaders will understand,
without onr telling them, that he labors to blacken
the character of every Irishman who was in any
way prominent in the struggle for the rights of the
oppressed people, or who had any place in their af-
feotions. ) | Beco 0 .
himself under -the'neeossity of mnking reforénce
to the case of the Rev. Mr.Shoehy, parish priest of
-Ologheen, who on & $rumped-up oharge of being.ao-
cessory tothe murder of @ ggpposed informer—who
was not murdered at al], bud'had left the country<
was unjustly convicted, afl@" Hanged- and quartered
on the 156k of March, 1768./Mr: Froude, of couras;
- adapté the course that Ho was ghilty/;:ho stands- by
the evidence of the hired witneeses who were, got to
gwenr against the innocent priest; he stands by the
evidence of the prostitats, Mary Dunles, alins Brady,
alins Butler, who swore against him for the money
ond the whiskey with which she was supplied by
_«the Crown;” he disregards sll 'the testimony

t's vrdg'e to

g

b

Early in  his second volume he finds | .

ing tho legal murder 'of Father Sheshy; a good :and
virtuous priest who was done to deaih by his .malig-
nant cnomies, because he sympathised with his per-
secuted people, and refused to betray them into the
hands of their relentless oppressors. Yet the actval
facta of the case stand out plainly enough in history,
and it iz only so prejudiced and so reckless a- writer
as Mr. Froude who, a this time of day,could so
grossly mistepresentthem, Father Sheehy durlng
nearly the whole “time of his administration, was
hunted by the bloodthirsty Ascendancy faction &nd
the officials of the government in -his part of: ihe
country: -8everal times did théy grapple with him.
they. bad him arrested on various charges under the’
ponal siatuies; but, failing in their porsevutions on
thess grounds, they determined that“they wounld’
never rest content tntil; ofi one pretence or another,
they had broughé him to tho gallows.” Thay felt
pretty sare of theif game, when, in the early part of
1768, aroward of .£300 was offered .for bis capture,
as one of these concerned in an attack on & party,of
soldiers who wero conveying prisoners 1o Clonmel
jail. ‘Conscious of his' inmocence,  Father S8haehy
wrote to the government, declaring kis willingness
to gurrender and take his trial, if that tdal would be
granted bim in Dublin, and not in Clonmel, whers
ho would be in the hands of & faction who thirsted
for his blood, Mr. Froudo's way of nocomnting for
this offer is that the priest felt © seours of the fidel-
ity of those  whose evifence cculd alone conviot
him.” ' Bat, If thig were so, Father Bheehy wounld
havo been quite as willing to be tried in Clonmel as
in Dablin, unleas he believed that in Olonmel he
would no¥ get & trial acoording to the evidenmce,
and would be eonvioted without proof of guilt:
That was, in fact, the thing he did believe, and in
vight good reason. Clonmel, he kiew, would be a
fatal spot for him, ghonld he be put to tral there on
any serious charge, no matter how falss and mons-
trous it might be; the anti-Catholio squireens of the
place, his gworn enemies, kuow it too, and theré.
fore they were determained ‘that on his trial “in' that
place they would have him, if not on the. present
chargse of treason, then upon some other, and at an
carly date,

Tho government accepted the conditions offored
by the hunted priest. He surrendored, came up “to

ed

then, when $he poor persecuted olergyman thought
to return to his home a freo man, he. found that in
trusting to the honor of the govermment he
ad plaged himself in & trap, ont of which there was
no escaps, sand that he was now a doomed man.
Before he could leave- the dock, while the sound of
the verdict of acquittal was yetin his ears, he was
informed that these was now against him a .charge
of murder, for the trial of which he was seni back
from Duablin to Clonmel, ) .

Mr. Froude quietly remarks that the promise
made to Fathor Sheehy when he surrendered to the
authorities # hiad been observed to the letter ; it was,
perhaps, broken in the spirit when he wagacat back,

q
L]
o

Perhips” Mr, Froude, apparently,’ does not fael

uite certain whether there wasnot-a gross breach |
f faith in the case, and lie' therefore slips a- geutle

perhaps” into his sentence. Butif ‘it had been

a
t
0 H r T .
tion of this case is worthy of attention, as illistra-
i
Sheehy's acquittal in: Dublin

0

progfs?. At the trial .in €lonmel, where Father

the murder of an informer wamed Bridges, * wit- :
n
}

‘him, and thiad tho Sheehys knew it, Thue, the evi-
denoce on one side was evidence merely, with- Mr.
Froude, but the ovidence on the other was proof.

praperty in the county, offered o' prove that Father
‘Nicholas was at his house on the night when, if
ever, the murder was commitied ; ‘but Mr. Hewet-
son, & olergyman and an activé magistrate, rose in
court angd satd that. he had a charge against Keating for
being presont at the killing of- the soldiers. Keat-
ing’s évidence wns refused;’and he "was committed
tothe goal At Kilkenny” This illegal and exira.’}
ordinary proceeding:~the rejection of *the evidence
of an important witness, A gentloman. of property
-and repuiation, because of a person’s standing up in
conrt and eaying he bad s ohzrge against him—
avokes not a word of condemnation from Mr, Froude.’
Neither doss he mention the fack that wheu Mr,
Riobard’ Keating was tricd " at Kilkenny,: on- the
charge referred to, he was acquitted.- He is- equally
careful to avoid the character of the  witnesses on
whose suborned testimony Father Bheehy was found
gailty. He'doos not téll his readers that the chief
# witnoss” against Father Sheehy was a’ woman ' of
infarnous charactor, whom that priest had to publio-
1y censure; or excommunicate, some time previous-
1y in censequence of the scandal she was giving. in
his parish ; neither does ho tell them that of the
other witnesses one was a villain who was taken out
of Clonmel'jail on'a charge of thievery, and another
was & young rufiian ‘of about’ sixtecn yoears of age,
known #o be the worst character in the neighbor-
hood, and thas he also was brought ont of jail to do
the job. He omits alsc o mention the remarkable.
fach thak these very witnesses, on whose evidence
Father Sheehy was condemned at Clonme), had
sworn against him with equal dircotness on the trial
st Dublin, when their teatimony was discredited by
tho jury, and the prisoncr acquitied, All these
things Mt, Froude keeps out of view, because he
wishes to murder the memory of the priest, as Hew-
_etaon and Toler and their gang maurdered his body
in tho year1766. It is clear to us iliat amongst the
fanaticnl and bleodthirsty crew swho huntéd Father
Sheehy ko death there was not a more" bitter priest-
hater or moro determinod enemy of the Irish race
than Mr, Jamos Anthony Froude is at the presen
day ; nor wib theéne a more réckless. speaker ‘of un-
truths among ‘the bribed and perjured - witnessos
who swore away his life—not excepting sven Molly
Dunlea. e '
REPEAL V. FEDERALISM.

To the Editer of the Irishman.. Lt

: bt . Dopuy, May. 27, 18%4."
Sir—T am' very sorTy to see -two Irish patriots of
tho highest character and eminence, such ua are the
Dowagsr Lady Queensberry and Mr. P, J.'Sniyth,
persisting in'efforts to break up the Hoine Rale or-
ganisation)” * - SN et
.- I8i8’only by uniting and organising themsdves,
so 88:to take somowhat the form and attitude of a
_pation—a disinherited nation demanding: bacl the
rights of whigh it hias been robbed——that .the. pa-
triotié Irish poople can hops to prevail' in their long
and-Eore struggle; and’ win peace;. honor; tod pros-
perity for Ireland: And now such & patriotio union
seecns stoedily growing, such & national attitude is
being steadily taken ; now a voice, which our Eng-

P

Dablin, was tried, and triumphantly aequitted. And }:

ke treachery, Mr. Froude would know what to say | the
fit. Hisgchoice of words all through his descrip- | expect that I wonld come to you for leavé of absence, | untiring ministrations of Divine charity,” -

it is those two maat respécted Irish-patriots, both of
‘whom, I'do believe, would give thelr lives for Ire-
land, are excrting their' great personal influenee to
undo all tHat holy work -of national’ union and or-
ganization,and let cur country become again a help-
less anarchy—* g heap of uncementing sand.” Alas|
-~ Surelyit'is only overwhelming convictions of
duty that'can justify or explain conduct calculated
to produce such disastrous results. I ownnot doubt,
but;that conviction of duty impel both- those Irish
patriots] ButI do nof share'thioge convietions.; I.
have carefally “éonsidéred’ 'the published:lettérs:of
both the Marchioness and Mr. Smyth, and I find no
arguments in them to convince me, or thatought to
convince any teasonablé .person,. that "tha Home
‘Rule scheme, ns expressed in the resolutions adopt-'
ed at the Gonferends; {8 not such a seheme for the
gettlement of onr national querrel :with .England as
the Irish'people may honorably and wisely adopt.—
I have alréady stated my ' views upon the question,
in a'letter which appeared in your papor o féw weeks
since, and I shall not now engage in further discus-
sion; . Let Mationalists: read and consider the Con-
ference resolutions for. themselves, aud see for them-
selves whethor Mr. 8myth interprets the Home Rule
scheme fairly and truly. . o

I am rejpiced that the Conference adopted that
gchdme: ' T ‘am rejoiced that the Irish constituencies
have elected sixty Parliamentary repréesentatives to
tell England that the Irish peopls demand back
their National Parliament, and to offer that Federal
arrangement to remove the fears of England as to
separation. I em rejoiced that the Itish people, of
all the various Nationalist parties, scem resolved to
support the League and the Home Rule Parliament-
ary representation—both the work of the people.. I
trust we are grown too wise—wise from bitter ex-
porience—to divide ‘and array oursclves in faction-
fights in face of the enemy, white the enemy with
possible delight clap hamds and chegrs oson. I
trust the Irish people will not Iet eyen Mr, Smyth's
dering rhetorio drive common-sense out of their
minds. -Let us all respect devoted patriots, such as
are Lady Quecnsberry and Mr. P.J. Smyth, evenin
their caprices. But let us not go asiray, at their
unwise caprices, from the practicable and safe path
of patriotism. ) .

The National Roll has been made the subject of
gome ficrce, denunciatory rhetoric from e correspon-
dent who signs himsalf Dathi (I am glad he has the
grace to withhold his rcal name). The scheme of
the National Roll is one for enabling the mass of
the patriotic people easily and cffectually to assist
tiie Home Bule Movement both with thelr numbers
and with their monecy contributions. I trust the
scheme will before long be universally adopted by
the peoples~I am, sir, yours truly,

Joax MARTIN,

THE HON. OHARLES G. DUFFY'S EXPECTED
RETURN TO IRELAND.

hich his | to be tried for murder, from Dublin to Clonmel.” | Day, the Hon. Charles @, Duffy referred thus to his

contemplated return'to Ireland :—
" Hesaid ~I am here, to-n
withstandiog that I found it mecessary to .decline
invitations of a like character from other friends I

party of Irish Ontholics that had been guilty of | am goiug back for a time to the old wxld, and to _
he old ]and that wa'love, and you are entitled to | to mitigate distréss by large émployment and ‘by.the

or, if the parting was to be.a final ono, éome . to say

(laughter).  In truth, I am going home mainly be-

fico, and the very office and the Administration with
which I wasto beassociated were confidently named.
Lebme relieye the minds of these anxious critics by

tion of occupyicg any office whatever,on the other
‘side of the equator, than of becoming Shah of Persia
or King of Ashantee (cheerr). The only office that:
would have any temptation for me.is not now in
existence, though some day or other it will be creat-
ed. I won't mention ils litle, but perhaps you could
guess when I say that its functions would be per-
formed part 1y on Cork Hill,in a dingy old castle,
whioh is prodigionsly in neced of a littlé. moral
whitewashing and ventilation, snd partly in a statée-
1y classic edifice which stands oppositethe, aite fop |

Pa

‘Henry Grattan's stututs in _College-green (cheers).

In the meantime I am a ‘candidate for no office
whatever that the old ‘world bas to bestow, from
parish constable. upwards or downwards. It was
next mid; that I was hurrying ;heme  bsfors. the
general election to secure a seat:in the House of
Commons as 8 Heme Ruler,  There was no' parti-.
cular need of harrying, 1belicve, for some of the
man with whom I was acsociated of old, when they
heard of my ¢oming, were good enough to propose
to have me elected in my absence (cheers). . But I
could not consent to rush back into publie life in
fecble health; and with the imperfeck knowledge of
men and things 50 long an absenoce creates.  An old
soldier {s apt t6 make inquiries about the state of
discipline, the condition of the stores and commlis:
sariat, and above all, the plan of campaign, beforo
he buckles on his sword as a volunteer, however
much he loves the canse. A geatin the House of
Commons per se has noatiraction for me. When I
bhad a seat” there before I threw it mp, beeaunse 1
found it impossibie to accomplish the purpose that
indunced me to seck it. I found the position .of an
Irish member, who meant to do his  duty honestly,
and not to mount the eockade of Whig or Tory,
_among the most painful and onerous that a-inan
oan ocoupy ; and I fully believe that the best lrish-
men sent'te Westministor since the Union dled of
wounds that bleed Inwardly—of suppressed wrath,
for example, and . disappointed hepe (cheers), I
will never volunteer to re-enter the House of Com-
mons, and I will never consent to re-cnter it, un-
1ess it bo with a partyjstrong enough, capable exnough,
and upright enough to create: & public opinion.of
their own in thé midat of that hostile assembly, and
snfficiently ‘ip . accord with respect to. menns and
agencies to entitle them to hopo . for .suceens in “a
difficult entérprize.  And'even then X wonld rather
bo a spectator than an’actor, Notthat'I mean te
be tdle, * A:man with Any faculéy for work oan. no
.more. be idlethan a siream ein ceass to flow till ita
sources be dried up, - But & stream necd not always
turn the mill-wheels of some’ practioal, purpose—
flowing fraely thitough pastures and’ ern fields, "1t
may also"be performing its ‘appointed’ task, -’ It -fs
sfrange that the télegraph has. not sent us the name
of a single Irish snember eleoted. 6 thé¢ new Parlis-
ment. ~ T¢ moy:be that the Iresh people hive.acized
the.oseasion of the dissolation. to. send & compast
disoiplined body of representatives 4o London; able/
‘to maoke'their claima formidable and urgent.” I so,
‘I oan promlise ‘you ono Irish-Austriallan traveller.
will lock on from the Speaker's gallery at thelr
labours  with vordial sympathy, and without the
slightest desire to roplaco any man in his seat,

At a banquet given in Melbouroe ca St. Patrick's | di

fght, gentliemen, .not_;_ B

Sheehy wascharged with havingbeen accessory. to | cause I want leisure and repose to recruit my health | sanction of a foredgn legislature. -
g t- |-and have won the right o enjoy them by long years |
os8es came Jorward to sweer that he (Bridees) had | of hard work, But this is too simple an explana- | government that no other work can be go profitable
oft the country.” But“ il wasproved)” Mr. Froude | tion for rome ingenious persons. At one time it} 'and of such utility as a railrvad between Galway.

left for secd.

" We do: therefore fnform -the government-again
that there are-of utter went throughout Connémara
at present, as any that have decimated the people
during the years of famfne. The only difference I8
that the calamity is not as general now as then.

. This is the third bad swccessive season in the
West. Distinctly we repéas, that Iv Tigmerous cages
the condition  of {the people:ig extremeély wretched.
[Tuereis no such thing as credit—the provious two,
bad seasons put an end to that,- - o
_ 7Xarly last ‘April iwe had a conferonce with the
‘unfon'poor law-board. * The guardians, with becom-
ing spirik, passed a solemn resolution apprising.the
-government of the approach .of dire distress, and,
asking them to adopt, timely measures to prevent
the ravages of theold calamity.’ © -+ "~ 7
" Then, -as-well as now, the guardians and clergy
asked omployment, and not alms, for an able-bodied
and spirited peopls, . . R

. Public works of vast importanee, such-as & rail-
road from Galway to Clifden, were ready to thelr
tand, The inflience of tha venerallé name and
eonsinnt solicitude of our patriotic Archbishop, the
Most Rov. Dr. MacHale, were enlisted in the same
cause; batup.to this the ouly result is promised
inspeetion and inquiry, while hundreds of loyal peo-.
ple, male and fetnale, young. children and adults,
are enduring the pangs of hungéy, Yet, in- the face
of all this, there' are professors of | sconomy, bud’
practitioners in social rufn, who preach sermons on.
loyally and patience, and pause for a response of &
hypocritical amen £rom a people who are moral an
loyal to an extrems, if not te a.fault, o
Agnin-we implore (we stoop to the attitude as we
are pleading for our faithful flock) the government
to open sources of employment, to relieve, nap, to
save the people,. , L
Row, 8 word or two fo the public in explanation
of this constantly recurzing misery in Qonnemara.
On the top of the sliding scale that indicates and
infallibly lends to xuin may be found the active and
aegative dealings of governments with the people
ol the West, o I p
A formerpaternal (2) government directly ruined
the fisheries of the West coast by the withdrawalof
the stingy, beggerly support which they derived
from the state. All'subsequent so-called parental
goverpments have perpetuated that min by ac-
quicecing in that first caues. No public works, no
railroads, no facilities to reach the advantages of
distant markets, = ' ' ,

. Of landlords we take care to speskin the most
moderate terms, British legislation inscribed their
rights on the broadest fringes. .- One foreign society .,
alone owned & property of vast extent, measuring
within its Loundaries 280 square miles, 300 miles
of foreshore, and . other appurtenances and other
manorial rights of samazing amount, Yet all this
vast extent of territory is still almostin a state of
nature—no employment, no improvement | '
Now, let the public diminish the most prosperous
strict in the empire by 280 square milés,and they
can easily judge what outlying debris—depopulated
nad degraded by the crow’na._r—f:un be worth'l .
With few exceptione, the landlerds of Connemara
are nbseantees., .Thus, priests. and people are left to.
rough it during hard seasons. - Mr. Mitchell-Henry,
M.P,, and his truly . amiable family,; do s}l they can

‘Mountain land docs not improve undertlie de-

ive of his method of writing' history: Father | a cordisl good, bye. You have read, I dare say, In | populating curge of eviction by the thousand. - Such
I =he 8ay8, was owing to | the newspapers from time to time, stories of my | has been the.agricultural process through. which
# insufficient evidence” He undertekes to say “the | particular pirpose in going "home so’ precise ‘and | many of the,digtﬁt:tjdf.ﬁbnnemmhﬁve;’r_aiséd. It
Lerds Justices were certain of, his guilt, though, as | circumstantisl, that if they were only a little "acou- | is & miracle of God’s mercy that even arernant of
ften happens in Ireland; they could not produci thefr | rate thiere would be nething lefs for me to tell you |'the pecple is found on the soil #till o bear witneas

to the huge iniquities perpetrated by and with the

Again we heg most respectfully to in_:.‘p;'eg'shﬁ; the

says, thad there had been a conspiracy to murder | was said that X was going to occupy a political of- | and Olifden, '

. We :are ‘8o isolated here that every yoar - that
passes ‘we have to record . the source of ‘rain in con-
sequence of tho impoesibility of, safe transit of food

Again: % A Mr. Eeating, described a2 a gentleman ot | assuring them that I have no more desire’ or inten- | from any store either in Galway or Westport—both

localities béing sixty-two miles, (English) from’
Clifden. During the last three years rio boat counld’
leave either harlior=—oae. year for eight weeks, the
second year for six weeks, and this current year:five.

weeks ; and thus all snpplies of food ware shut, ong.

aud no alternative was loft to the people but elther
to starve or'to consume the fei potatess that weze.

(Signed).. -
Parricx M‘Maxrs, P.P;
Desn of Toam.

Housert Fririy, C.A,

of ;Ulifden and

Ballynakill, .
M. Lavaus, CA, Moyras, .,
Jossrr A, Mowoiey, C.A., Roundstosis.
Janzs Lxw, 0.0, Ronndstone, - * ¢
Miosarr Oarax, C.C, Clifden. .
Jonx P, Cawxing, C.0, Balllnrobe,
Troxas Brawxan, 0.0, Clifden. |

Parnick J. Stomx, 0,0, Clifden. ' .

_ THE COMIC GOSPEL.

. 1t appears that for .some mouths ' past. much, ex-
citement hag been prodneedia Edinburgh and other:
towns 'of Scotland by the singnlar’ exercises’ of &'
couple of itenerant Americons—Mt. Meody and Mr.'
Baukey. For a very long time no entertainment has
been so popular in Edinburgh 88 that which goes by
the name, of these gentlemen.. It .is attended.by
overflowing audiences. Crowds ot enfhusiasts fol-
low the performers from one place to another, for it
¥e part of their system to have as mueh variety as'
possible, and to hold thelr meetings 1n-all sorés of
different_buildings—in town-hails, lesinre-rooms,
and churehes of all denominations, . The ‘meatings
are held at all hoursof the day, and soms are for.
young men, eome for mothers, some foz.taihers,
‘othors for young women, clerks; students, or little’
children. ' Curioeity is stimalated by huge placards
on the walls, and several -periodicals command a:
large sale.by deecribing the performances,; . The an.
nouncement :—“ At 630 p. m,, Mr. Moedy. will
_preach. the Gospel”  Mr, Moody and Mr. Sankey are
" Americans from Ohicago and we learn from one of
their organs that their vieit to Scotland was prompi-
ed by, a feeling that the churches there skood “ spe-
cially in need of the, applieation of these  beisker,
iivelior; more direct modes of ‘Appoal whieh are chia-
racteristic of America.” - Mr, Moody, we ace farther
told, is' “not a man of much education’ or' culture;
his manner is abrupt and blunt ; his speech bristles
with Americanisms; his voico s sharp,.rapid and
collogninl” .. He is remarkable for his want of sanc-
timonionsuess, and “a play of humor , spuris oat
sometimies 'in" bis most serlous addresses” ‘e in:
terlards‘ his lectures’ with droll andrwoudertul ato-
ries, or, a8 the writer puts {§; ' he 'has, in’ hisposses-
sion & large.number ‘of incidents and expariences
awell fitted to throw Mght on the points Lo employs
them 80 slucidate, and %o olinch thie:appoals which
ho'ueos them ' enforce. ' In the ‘intervals ef ‘Mr.
‘Moody’s lectures. Mr, Seakey sang:hymns. i Ab-
‘horring the notion of - providing musical ; emtertain:
ment merely to please those who are net in the
Kingdom of God,” he deske to move ¥ by truth ex-

pressed in the most winning tones® Isisslso #in

d | vivals have uanally Ioft their mark

d nof only wit pronouncia
adialect. of Chicago;-and the result is no
‘gomething very different from thatto which
congregations are accustomed. Jokes, 5]
and sensational exclamations are freely j
Mr. Moody's strange acoents and “gpurt
work up the people into a state of
which it is sz easy to cry as lmugh.
translated into the language of Artemug
"én:ﬁ'ei‘.féddb;)]:touﬂghﬁ; of Tankee wit, isa
sation, and the effect is ehhanioed by a sud

to startling threais of .dainnﬁtio‘h,y and ﬂ;g:‘:]:n%:
come and bo eaved. Then comes Sankey's Ityy
golo, sung in yery good style to & molody that might
paes for ‘saculardn-a -worldly ‘concert-room bt gfo,
 the words. Peoplo who go only to be amuged,
most of the audietios go, are provided with g cmio“
and racy entortainment, quite'as good in Ity way ::
the Christy Minstrels. . Others of an impresstbla
tomperament are thrown into more or less violegt
paroxysms of hysterical emotion. -

- It is maid to be too soon to” estimate
of thaagitation which has béen carried o
expedients ; bus it.is not very difficult
what, jndging from former experience,
Iyto be, It i8 impossible to imag
n}ore I;Jncvlvhpleloms and debilitating ¢
of morbid excitemens and hysterical . ra i

is thus'cultivated; and in ):Jf.her' case'z? tltxll:; ;I:J?: '
Quence has invariably been a reaction of a -deplor.
able kind. In tbe couniry districts of Scotlang Te.
in aq i

of drunkeness and a scandalous addition ":gm:ﬁ:
Registrar General's statistics of illegitimacy, Ip
Edinburgh the heat and frenzy might be su[;posod
from the extravagant language of the organs of thg
movement. Iican readily bea understood {hat 8§
one of these papers says,  hundreds of young 'per-
sons who were formerly accustomed to go to the
theatre, opers, and pantomime, gaveup deliberately
and from choioe and the force of conviction attegd.
ed the praye-meetings ;” but the explanation in a
great many casee isno doubi that the prayer 'muctings
“were found to be more amusing and stimulating
an_of Mr. Moody's most ¢ screaming hits,” as tﬂey:
say inthe play, ig a mock representation of a court
of law for the frial of Christ. He asks tho congre-
gation to consider itself a court ofinquiry, and nom-
inates one of the ministers present to bo usher and
to'call in the witnesses, who are then examined with
Yankeo freadom and jooularity by Mr. Mowdy, Pi.
Iate’s wifeis oalled Mrs. Pilate, and among the other
witneases are the Apostles, the angels, and the Deity,
This gort of roaring fun goes ‘beyond anything on
thestage. It is hard to say whether the treatment
of religion {n this manner does most harm by bring.
ing sacred things into ridicule, by afflicting somse
fesble minds with idle agony, or by overbalancing
others with the inflation of self-righteous arrogance
and-conceit. Theré is niot the fainteat traco of edu.
cated intellivence or spiritual elevation in A,
}Ioody’shamngues. They are a mere-gabblo of texts
interspeised with grotesque or scnsational anecdotes
and spiced with vulgar Awerican slang. The most
extraordinary -feature of the agitation is that it
;should be connived at and patronized by the. clergy
of Edinburgh and other towna. : It is obvious that,
if Moody and BSankey sre right in the mode of
preaching the Gospol,'arid #f the success of these
performanoes is really a “ great awakening” and the

U Power.of the Holy Ghost in Scatland,” the ordivary
seryices:of religion must;be .a.melancholly farce,
Everbody whe hag been in Scotland must have been -
struok ‘with the severe endurance and fortitude with
‘which a Beotch congregation sits out not only a
long and dreary sermon, but a series of prayers
which ave the worst sort.of sefmons in disguise ; and
it 1s . not surprizing’ that  Scotoh laity should. be
thankful for a little relaxation.  Butthat the minis-
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-ters themselves should come forward in the man-

ner to proclaim publicly ‘that there whole system
ig a faildre and waste of timeis really strange. It

.must be atill more wonderful if, in -supporting and

recommendirng Messrs, Moody and Bankey, they do
got see that they are .condemning . themselves.
Either a greal awalening is good for their flocks or
1t is'dbt: if it is why do thoy not take meanures to
bring:ft'abont on their ‘own account?-" The ouly
jnstification which: is offered for the cccentricitiesand
-huffeongriesof the' Yankee propaganda is slmply
;gnt the endjustifies the meansand that the great.
ing-1s to. produce. an impression. on’ the pubdlic
‘mind no matter how." It would appear, thersfore,
that sermod® bad better- be - abandoned - for - singing
-and stéry-telling; and.there is no logical reason why
'th.e_ret%':z, should stop here., The banjq and boues.
might be substituted for the harmonium, and Mr.
,Sankéy's solos might be occasionally . varied 'by 8
'little “dancing. ' The Fantee Flip-flap -Fandango
woild>be An’appropriste accompanimient to Mr.
Moody’s #spurts of humor? and select: anecdotes..

.| I£it’1s to be nnderstood that, it is the business of:

Ohristian churches to compete, as the British Fvaw-

:| getiskhiolds with® the theatre, opera and pabtomime,”.
‘| why is'this compotition left to the Americangontle:
| men? 'iT4 is slated that Messrs, Moody ' and" Bankey
} may. shortly-be expected in: London, but they will

perliaps discover, that their line of bustness has al-.
ready been protty well worked at the Tabernaplesnd
slsewhiere—Salurday Rovieio, . .~ " :

I’RI’S,H" INTELLIGENCE.

#The Pope” says the accurato Atlantic cable "1ss
lssued o mandate convoking" the Synod of Publin
for the purpose of considering the condition of Cath-
olics in - Treland; :The mandato is caising excite-
ment, espeoially in ecclesiastical .circles Posui_bly
this means nothing more than the  usual potiodical
Conferemces of the Irish Prelates. As the nowsis
from London uud of an Irish affair it is just possible
that the cablo-is, for omce, well informed’ on i
topio, In thabcase, we prosume it refers to a Pleo-
'ary Comnoll.. The last Natienal- Council .of this
‘’kind was held in 1851, at Thurles, under the preel-
‘denoy of His Eminence, Cardinal Cullen, then Arc
'bishep’ of Arinagh, and Primate ‘of all Ireland, who

|- presided as Apostolio Delégate,' He ‘also will pre-
‘| side at the:Synod of Dublin, - Of the. prelates who

‘sat with him as Fathers of the last Synod not msny
‘are now living, Of the .Arohbishops, himself .and
‘the Archbishop of Tuam’. are the solé survivors—
| Archbishop Tealiy was one of tho Hhieologians.
'the’ Bishops-there still suryive only Bishop Kelly of
Derry, and Bisliop Delaney. of :Cork: ;' The Synod:of
Thurles gave definite shape aud form - to : the agite
tion against .the abominations of Queen’s Collegd
and Infermediate Education, and showed ‘the Eo&
lish government that oven thongh the natond’
#chools wore ¥ talornted” by the Rishops agan &
periment; a8 tho bost system that:could be obisin®®,
and.as a seourity against groator, evils, that pever
tholess nether Trelnnd, nor, her Bishops or the:Tor:
would atand aby furthier tamporing with tho felth 0
her children, through their teachers, ' We: can Mo,
Imégine $hat this'eatte Guestion® will be 'dealt w: o
niow, with that:courage ‘and: far-sightedness, whict -
#0.#all - becomes the ‘Bishops. of Ireland.—0si
Review, . . "o AT ¢
Donzry Usiversiry Sewata.—The adjourned m’:n
fng of this-body was hold in the Examxggﬁon ﬂ;_, 1]




