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WHAY 'I'RUTH SAYH

In thosa days of chicap and hogus degrees,
wlon institutions aro springlug into oxist-
encoat which for n more monetary considera-
tion a person ambitious to havo a handle
attached to his nuns can havo his wish
gratified withoat submitting to any educa-
tional state it 13 cxtremely undesirable
that tho roputable inatitutions of leatning,
which have acquired & world.wide rocagui-
tion, should show auy disposition to cheapon
their dogress or abato their demands in ro-
speet to literary qualification and acquire-
mont. In this view the proposal of tho
Harvard aathoritics to curtail their college
course by abuut-onc-seventh, so as.torender
it possiblo for an industrious student ‘to
obtain the B. A. dcgroe iu thres years, will
hardly find favor with the fiiends of higher
cducation and literary culture, Tho prin.
cipal argament urged in support of the ro-

. duction is, that thcaveragongo of graduates

is too great—boing for Harvard at preseat
twonty-throe years—ahd that in view of
the additional time neoded for professional
tratning, this age is too advanced for those
who will have to depeni solely on their own
excrtions Tor a livelihood. It compels them
to start 100 late in a professional or business
caroer. This no doubt, is o fact greatly
to bo regrotted and may woll
cngago tho attention of oducationists.  Bub
to Iower tho amonnl of acquirgment needed
in-order to obtain tho degres of hachelor of
Arts is n very quostionable policy. Much
better would it bo for those .interested to
sock to raise the character of the pee ara-
tory schools, and to endeavor to beget in tho
popular mind tho conviction that a boy
looking towards a college coursoshould aim
at matriculating at sixteen or seventeen
yoars of age, which would permit his grad-
uating at twenty-one. O course, as tho
New York Sun observes, no valid objoction
conld bo taken to an arrangement which
wazld make it optional with an undergrad-
uate to obtaina degree ia threc years in.
stead of foar, providod hocould satisfy the
oxamipers that he had donoall the work
preseribod for a four years® term.  What
concerns us 1s tho question, not of time, but
of accomphishment. 1t is truo that aniver-
aitics exerciso moral and sathetic infuences
as wall as cducational functions, but it
zhoald bo permissible for the student to say
whether Lo can afford to profit by the former
advantages for moro than three years. Asa
matter of fact a Inrge proportion of the pars
men who graduate at the British unlversities
~0Oxford, Lamhrdge, Glasgow, Edinburgh,
Abzrdeenand St Andrew's—spend no mors
than threo yoars in the work prescribed for
obtaining & B. A. degree.  In like manner
tho foremost universitics on this continent,
Harvard among tho rest, have a rule by
which a student, pasking what is callel the
scnior matriculation which ushers him into
tho sophomoro instead of the frcshman
class, may gradoate i arls in three years.

To cxtend shin principlomight be an advan

tage 80 as to parmit an undergraduato who
has entered in the freshman yeur to take a
degreo at tho end of three years, or, for
that matler, at the cod of two, if he an

Fas8 cXamizations proving tho posscssion of

all tho attainmeuts required for a diploma.
Under cuch circumstances tho prestige and
valuo of a degree would not bo in the least
finpaired. No residence at all is needod for
o dogree at the London Juiversity, and yot
tho diplomas of that i /.tution arv very
highly prized. But tao proposal of Presi-
dent Elivt does not contempinte allowing o
clever and industrious lad. to obtain a
degree in three yearsinstead of four, on con-
dition of his performing all tho work pre-
scribod for a quadrennnl term, it airs
rather at reducing tho quantum of acquire-
meut, and in 30 far forth is calculated to
lower tho value and prestigo of a Harvard
degree.

And yet another objection to the propos-
ed curtailment is tho fact thot the new ro-
gulation makes it possible for astudent to
obtain o degreo without any knowledgo of
the Greek language. Now considering the
dificulty which most studeuts experienco
in acquiring a mastery of this ancient
tongue, and the further fact that to many it
appears a most vexatious mw sthod of wasting
timo, sccing that in the majority of cases it
will never bo put to any practical use, it
may bo presumed that & large majority of
the students will express a desiro to pass
this subjoect by. Snch an event, according
to the Hon. Mr. Gladstono whose familiarity
with Grock is one of his distinguishing ac-
complishments, would bo cause for deep
regrot.  Quite roceutly, while discussing the
intormediate cducation which follows prim-
ary iostruction and preceded univenity
training, the great Cominoner expressed him-
sclf very strongly on this point. It is
his belief that all the intermedinto schools
should teach Grock so that such pupils
a3 would bo compelled to leave school at the
age cf sixtecn might avail themselves of the
instruction offered.  Mr. Gladstone thinks
<hat no matter what might be a youngman’s
circumstances and intentions, it would do
him good to study Greck, considered asan
invigorator and bumanizer of the mind. The
shorter the time which a pupil is able to
spend at achool tho more important iait, in
Mr. Gladstone's opinion, that his education
should keop in viow (he truo wbjeet, which
is tho caltivation of tho intellect for its own
sake, and nol for thenccomplishmen® ofany
speeific practical work. The purpose, he
said, of an intermediate school—a purposo
all the more paramount in the case of pupils
who will not proceed to the university - is
not to furnixh tho mind, as a workshop is
furnished, with slable products, hut to
mako it ““a supple, strong, cffective instm
ment,” fit for any uscs to which it may be
applied. This result he contends is more
certainly and fully sceuicd by the stady of
Greek than by avy other mental exercise,
even though the knowledge of the language
should not survivoto middlo lfe. Many
cducationistsagreo with this position, which
is betides, supported by a remarkable cx-
periment moro  at the Universily of Berhin
during tho ten years precoding 1880 At
the beginning of that decennial period Greek
ceased o be a requisite of admission to the
univerxity, aud & concerted attempl! was
made to compare the aptitodes and achieve
ments of Holleauts and non-hellenists in
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other ficlds of study. At tho ond of tho
docadoreports wero gubmitted, and it turned
out that almost alf§tho membors of tho
faculty, wnclu-ding conspicnously the rop-

resentatives of science, bore testimony to
the superior mental alertness and efficiency
of thoso undergraduates who had studied
Greek at propamtory schools. This testi

mony 18 significant and goes far to support
the contention of those who advocats the
study of Greok tor the sake of the superior
inteollectual benetit derived frowm the excreise.
But should tho fashion sct by Harvard be
followed by any considerablo number of the
Ieading universitics of tho United States and
Canadn wo may oxpect that the coming
studenta will not greatly trouble themselves
with a subject that demands for its mastery
such persevering application and energetic
Iabor.

Reports from the Capital state that in-
structions have been issued to the superin-
tendent of the Governmant printing bureau
that hereafter in all Government documents
and publications the spelling of such words
asfavor, honor, labor, otc., must conform to
the English usage, that 15, with tho ** u.”
Canedn beinga Briush colony, 1t s held
that wo should adhere to the English lan.
guage and not adopt Americanisms. This
is cxtending the loyalty idea to a point
dangerously near the ridiculous, especially
sezing that the reform has common scnse on
1ts side, and was withal proceeding 5o quict-
ly that it may be presumed the general
public were not aware that any change was
taking place. 1t is not likely, however,
that this order will have any effect upon the
general practice, which will continue to ig-
nore the uscless letter no matter what
appeal may bemade to the loyalty senti.
ment. The ordinary mortal who s not
blessed with the big pay and little work
which rumner ascribes to any civil ser-
vants, fecls thankful if he can find tune to
write the word in full cven with the “u”
omitted.

Throughout Brazil there is great rejoicing
owing to the promulgation by the Govern
ment of the New Constitution. TFor six
mouths the sclf-constituted rulers have hept
the people 1n ignorance as to the nat .re of
the Constitution they proposed to adopt.
Mcantime the country has been under
dictatorial control. The new Constitution
recognizes a Federal 5y stemn tased upon that
of the United States.  The President alone
is responsible to the nation.  The Ministerg
are replaced by secretaries of State, who arce
answcrable to tho President alwe  Parlia
ment will consist of a House of Representa.
tives and a Senate The powers of these

two bodics will be of a purcly legislative |

charncter, and an adverse vote by cither
chammber will not ontail a chango of Ministry,
A new House of Representatives will beo
clected triennially, and a new Scnato every
nino years, The Prosident’s term of offico
wil bo six years. Tho firat residential

clection will be by Congress, and has been

fixed for November next.
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her touring children, it may bo presumed
that tho historicul fatt I calf was slain, or
somo substitute, equally cxpressive of Jjoy
for the return of the wanderurs, was provid.
ol.  Under date of June 22,d, the Cable
announced thut the Duke and Duchess of
Connaught landed at Liverpool thus mory-
ing and procoeded to Windsor. The Queen,
Princess Beatrico and Prince Henry of Bat.
tenberg, the Prince and Princess of Wales
tho Duke of Cambridge ahd tho children of
tho Duko and Duchess of Connaught were
at tho station to greet the trasvelers and
thero was a general embracing. A famly
dinner was given at the castle at night.
Many Canadians whose hearts were captur-
cd by tho geninl affab’e manner of their
late distinguishied visitors will join in cx.
tending congratulations to their Royal
Highnesses upon their return home in safaty
after tho many dangers on land anc
deep to which they have for these months

been exposed.
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The scheme for the ameliorntion of Egypt’s

financial condition which is being discussed

by thoso European power  bat have a stake

in that greatly Lurdened country, 1s i

danger of conung to nought through tho re-

fusal of Franco to conscut to any agreement

until England withdraws her troops from
.tho yalley of tho Nile. It may noi be un-

interesting to those who are unfamiliar with

the recent Justory of that histor:~ land to

bricfly recount the steps by which she has

lost 30 largely the cantrol of her own affairs.

When the ex-Khedive Ismail sucoceded to

the throne of Egyptin 1862 he found the

naticnal debt only three or four muilion

pounda. In twenty-four yearsit had bheen

increascd wnder his reckless extravaganco .
nearly thirtyfold. Heconverted Egyptinto s
a moncy-lender’s paradisc ; e resorted to )
cvery expedient known to the spendtbirift g
to raise money ; he paid cnormnous rates of
interest ; he subinitted 2o rumous discounts ;
he pledged his private estates ; he practiced
every deceit and outmge on his pasient peo- - Ty
ple.  But the day of rechoming came at lnst, !
In 1876, when he conld uecither borrow o
farthing nor return a farthing that he had- . .
borrowed. he tried to find relicf in lmﬂc- L
* atey. Then it was that the powers, whoso™ ™
capitalists had loaned their money in tb§
hope of inordinate gnin, but whe now saw
themsalves threatened with heavy loss, cimg’

to thewr rescuc.  Assuming the role of Sy~ "y
lock, they demanded the pound of Ag
They 100k charge of the finatices of Egy
and from that day to this sl has v
under the lash of a foragn takpays iy’
And this rule at first was very oppresiTathq
the creditorsapparently tmagining that

in‘crests alone were the interesta of
natives, and what put wealth into 4
pockets added to tho taxpayers']
sut after tho rebellion of Arabi Pg-

tho bombatdment of “Alexandeia 8




