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and character of bis religion, manifesting to his disciples hoir
'completely opposite they were to those qualities which had alwavz
been the great objects of admiration to the headien ni orld. lin
the beginining of his admirable sermon ,on the Mount he says,
"lessed are the poor in spirit, the meek, the merciful, the peace
mnakers." Upon another occasion, when hi disciples, who being
possès>ed with the iniagitiotïi n h.iclh prevailed univer-allv among
the Jews that the Messiah's kingdon was to be a temporal one,
desired tu know n ho was the greatest in the kindoni of heaven,
our Lord took a nethod of teaching them lumîilicv and directing
them to condesceikion that niglt strike their inds in a foercible
mianner. " He called a little child unto hin and set him in the
midst of thein and said, Except ye be converted ard become as
little c'hildren ye shall not enter loto the kingdonm of lieaven ;" that
is unless a total change took place in the temper and disposition of
tlieir minds, unless thiev hecame as unambitious, as nicek and as
humble, as little concerned about worldly honours and distinctions,
as a little child, they could never be considered as true subjects of
Christ's kingdom here, or capable or inheriting the kingdom of
lieaven hereafter. In the eve of' Goi humiilitv is a sublime virtue,
and " whosoever shall humble hinself as this little child, thte
same is greatest in the-kingdom of' heaven." It was by humility
that they n ere to rise to dignity in his kingdom " fir lie tliat ex
alteth liimself shall he abased ; and lie that litmbleth hiimself
rhall be exalted."' The design of our Saviour was tu destroy
ancd eradicate those principles of ambition and pride iith
w hich even his own select disciples were so strongly tinc-
tured. The inward temper of our souis was the object lie hiadt
in view. He was desirous of subduing those tyrannical and over-
bearing passions whîieh werýe so inimical to the preiess and ad-
vancement of ils kingdom, and to substitute in t 'r place the
more pleasing unes of iuniility aond lowliness of miniid. 'i't should
be our endeavour to restrain all unreazonable thouglts of lfhionor
and ambition, and to limit our desires of dignity and pre-eminence
within proper bounds. By suchi a éonduict as this on1ly, it is tait
Ie can attamît to that happv' composure of minid n [ich n as so clear-
ly represented Iv this figurative and eib)leiatic action.

Froi the parable of' tie Pliarisee ancd the l'ublican the advan-
tages of hi îty are strikiogly tm;anifest. The proud ai impe-rions Phiaee havinig a higi opinion of' and trusting in his o i
righteousness thus pompously e\Iiibits his merits to the Alnighty
as it to demnan(d as a debt the rui ard of hi actions, " God, I thamk
thee that I am' lot as other meii are, extortioners, unîjust, adulterer,
or even as this Publican. I fast twice iii the wveck, I give tit hes of
ait that I posse>q. And the Publican standing afbir off, would not
lift up so much as ils eves hinto hcaven, but snote upon his brcast
and said, God, be merciful to me a sinner." The confeâsion and


