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THE PRIMATE AND THE BISHOP UF
LINCOLN,

The Archbishop of Canterbury has addressed
the following Pastoral Letter to the Arohdes—
oons and Raral Deana of his diocese:

“ My dear Archdeacons and Rural Deans:—
At the close of our annual gathering held here
last Weduesday you asked me to assist you in
meeting the wishes of the clergy who wrote to
you for guidance and advice as to the bearing
upon their own services of the jadgment which,

with five right reverend assessors, I have been
oalled upon to deliver in & recent ritusl suit.
The request is plaioly a reasonable one, and
indeed, I felt that I goarcely fulfilled my duty
10 my heloved diocese if I left myrelf in the

distant relation towards it of provincial judge|

withont, a8 your Bishop, writing you a few
words of counsel for Christ’s and Hia QOburch's
sake on the gaestions involved. To judge of
partionlars wisely we must take up one or two
enersl considerations. We cannot learn omr
atitndes without reference to higher objeots
I ask the clergy, then, to consider the die~
gronortion between those points of ritual which
ave been contested and the grsund obaraoteris-
tios in which all ag ee of our English Eucha-
rigtio service—a liturgy Soriptural, primitive,
with Communion in both kinds, in the mother
tongue, free from superstitions or doubtful
devotions, most reverent, yet truly * Common.'
the humblest people sharing every prayer and
every action, Beside this great Catholic and
Roformed heritage the diversities sre small
"indeed. And when these diversities and qaes
tionings are contrasted with the tremendouns
burden of duty to Christianity and to mankind
whioh this sge above all ages binds on the
shoulders of our Churoh above all Churches,
the overwhelming contrast oasts a new light
on Christ's gearching sayivg that the world
 itae}f bas to suffer {or the ‘stumbling blocks’
among ourselves (St. Matt. xviii. 7).

I ask all to consider the vital importance of
pesaoce, charity, unity. Without these we can
make no impression on the world's tasks which
are ours to do. Withont them we can carry no
conviotion of Divinity in our faith, Without
them we ocannot solve one great problem,
Without themw in the presence of an enemy
ready to pour in at every breach, our highost
aims will become unattsinable, and onr position
almost indefensible. And peace and charity
and unity are being visibly set at naugbt be
cause wo will not impose this essential on
ouraelvea—such silence and stillness about
dif*erences s make the peace of families, 8bove
all of the household of God.

I ask the clergy to consider the ruling prin-
ciple of 8t Panl's life and counsel, that all that
is lawful is not expedient; that the feeding of
tha flock of Christ is the substance and evidence
of expediency; that they who have insight
enough to know and act safely on the know-
ledge that things which bordered on even
beathen ceremonies {1 Cor. viii—x; vi. 12;
Rom, xiv.) were not really dangerous, but
sdmiesible when understood by Christian intel
ligence, were nevertheless bound by a wisdom
higher than knowledge, and a law greater than
that of the new freedom of the Church; bonnd,
1 ke himeelf, to limit choice by expediency;
bound to abstain not only from the purade of
their conviotions, but from the very use of
them when surrounded by eyes that would be
pained and spirits that would saffer at sight of
what seemed their dangerons advance,

I feel that to say so much as this gives to
those who are uneasy tho right to ask me if I
do not fesr that men are in danger of being led
to the Charch of Rowe. X answer, I do not.
Considering how muoh wrong, Cbristianity and
thie country suffered daring the Roman domin.
ation, I do not wonder that foars arise. Ilament

the imperfect acguaintance with the subject;

the unworthiness, the injustice to worshippers,
with whioh the dignity and eimplioity of the
English nse may anywhere be spoilt by imita—
tions of past or foreign modes. But I do not
think this will lead to Rome. With my pre-
decessor, I beliove that while our service is in
this mother tongue of ours and is the glory eof
it, and Soripture makes g0 large a part of it.
and inapires the whole, and 18 in every home
and overy hand, and the clergy arecitizens and
fathers of families, there will {e no following
for Bome, It has been shown that in all these
years she has effected here & multiplication of
edifices and institutions, but not of sonls; that
she makes no atatistioal progress. No. The
ancient Church of Eogland is with us. I do
not fear that the new Italian Mission will make
anything of our olergy or people. This is a
digression I feel bound to make.

Agsin I eutreat the clergy to reflect that
there i8 no Church in the world in which parish
priests or ministers have anything like the
same independence, in or out of Churoh, as our
parochial olergy have. This means that there
i8 no Church in the world in which 80 muooch
responsibility for the preservation and good
estate of the whole rests on each one of them.
We are trusted as HEnglishmen only trust.
Nothing but the sense of honor in many oases
forbids our abuse of independence. What deli-
cacy of considerateness ought 1o possess our
spirit towards thoughtful, troubled, even-over-
sensitive, even prejadioed parishioners!

If there were any whose first impulse would
be to give no attention to any judgment or
ruling, spiritaal or temporal, tut their own
snd their ¢ organ’s,’ I should still not despair
wbhat one hour’s sober communing with them-
selves and with history would reveal to them
what bave been always the beginninga of schism
and separation,—what is the secret of the Iost
inflaence and serviceableness of the clergy in
some Other countries, not Roman only, snd
what the guiltiness of undermining our own
powaer of good.

Such strong impressions are, however, made
on our mirds by extremists on either side that
it is easy to forget that these are, after all, fow
in comparison with the solid central mass of
moderate and earnest men whose work is oar-
ried on in peace, By them, in happy conjuno.
tion with the laity, & -universal, unimpeached
advance in the devout beauty of public worship
has been made in the last half century,

Looking now to the conclusions of the Court,
the socurate limits of those conolusions, and
that which emerges from them, I would ask the
olergy preliminarily to observe that each con--
olusion relies on the whole ohain of the h story
of each observance, and on the faot that the
English Church is & true faithfal branch of the
Church Catholio, enjoying the right of every
branch to order its rites and ceremonies,
within the limits of Soripture, and of that
¢ edification whereunto all things done in the
Church ought to be referred’; and that our
Church assserted in its reformation and made
nse of this its authority, and specially by the
restoration of primitive order and tone in the
Holy Communion.

I would then ask you to observe genmerally
that the conclusions reached are simply the
deoision that such or such an aot is or is not,
expresely or by necessary implioation, forbid
den by the law of our Church—is or is not, in
immediate or ultimate consequence, actually
pensal by that lsw as it now stands. It is evi-
dent that decisions of this oharacter are far
from throwing the weight of the Court's
authority upon the side of any aot which it
does not find to be illegal. We had not as a
Court to allow or disallow anything on grounds
of advisability or policy. Our sole duty was to
ascertain whether existing Church law forbade
or did not forbid certain practices, The oir-
cumstances under which the inquiry was com-
mitted to us rendered it imperative to make

the asoertaingent as complete a8 wenould,

The:jadgment speeks for itself. - It would be
out of place for me to expand, compress, or
reatate its conclusions, I am resdy to trust the
living spirit of unity and loysal faithfulness
among us. As to particular observauces which
the judgment of the Court has found allowable,
I feel confident the olergy of the diocese will be
with me when I make it my own undoubting
recommendation and esrnest request that the
olergy will make no chaunges in the direction of
sdopting any of them in their conduot of Divine
service, nnless, at the least, they are first assured
of the practioal unanimity of their people in
desiring such change And that, even if any
do, in accordance with the clear sentiment of
their people, nake any chauge within the
limits of the judgment, yet they will make it
their bounden duty to provide at the most con.
venient hours, especislly on the first Sanday of
the month, and at the most frequented hour,
ad ministrations of the Holy Communion which
ghall meet in all ways the desire of those par-
ishioners whose sense of devotion eesks and
feeds on the plain and guiet solemnities in
which they have been reared, which they love,
and in whic" their sonls most perfectly * go in
and out and find pasture’ Those simplest
forms are liturgically trae, The people have a
right to them, and through them the true pas-
tor will delight to be one with them, to break
for them the Bread of Heaven, to feast with
them on its inmost epiritaal realities. He will
fear no loss when, like. his Master, he girds
himself to serve them and pay them all observ.
ance. Believe me, ever your faithful brother
and servant in Christ,"—Edw. Cantuar.

TLiambeth, Dec. 6:h, 18-0.
CON¥IRMATION.
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SxLy Exaurxarion.—OBEDIENOE TO GOD’s
Law.

The second Promise of Baptism was—

That we shounld Believe all the Articles of the
COhristian Faith.

The explanation of these Articles of our
Christian Faith will come more properly under
the second heading of the necessary * prepara-
tion of the heart”—Raith.

The third Promise of Baptism waa—

That we should Keep God's holy will and
commandments. and walk in the same all the
days of our lfe.

A distinction may be drawn between Will
and Commandmenis,

¢ Will,” is the more comprehensive, answer-
ing to the spirit.

“Commandments,” are the expressions of
that Will in special cases, answering more to
the letter.

A ohild 1is obedient to its parent’s commands
when it strictly does what its parents has told
it to do or not to do. It is cbedient to the
parent’s will when it does what it knows the
parents would wish it to do, even when there
is no expreas command given,

Is is thus that Christ has taught us to obey
the * Commandments” given by God to the
Isrselites on Mount Sinai.

Those Commandments were the publication
by God of the MoraL Law, 4, ¢. the eternal and
unchangeable Liaw by which moral oreatures
are bound to God,

"We may see in the Bible that men were
punished for deing things contrary to some of
gl_maq Commands before they were published on

inai.

We, therefore, as Christians, are as much
bound 8 were the Jews to keep these “ Com-
Eandments," as the expression of the Moral

aw.

Iondeed, they have a much wider and deeper
meaning for us, Christ came to fulfil, not to

destroy the Law. Ho fulfilled it Himself in ita
uttermont requirements ; and by His teaching



