* THE CHRISTIAN MIRROR. *

17!

tain ; butwe belicve that, éven in an earthly

oint of vigw, the childeen will be no lozers in
the long run.  1n the hour of sad foreboding,
let the anxious parent talie comfort from these
words of ‘the Psaliist :—¢ 1 have ‘been
young, and now am old, yet have [ not seen
the righteous ‘forsaken, nor lis sced begging
bread” =~ ’ : '

. "SABBATII SCHOOLS. -

WE do not believe that any Chureh acts up
to the obligativns arising out of the very fact
of its existénce as a Church, so long as it is
negligent or hall hearted with reférence to the
training of the éliildren of its own members,
. particularly of its poorer members, who obvi-
ously require especizl counsel and aid in the
matter. The infant so soon as he is baptized
becomes in a certain sense the child—the pro-
perty——of that-Church inte whose bosom he
iy"thid® réeeived, and acquires ‘a Tight to have
the ‘dawnings of reason watched over and
improved, and the seeds of saving truth
planted at the carliest period within his twind.
While a primary abligation to train him in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord, unques—
tionably rest upon his parents, as certainly
does an obligation also devolve upon the mi-~
nisters and members of the Church to take
care that where parental effort exists it shall
be encouraged and aided, and that where it
is neglected, the deficiency shall, as far as
practicable, be supplied. The interval be-
tiveen the administration of Baptism and the
period at which a young person is ordinarily
likely to be influenced by the preaching of the
Guospel and the general exercises of public
worship, is of the most vital importance to
the future character ; and when suitable mo-
ral culture is not diligently attended to within
the interval, a weighty responsibility is incur—
red by those who have negiected an obvious
and pressing duty, and difliculties of great
magnitude are cast in the way of the indivi-
dual’s moral and religious progress. Tle es-
tablishment of Sunday Schools was an attempt
—a noble and incalculably beneficial attempt
—to meet the requirements of Christian prin—
ciple in relavion to the rising generation ; and,
amidst our warmest advocacy of week day
schools, we would never forget the amount of
blessing'to the country which has resulted
from the patience, self" denial, and diligerce
exhibited by those engaged in the unostenta—
tious labours of Sabbath School officers and
teachers. But, this instrumentality, though
most ‘valuable so [or as it goes, docs not go far
enough. ~Tistruction for two or thiree hours on
one “day out of seven—and that, in the case
of . the junior classes, instruction in the art of
spelling and reading rather than in the truths
of the Gospel —is demonstrately inadequate,
whether viewed as a supply of the moral ne—
cessities of ‘the child, or as a performance of
the duty of the Church. Doubtless there
have been and still are places in which this
effort is all that carn be made, and we have
to do with a Gracious Judge who will not call
us to account for any greater number of ta—
lents than that which He bhas actually and
fully confided to our stewardship. - But wher—
ever circumstances admit, it is, in our belief,
the ipdispensable duty of the Church to pro-
vide opportunities for the daily instruction of
Youth in the most important of alt knowledge,
by the incorporation of evangelical teaching
.with all'the steps and stages of secular educa—
tion,~London_Wutchman., kK .

"Ei0oqueNT PIEA Fon EtucaTion.—Let those
whose weslth'is lost or jeopardized by (raud or
misgovernment ; let these who quake with ap-
prehensions for the fate of all they bold dear; let
thase Who ladient and .behold tlie deseciation of
all that is hioly; let:rulers whose counsels are
perplexed, whose laws are defied or evaded; let

them all koow, that whatever.ills they feel ar
fear, are but just tetiibutations’ of & righteous
heaven for a neglecied, childhood. Remember,
then, the child whese. voice first higps 1o day,
before that voice shall whisper sedition in secrel,
ar thunder treason at the .head of an armed band.
Remember the child whose hands to-day list
lifts the tiny bauble, befure that hand shall scatter
fire brands, arrows and death.— Remember those
sportive groups of youth in whose halcyon hosoms
there sleep oceans, as yet scarcely 1uflled by the
passions, which soon shall heave it as with the
tempest’s strength. Remember that whatever
station in life you fill, these immortals aie your
cate. Devote, expend, consecrate yoursclves to
the holy work of their improvement.  Pour out
light and truth, as God pours sunshine and rain.
Na longer seek knowledge as the luxury of
few, but dispense it amoug all a3 the bread of
life.  Learn only how the ignotan: may be pre?
served, the victim recleimed.

NATURAL HISTORY.

THE HIPPOPOTAMUS.
HIPPOPOTAMUS AMPIHIEIUS,
( Concluded.]

 As soon as the animal is fuitly stinck, the
buntsinen in their small eanoes cautiously ap-

‘number of men come out with poles and loud ciies
to atlempt (o drive thew away.

¢The hippopotamus was observed in great
numbers in the Niger, by Richard and JohnLau-
der, and that not without some apprechensions
[vom their Loldness and power.

¢ They rose, observe the narrators of the ex-
pedition, in incredib’e numbers very neur usyand
came plashing, snorting, and plunging all round
the canoe, and placed us in imminent danger.—
Thinking to frighten them ofly we tired a shot ar
two at them ; but the noise only called up from
the water and out of the fens about as many more
of their unwieldy companions, and we were wore
closely beset than-before.  Our people, who had
never in all their lives been exposedina canoe to
such buge and tormidable beasty, trembled with
fear and apprehension, and absolutely wepl aloud:
Our people tell us that these foimidable animals
Yiequently upset canoes in the siver, when every
one ol them is sure lo perish.  These came so
close to ns that we could reach themn with the
butt end of a gun. When 1 Jired at the first,
which I must have hit, every one of them came
to the surface of the water, and pursued us so fust
over to the notth bank, that it was with the
greatest diflicultyimaginable we could keep before
them. Having tired a sccond time, the repott of
my gun was lollowed by a loud i0aring noise, and
we scemed to inctease our Jistance from them,—
There were two Dutnon men among our crew,

proach the floating wood, and after fastening a
strong rope lo it, they hasten with the other end
towards the large boat which contains their com-
panions. The huntsmen now pall the rope, when
the monster, irritated by the pain, seizes the boat
with his teeth, and sometimes succeeds in crush-
ing or overturning it.  In the mean time his as-
sailants are not idle ; fonr or five more harpoons
are plunged into him, and every efloitismade to
drag the beast close up'to the hoat, so us to give
him less room to plunge about in.  Then they
try to divide the ligamentum nuche with a sharp
weapon, or (o picice his skull.  Since the bedy
of a full grown hippopotamus is too bulky to be
pulled out of the watry without a greal number
of hands, they generally cut him up in the water
and bring he pieces to Jand, In the province of
Dongola not more than one o two of these ani-
mals are killed in the year. TFrom 1821 (0 1823,
inclusive, nine were killed; out of which num
ber we dispatched four. The flesh of a young
hippopotamus is very good, but the full grown
ones are gencrally too fat. They weigh as gruch
as four or five oxen. The hide is made into ex-
cellent whips, and will furnish from 350 to 500.
No use is _made of the teeth. '

¢« One of the hippopolami which we killed was
a very old fellow, and of an enormous size, mea-
suring 134 French feet from the nose to the ex-
tremity of the tail.  His incisive teeth were 2%
French inches long, measured from the root to the
point, along the oufer bending.  We fought with
him for four good hours by night, and were very
near Josing our large boat, and probably our lives
loo, owing to the fury of the avimal.. As soon
as he spied. the huntsmen in the.small canoe,
whose business it was to faster the long rope fo
the float, he dashed at them with all his might,
dragged the canoe with him under the water, and
smashed it to pieces. The two buntsoien with
difficnlty escaped. Of twenty-fiv emuskil-balls
aimed at the head from a distance of about five
feet, only one pierced the skin aud the bones of
the nose ;. at cach snorting the animal spouted
out large sireams of blood on the boat.  The rest
of the biaiis stuck in the thick side. At last we
availed ourselves of a swivelj but it was not till
we had discharged five balls from it at the. dis-
tance of a few feet, and had done most terrible
damage to tke head & body that the colossus gave
up the ghost. The darkness of the night increased
the danger of the contest, for this gizantic animal
{ossed our boat about in the stredm at his pleasure ;
and it was ata fortunate moment indeed for us
that he gave up the struggle, as he. had carvied
us into a complete labyrinth of rocks, which, in
the midst of the confusion, none of our crew had
observed.. . L

¢« For want of proper weapons the natives can-
not killan bippopotamus of thissize ; all they can
do to drive him from their fields is lo makéa lit-
tle noise in the night, and to kecp up fires.at dif-
ferent spots. ‘These animals from their voracity;
are.a cmise to a whole district; and in seme
places they are so bold that they will not quit the
'fields, which they are laying waste, till a great

|\\'l\o were not so fiightened as the vesty, having
seen some. of lhese creatures before on lake
Tehad, where, they say, they abound.

“1lowcever the terrible hippopotami did us no
kind of mischicf whatever, ~ No doubt at first,
when we interrupled thew, U ey were only sport-
ing and wallowing in the iiver for their own
amusement; but, had they upel our canoe, we
should have paid dearly for 1.2

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGEN CE.
" JEWISH MISSION. '
EXTRACY FROM MO, Cllﬂlh\.\l,s LETTERN,

T

¢ 1 wish to lay before the brethren a matter of
greal importance, concerning which I had many
conversations with Dr. Wilson,—1 mean a good
library for the Mission; he is now with you,
and ?'ou could aot give the sclection into betler
kands.
¢« | Lelieve I had not mentioned, dear brother,
that we had keptup an English service regularly
in my house, Mr. Allanand I preach alternate-
ly, and the Frank population in Beyrout have
frequently come up to the mountains to be pre-
sent. I have preached to an audience of lt& in
‘the goodiy mountain, and on last Sabbath [ dis-
ensed the elements of the Lord’s Supper. We
all felt very much humbled and refreshed, Thére
were a wanling, indeced, many of the exciting
and encouraging circumstances of a communion
at home; instead of the crowded andience,, and
full tables, we had only three families; but we
were on Lebanon, and m the midst of idolaters
and heathens, and we were enjoying the liberty
of silting under our own vine aud fig-teee, none
making us aftaid. This “freedom lo worship
God”-arises, no doubt, in this part of Lebanon,
(rom tné existence of different pastics,—~Maron-
iles, Greeks, (viz. Greck church,) and Druscs,
nearly equally powerful. In the Jurge and po-
pulous district called Caserawan, where the Ma-
ronites greally preponderate, there is no such
liberty, and the Protestant preacher might
speedily prepare either for his death or his de-
artare. The people of this mountain are, if
eft to themselves, a quiet and inotfensive race,
abounding wi h many of. the minor and personal

vices, bul neither cruel nor sanguinary. You
fecl annoyed, but not afraid among them. They

will cheat and piller, and prevaricate without
end. Positive rigid adherence to the truth is
unknown in the land. They arein general very
poor. ‘Their houses are wrelched, (ilthy, full of
vermin, and without furniture, except a mat, and
a coffee-pot, and a jar for water. ‘I'he house [n
which 1 live (the best habitable house in the vil-
lage) was indescribably noxious. The wallg are
loose stones, covered, with+mud or cow-dung, if
the proprictor be able to afford it; the floors of
soft yielding clay, requiring continual sweeping,
but never swept ; the roof composed of ribs and
raflers laid from wall to wall, and covered with
earth, whiclr at all times supplies you with a
sprinkling of dust, and, after a shower, with an




