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AN APOLOQGY.

We vegret that the publication of' the
CANADIAN DRUGGINT has been un-
acoidably delayed thiz month, but twill be
able to promise prompt issue on the 15th
of cach month in futwre.

An Easy Method of Preparing
Mucilage.

BY M. BELWING, K ¢S

Mucilage of gum nrabic is n very delicate
and troublesome prepatation, apart from the
considetution -so prominent in these days -
that it is almost fmpossible to obtain such a
quality of the raw material as will give a satis-
factory solution,

But even with a veliable guin at hand it is by
no means cagy to prepare a sample of mucilage
which will, without some addition, keep well
and free from decomposition, as evidenced by
the retention of its viscosity, and by the ab-
sence of sowmness— the Iatter a condition of
paranount importsnce,

It has bheen suggested, with considerable
Jjustuess, that to a certain extent the instability
and tendency to decomposition chavacteristic of
most mucilige depends upon the methed of
preparation, so that very wisely the attention
of the pharmacist has been called to the neces-
+ity of discovering the conditions which are
most favoruble to yielding a reliable and per-
manent product, and of devising those modifi-
cations of the ordinary process of haphazard
maceration of the gum in water which will be
most comlucive to the sune desirable issue.

Although this subject has prolally not
attracted so anuch notice as it required and
deserved, yet this much at least has been deter-
wined with relation to the preparation of a
satisfactory article: (1) that the lower the
temperature at which solution is effected the
more permanent the product 3 and (2) the more
ctfectually air is excluded from the mixture of
half-dissolved gum and water the more likely is
the phiarmacist o obtain a mucilage which will
remain unchanged for a reasonable length of
time,

The method which I can recommend from my
own experienice is based upon these considera-
tions ; it may not be new 1o all, but it certainly
is by no weans generally known or so widely
applied as its simplicity and cffectiveness
merits..

It is necessary that a glass.stoppered bottle
should be used, of such a capacity that the gum
and water, when introduced in the proper pro-
portions, shall quite ill it, so that when the
atopper is in 2itu (not being so placed until ad-
hering air hubbles have been removed from the
gum by gentle gyration of the veasel) all air
shall be completely excluded. It is naturally
somewhat ditticult to hit the right quantities of
gumand water to use in order to fulfil this
condition at the first trial ; but when they have
leen ouce determined Ly  experiment, the
figuves are entered in the note book, und used
as guides inall subsequent operations,

By avoiding contact of the mixture with aijr
in the mauner deszribed, and by conducting the
sulutien at the lawest pacsible temperature, all

the possible precautions agaiust premature de-
composition have been taken. It only remains
to allow solution to take place.

But this is not most rapidly cfiected by
merely allowing the bottle to stand on the
the counter and giving it an occasional shake,
Under such conditions the gmin forms a semi-
solid homogencous mass at the hottom of the
water, which nio amount of shaking will dis.
tueh.  Of course the gluxs 10d must not be
called ifute requisition, primarily beeause it
cannot be introduced iuto the full bottle with.
out displucing 1 portion of the contents, and
further, becanse by opening the vessel in this
way we should stultify all our previous pre-
cantion to prevent the aceess of air

Ttie hest way to proceed is first to shake to-
gether the gum and water, having secured the
stopper with string, and then allow the bottle
to rest on one side.  After a time it is taken up
and inverted, i, e, is allowed to stand on the
stopper, supported in any convenient manner.
As there is no air space tn the bottle, no por.
tion of the gum is out of contact with the water
when the bottle is turned upside down—an im-
pertant factor. The gum, therefore, gradually
falls, by virtue of gravity, ia the form of
¢ strings” through the water, and is quickly
dissolved, A repetition of the inversion two
or three times will be suflicient to perfect solu-
tion in much less time than could possibly be
cffected by the common method of stirring
occasionally with a glass rod or u pestle, the
mixture of gnm and water contained i an open
dish or mortar.

The last operation is straining.  This should
be done by means of fine flannel not previously
moistened with water, and is generally suppos.
cd to be advisable.  This material will be found
to give a brighter solution with ne more trouble
than muslin (the meshes of which soon became
blocked with impurities and dried gum) ; and
if the finished product be filled into small
bottlgs (say 2o0z) and securcly corked it will
be found to keep well for an almoest iudefinite
time~-at least as long as will be reqquired in any
average phannacy.—Xritii and Colonial Drug-
gil.

Glycerin Suppositories.

Suppositorics compased chiefly of glycerin
have recently come into usc to quite an extent,
as a remedy for constipation, particularly of
children, They scem to work like v charm;
the glycerin being absorbed and relieving the
constipation,

Dictrich  gives the following formula for
making these suppositories :

Stearin soap, dialyzed . .

) 10 parts.
Glycerin, pure . - -

90 parts.

Dissolve the soap in a little hot water mix
with the glycerin and pass through a steam
filter. The melted filtrate may be divided into
suppositorics of 26 to S grains which should be
enclosed in tin foil.

This formula is inexpedient for general use
because dialized stearine soap is not readily
oltained nor is a steam filter a convenicnce
possessed by most druggists.  We therefore
present the following which we think will be
suited to the wants and convenicnees of the
drug trade :

Dry white soap in powder 2 drachms,
Glycerin by weight . 5 ounces.
Water . . N 3 ounce.,

Mix tho soap and the water and add the
glycerin hoiling them together until all the
water hus evaporated and vapor no longer rises,
then run in suitable monlds or allow to cool and
shape to the required form into suppositaiics of
ubont 50 graing, These can be covered with
tin foil, or better yet be dipped in melted cacao
hutter to protect them from absorbing moisture,
—Fenner's Formulary.

lodine Wine.

It seems, says Barnouvin, in the Reportoire de
Pharmucie, that iodine wine is the most cflica-
cious form in which jodine can be made avail-
able in the treatment of phthisis and  scrofula
without using those preparations whose tuste
and eausticity make them very disagreeanble,and
hence unfit for exhibition in treating children,
Hitherto this wine has been prepared by letting
algae rich in jodine ferment with grape juice, a
process which produced a wine very rich in
tannin, and to this fact (the formation of an
iodine tannate) was attributed the absence of
the sharp disagreeable iodine taste from the
wine. Barnouvin now demonstrates that the
tannin really plays no such part, and that an
iodine wine can be made which is of pleasant
taste and yet entirely free from that agent. It
is prepared by dissolving iodine in the propor-
tion of J part in 1,000 in any taunin free wine.

Veterinary Pharmacy.

In reference to relative dosage for aninaly
and men we donbt very much whether any
ratio really cxists. Many things do not have
the same effect on animals as on men, for
example, belladonna is and can be taken very
freely by horses without dauger. Weappenda
short list of doscs, taken from Morten’s Veter-
inary Pharmacy, which we hope will be of
service:

Acid, arsenious, 3 to 10 grs.
Acid, carllic, externally only.
Acid, hydrochloric (10 per cent.}, 2to0 4 dvs.
Acid, hydrocyauic, 2 per cent., § to 1 dram.
Aconite tinct. 10 to 20 minims.
Alocs, 4 to 8 is,

Aminonia Muriate, 1 to 2 drs.
Auntimony and Potash Tartrate, 4 to 1 dr.
Argenti Nitras, externally only.
Bcﬁadonna Ext., 1 to 2 drams.
Ca.mshor, 1to2drams.
Cantharides, 5 to 10 grs.
Capsicum, 10 to 20 grs,

Cascars, 2to $ drs.

Chloroform, 1 to 2 ozx.

Croton Qil, 20 to 30 drops.
Copper Sulphate, 1 to 2 drs.
Digitalis, 1 to 2.rs.

Frgot, 2to 4 drs.

Iron Sulphate, 2 to 4 drs.

Galls, 2to 4 drs,

entian Root, 2 to 4 drs.
Hydrargyn Oxide, 1 to 13 Jdrs.
Hyoscyamus Ext., 1 to 2 drams.
Todine, 5 to 10 fr:.

Magnesia, § to 1 oz,

QOpinm, 1 to 2drs,

Plumbi Acctas, 1 to 2drs,
Potash Nitrate, 2to 4 drs,
Quinine Sulph., 20 to 30 grs.
Sodiam Sulphate, 4 to 11
Strychnine, 1 to 3 gra.

Sulphur, 1 to 4 ozs.

tiinger, 1 to 4 drs.




