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OURRENT NOTES.AFTE R a long liue ai literary fame and
activity. M,%rs. Oliphant, the Blritish

authoress wbo died the other day. left a
personal estate ai only $4,ooo as the result
ai lier labors. I>ossibly the copyrights ai
her variaus works will bave some future
valut for several years ta corne. Ail told.
it is ccrtainly not mucb. [t reminds ane ai
the narrow and uncertain profits ai a book-

.j.cller in these days ofiliegitimate competition
and close prices.

A scizure bas been made, at LondonOnt..
of a medical work which the police author-
ities dcemed ta transgresr the law against
obscene literature. If the police authorities

anywbere else want ta do their wbale duty
let themn examine the standard and other
ivorks offered for sale at somne departmental
stores on this continent-the trashy paper,
the cbeap binding, the low but higb (con.
sîdering the value) prices charged for tbem
as boaks and sec wbere ibe public arc being

most gulled. The public ought ta know
better ? Yes, no doubt they shauld but they
don't. The police authotities, who are sa
ready ta guard the popular marals. ought ta

extenci their protectian ta the victims ai
advcrtisement deception. The deceptive
advertisemcnt, in boaks as in other articles
offered for s.ale, wili corne in for rougb
handling anc af these days.

R. R. Corson, boalkselier and stationer,
af M,\arkbiam. ont., prints on the outside af
his ordinary business envelopes. a descrip-
tion ai Markham. IL is in minion type,
closeiy §set, and just leaves room for the
address. 1In'the corner is his business card.
The envelope laoks weil, and must help bis
trade in the tawn, the people rcalizing that
hie is doing bis best for M.%arkh.amn, so wby

sbauldn't they do equally well by himt?

Dr. lx. R. Hopkïns, af Grand Valley,
writing ta the press regarding the sale ai

United States cbeap magazines as compared
with English and Canadian. says: - ln my

littie drug and book store, i bave tried ta
get gaod custamners ta take Tbe Canadian
M.%agazine, but bave aiways been met witb
the abjection ai tbe price. tbough tbey would
ail prei'er it. 1 agree wtith you that Canada

is flot yet in a condition ta campete witb tbe

United States, bence, it would be a drawing

nearer ai B3ritish interests ta make ail Blritish
publications as easy ai access as passible.
WVho was it said. ,Let me have charge et
the reading materiaI ai the public. and i
wili tell you what kind oi a nation 1 can

make?* As a business question. and
that is the only standpoint front which a
trade journal should regard these things. we
would recammend the boaksclier tô% pusb
the 25c. rather than tbe toc. magazines.
There is no money in tbe latter for the
trade.

Tbe New Brunswick M'%agazine just started
is the third venture, ait icast. ai a similar

kind, in thit Province. Twenly.five years
aga The Maritime Monthly wvas a thriving
periodical. Previaus to that, Stew.trt*s
Quarterly tvas in existence. These St.
John ventures show tbe existence ai iiterary
activity and national spirit among aur
bretbrcn down by the sea. [t augbt ta be
rewarded.

E. A. Hfart. St. Francois Xavier street.
Mantreal, writes ta The Gaz àecte, comiplain-
ing that the Government bas refused. si,>ce
1896. ta continue the stamp license, wiîicb
bas for so many ycars been a con venience
ta tbe public. at ihis aid news anti book
stand. The store-cither as l>ickuip*s,
Fisher's, Takabashi's or Ilart's-bas been
in existencc for 4o years, and for a long
periad the public. instead af climbing tbe

steps into the post office, have hccn in the
habit ai buying the stamps round the corner
at the aId stand, tnd drapping their letters
inta the pos~t on a ievcl with the sidewaik.
WVhy shauld they be deprived a! this con.
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