
BOOKS AND NOTIONS.

maents of the Clarendon Press, and is prnted
on oxford India paper.

The Easter card trade is now to be look-
clafter, and the Toronto News Company
is abreast of the fashion, with its ceason's
,upplies. The nost chaste specimnens of
igter art are on exhibition in its samaîple
departmnent. Orders are flowing in, and
those who do not want to be behindhand
should take time by the forclock and get
their stock ordeted. Early in this month,
the Conipany's travellers wili start out with
sanples of the Christmas cards to have im-
port orders in early. The "Standard," a
ime ot base-balls the Toronto News Con-
pany has handled for sone years, is now
avadable to the trade for the spring de.
mand. Saiple lots of fifteen, in a hand-
sone case, will bc forwarded at a low figure
to all dealers who want spccinmens to do an
order trade from. Thesc favorites will no
doubt be in great denand this year, as
the gane itself is still advanicing in sporting
favor. The stock of rubber balls is also
large and varied.

The directors of the Upper Canada Tract
Society mct on Thursday night, with Mr.
James lrown in the chair. Considering the
,tate Of the roads, wcather and sickncss,
.:tisfactory reports were given n front the
q olporteurs. Durng the past month lcssts.
lluntsnan, Irvine, and Mller, in Ontario,
.]nd Yole, in Manitoba, travelled 2,oa4 miles,
visited 1,308 famtilies, sold s85 bibles, and
547 of the bCst religious books. 'Mr. lione
a still busy as ever withl the Welland canal
wsork. The colportage work in Manitoba,
by the kandly help of the Bible Society, is
mlost heartily comzended. E:rcellent re.
paorts were presented by 3ilr. Young, the
dcpository manager, and by Dr. Moffat, the
scf.retary, for the nonth. Notice was re
(cived of the very gcnerous bcqucst of the
latc Mr. Wn. Gooderhan for the nuch.
needed %,ork of the socicty. In very nany
ways in the city, and throughont Ontario
.an- the North West, large numbers of the
best tracts are bcing circulated, and nany
cxanples of gcnuine good being donc are
evcry nonti coming to light.

"The succcssful novel of to-day a ilthat
whiclh contains soine social problcn woven
mio the narrative," says a wnter in tle los.
ton Journal. "This fact i learned in a recent
-onversation with a prominent pubbsher.
Sard he : 'There was a time, not long ago,

-hen people wanted fiction pure and simple,
and there are people of the sane idea now.
Itut novel reading itas claangcd. Take Mrs.
Ward's or Mr. lcllaniy's novels, or MIr.
Fraude's latsct, ad cach presents a social
problen. Of course evcrything dcpends
upon the topic wovcn into the narrative, anad
nuch upon tle public's willngness to takc

il up. Let an author, howcvcr, take somae
problem which the public ias lad before it
for some tnie, treat it well in narrative farn

and the book is brought out just at the right
time, and that author stands too per cent.
better chance of success than if his story was
pure fiction. It is like a sugar-coated pellet,
you know, and the public taste in literature
to.day laas to be attracted hy sonething
novel or out of the commnion. If i weie an
author I would seek famlle and fortune in
this direction, wherein here mnay be a hint
for anbitious vriters."

Thlae tlirty-fifth birthday of that worthy lirmn,
Brown liros., fell on the first of this maonth.
BooKs .min NoTIoNS called and paid its
respects on the eve of that day, that is, on
the last afternoon of their thirty-fourth year.
The luge establishment was found in the
throes of stock-taking. One has no idea of
the extent of floor arca covered by the nian-
ufactory and warchouse, until one ias anade
an excursion of the building. The maodest
front over which thle sign appears, nmakes no
hint of the length and breadih of the four
flats, oi of the force of emaploye's which are
behind it. There are never fewer than i50
people employed in the nechanical depart-
nient alone. The nembers of the present
firmi are the sons anîd successors oi Mr.
Thomas lrown, who establislhed the busi-
ness in 1846, and ran il, until the present
proprietors took possession, in thle building
niext door to tl one now occupied. On the
third floor is at old.country press tiat has
hect tlrce.uarters of a century in the
family. Messrs. Blrown l'ros' stock was lar-
ger their last vear tihan it ever was before.
They have just waited for the turn of the
year, the clearing up to be got over, before
laying in thacir new spring stock. Thteir
specialty continues to bc the mtanuifacture of
account books, an whilch thcy long ago won
continental fane.

On cght long tables upon the second floor
of Nlcssrs. Warwick z& Sons' warchouse, are
cxlhibited saniples of the newest albums iat
are this vcar within the reach of the trade.
These samples are plainly the gathering of

a connoisseur. The special mission of Mr
Geo. R. WVarick's last buying.trip to Ger-
mnany, wvas to pick up the finest specimnscta'
of albumts, that the rich market of tile
country affo, ded. le got then. The two
iundred varicties that followed hima fromn
Europe represent two hundred separate acts
of careful selection. The product of maany
matanufactories was thoroughly sifted, and tilt
resuit will be gratifying to the trade and to
the public. Tlhe sample.room shotld be
visited at the carliest convenence to buycrs,
It is a ventable nuseun ofart. Soie of the
novelties in pattern are tle palette, sea-shell,
spnng.leaf. Ali thge standard shapes and
sizes are also illustrated. There are somie
gems in plush and norocco with brass and
bronze nnuntings, on casels ta match. Tlae
Longfellow, the Shortfellow, and the Three-
decker are exceptionally taking lines. The
prices vary with the diversity of thle goods.
raagang aIl the way frot fifteen cents to
seventeen dollars. A detadled descripuon,
even a bare enumeration of the two laundred
lines, îs out of the question i the space at
our disposal. Even a very full catalogue,
could do but scant justice to this rare collec-
tion, and we recoinenid the dealer to try
and sec it.

Messrs. Warwick & Sons have also to bc
comaplaamented (n the choice lines of fancy
goods with which tlcir samaaple rooma is cl.
bcllbshed. In aIll varetics of forai and
beauty, ticîr assortmatent imcludes ladics'
comnpanons, perfumiaae cases, glove and hand-
kerchicf boxes, travelling conpanions, com-
bination collar, cuff and jewel case, mairrors,
imkstands, etc., etc., ad iainitum. Tley arc
aIl superor gools, îand beng the product of
cheap Germnan labor, they rait he sold at the
lowest price.

li ulsamg iew stccel pens Ile ank somaetilcs
will not flow rcadily. Tlhis cana be avoided
by sticking the pien into a potato. Try it

lthe first 'eserbrook Pe you lise.
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