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. CALENDAR FOR JULY.

:'JULY Eth—-ﬁth Sunday after Trmxty.

2 % 19th—6th Sunday after Trinity.

§E4 7% {9th—th Sunday after Trinity,
v 2% 25th—S7, James: ‘A& M. .

E-}. L 26th-¢8bh S_unday after Trinity.
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% mt(u est the growing activities in all depart-
';x‘ ments of Church work, at home and abroad,
!f ~will thank us for calhng their attention to the

papers issied by Committees of Convocation.

i" We shall spea.k only of the’ Convocation of)
oty Canterbury, for. although valuable 1'eports have
;{)’-h from timo to time been put forth by the York
'l“\ Convoeatmn——notably one on_ Iitemperance—
Tﬁ fthe .conditions under whick the Northern Con-

f‘ - vocation has hitherto met have not been favor-
;,f* able to the development of the system of -Com-
g}.sr mittees, ‘which has assumod .a very valuable
. form in the Convocation of Canterbur 'y, espe-
cml]y in' the Lower House. Indeed, it would
be difficult to devise a better system for secur-
mg full and careful consideration of Chureh
qﬁestlona A subject - is brought before the
L,. Lower Houso whwh mny consist of about 70
or 80 Persons present ; it is referred to a Com-
. Mittee, if there be one that can suitably take
l"r it up, ot aSpeoml Committee is appointed to
: :,r deal'with'it. - For such & Committeo such per-
&~ 60n8 are appomted a8 are known to have given
n% sttention to the question in hand. During the
,, long recesses between the Sessions of Convoca-
p-‘ntlon the Committees meet, they hold communi-
'{- cation with experts, they often have ‘oppor-
h' tunities, from their connection with an ancient
: ognstltutxonnl body like Convocation, of get-
;,, ‘ting information . which might be denied to
}c} .private inquirers, They have, also, the special

g\advantage of coming from many differentpirts

E‘ the ‘wants of different classes, and the ciroum-
"'*‘atances of the Church in town and country,
; f'mong miners and artisans, laborors, sailors,
and men-of tiade’and'commércs, ‘The Reports
.r;‘a‘l‘e vely, fully oonsndered before bemg pre-
¥ serited; and even, after preaentatmn, an oppor-
gﬁftpmty is somenmes given for. 1-econslderatlon
33 »We:believe that Gonvocatlon is most anxious|
‘&,that‘xt‘ should be" understood how" far it is re:
onbxbe for opinions’ expleased in Reports,
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Jto. (depreciate the valug of the Reports

' ’Those who desne to follow with intelligent .,

of the-country, and so of bomg acquainted with |-

to pf" ent msnnderstandmg, not W1th & view

- Unti) within the last four years, the’ Rep01 ts

: of Committees of Convocation: were not, as a
. | rulg; pubhshed as sepm-ate papers; they were
" | distributed amongst members of the two)

Houses, and & few ‘'were bound up with the
Chronicle - of.. Convocation, which no ¢ne
thought of purchasing. -In 1882 a new. system
‘wag introduced ; & member of the Lower House
undertook the duty of edxtor and the Reports|

_|and other papers issued by, Convogation have

been on sale at the depository of the National

Somety in- Westmmstel a8 low pmce, and

.. | These papers ‘will be- found to embrace all the
| subjects of current interest to .Churchmen. -

An exhaustive report on “The Présent Con-
(dition of the Marriage Laws” (No. 152) was is-
sued n 1883, which, while treating especially
of the English law, contains much information
that is valuable to readers here. :

In special ‘departments of Church work we
heve ‘most: helpfal papers, such as “On the
Hours of Divine Service” (No. 187), “Friendly
Societies”. (No. 158), “Recover y of Fallen Wo-
men” (No. 164), “Intemperance” (No. 165),
“Day of Intercession for Missions” (No. 168).

Of the publications put for th by Convocation
this yenr, wo must call speoial - attention to a
“Book of Private Prayer” (No. 1661), approved
by the Lower House—the first instalment of
what should-prove a great boon to English
Churchmen’; and a- report.on “ Church Musie
a,nd Choristers (No. 167).

" We have reserved to the last the mention of
a paper of singular value and interest, the Re-
port of a Joint Committee of the two Houses
on the ** Spiritual Needs of the Masses” (No.
182), which was considered of so much import-

ance that it has been determined to prini it in

a handy form, ‘and to place it on the catalogue
of the 8. P. C. K. It was drawn up by a strong | ;
Committee, consisting of the Bishops of London
(Temple), Winchester, Norwich, Rochester and
Lichfield ; the Deans of Worcester and St.
Paul’s; Azch‘dea'cons Bishop Trollope, Hannah,
Bathm-st Pott and Sumner; Canons Butlm
(now Dean of meoln), Hopkins and Ainslie,
The Committee got information_ from all parts
of the Province, and with great labor: summa-
rized it, and founded upon it certain practical
suggestxons ‘which indicate, as wo think, the
truo  methods - of . the . Chm ch’s evangelmtm
efforts.

Ifany of our readers wxsh to be well up in
any subject that is likely to come before’a Cleri-
cal Conferetice or Church Congress, they will do’
wellto provxde ‘themselves with a supply of
these interesting and instructive papers, which
ecan: Lbe procmed with httle tlouble and ex-
penso,

Ora et Labora.—* Workmg is praying * said
one of the-holiest of men. And he spoke the
truth 'if's man ‘will but do his' work from a
8ensb of dnty, whzch is for the sake - of God—

9 Z}gnﬁ equently re&d ot‘ eometh;ng bemg
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(K nysley )

‘cation; intercession, and thanksgivings, extem:

1and temper.
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’l‘he conservatlsm of the Prayer-book is as
endent ag 1t:s ‘antiquity” and scmpturalness. sy
Anclent ideas'and customs ‘have in theth the

"conaervatmm of dehberatmn and patience.

There is:wisdom in. adhermg to prmcxples and.
‘observances. upproved «by the experiences of
‘most: people, in- most; parts of the world, and
jn its: most: enhghtened ages. We claim this .
sanction of the teachings of the Prayer-book,,
s8:embodied in-its ereeds, prayers, and praises.’

The doctrines of the Prayer-book 1 have .passed
under-the severest scrutiny of ma.ny centmles E
Men haye died rather than recant them.

Bit let us: consider g moment longer the =
character and . peculiar liabilities of extempor- & .
aneous prayers...;As all complete acts of prayer & -
require the. four elements of: invocation, suppli- .

poraneous public: prayer,. ‘rgpeated to:the same '
congregation, is. most: sure either to omit’ some g :
one. ar. more of. these elemente or to. fall mto ne
the same expressions or form of prayer, with- s
out method or scriptural., accuracy. Unless,ﬁ .'
short, like.that of the. gmhhcan, they must wazn- &
der into much inconsi erateness of thought and =
opinion, The minister is liable to give expres-
sion to his: crudest and most unstable _thoughts e
Heis but too apt, to.give utter- =

ance to the last sensation of ]}J)m looahty or of
the times, whether it be rehgmus, social, or M
political. - However - well ‘some well: tramed
minds may manage them, they are.often extr d- =
vagant -in ideas and: irreverent. in expresslon
Often they are but mere speeches to the con-
gregation, rather than a worship: to God. - Tt
was 8aid of . a brilliant New Enﬁland preacher, . g
‘that he pronounced . the most, eloguent pr ayer =
aver offered to « Boston; audience. Hig, ambi- =
tion to excel .in the presence of an sssemblage z»
of people, -his warmth of thought, considera~ g,
tion of style, and pressure.of, outside influences’
made his- utterances not a_prayer, but. an ora- 'S
tion. He was ‘conscious of the ]presence of =
marn, not God. In spite of himself, he spoke eb
to the former, not to. the latter.

But in written prayers,. especmlly like' those
of the Prayer-book—written in most instances ==
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a8 long.as one thousand years ago—the people

will escape the individual peculiarities of the &
minister and the inflammatory passions of the
hour.. Thank God, whatever heresies there 35
may be in the theology of the times, or errors &
in the schools of  philosophy, or flerce passions 5,
in secular affairs, none of these can be traced =
to- the worship of our Church. On the con- ®
trary, the Prayev-book service has most con-
stantly interposed . between her poople and all &
these evils the barrier of her ancient preserip- &
tions of prayer and praise. .In these there is ™
nothing of the passing bour or of the indivi- g
dual man. At the door of the sanctuary man B
is warned: “The Lord isin His holy temple; =
let all the earth keep ;silence before Him." =

‘Nor can we admit that in extemporaneotis. & E
prayers, however inteliectual and beautiful-and =,
seholarly they may be, there can be the same =
clearness of style or scripturalness of sentiment
as in the prayers of our Prayer-book. No other
book is 8o Saxon. Its words are the simplest
in the. English language There. is nothing
high-sounding in its phrases or confused in its
petitions. Its sentences are short, clear, ‘and
s1mple ag the. 1hetomc of centuries could make
them. Indeed, it is mot possible to be mote’
%lam and ‘perspieuous. , The distinguished Dr.-

oddridge, a .Congregational minister, says of’
the Prayer: book' B T%:e language is s0 plam as
to be level to the. capu.cmes of the meanest, and -
et the sonse is so- noble as to raise the concep-’
txons of the' greatest n.

- Thus it - is p1e-emment1y the- service for;the'’
uneducated It. suits, the, tastes, -and 1deas of

: prder and xeveren a.nd acmptma}ness, of the '




