
BOOKS AND NOTIONS.

DEAR SiR,-I wish to draw the attention of the
trade, through your widely-circulated journal, to the
unnecessary and annoying changes in school-books,
so that the matter may be brought before the Ontario
Booksellers' Association, and by them to the notice of
the Minister of Education.

1 will give you a case in point. As you are aware,
the drawing-books now in use are the "Canadian
Drawing Course," issued in five numbers. When
first issued Nos. 1 and 2 were emaller in size than
Nos. 3, 4 and 5, and charged te the trade at 80 cents
and 90 cents per dozen respectively. I might state
here that these books shouild be supplied to the trade
at 75 cents per dozen, which would leave the pub-
lishers a very handsome margin.

In order to get a little closer price, I ordered a
quantity of the different numbers. What was my
surprise to find, before I had sold out, a change in
one of the numbers, the result of which was unsale-
able books in stock. I ordered a second quantity,
with the same result-a change in another number
and unsaleable books again on hand. And, again, a
few months ago, Nos, 1 and 2 were enlarged to the
same size as the other numbers, without any notice
being given. The result was that the dealers who
had a stock on hand had difiiculty in disposing of
them, and in som.e cases vere upable to do se, be-
cause as soon as the teachers were aware of the
change, they instructed the pupils to buy only the
larger ones.

Now, the result of all these changes is annoyance
and loss to the retail dealer. Whon the publishers
were spoken to on the matter, they stated that they
were instructed by the Minister of Education to make
the change ; se that they were net responsible for it.

Noiv, the question is, Are all these changes neces-
sary ? If they are, why is there net notice given te
the trade in advance, se that they can govern them-
selves accordingly ? As far as the laat change is con-
cerned, the books cost enough, in all conscience, te
admit of thoir being enlarged without adding te the
price ; but there wore not even any new plates made in
making the change, se that the actual change was
only to leave a little more margin on the book, and
charge the retailers 10 cents per dozen more. If the
higher numbers had been reduced te 80 cents per
dozen, it would have been more reasonable.

Now, M r. Editor, I hope the As sociation will take
up this matter of changes in schoo,-books, and bring
it beforo the Munister of Education ; and lot me say
here that I think it is by taking up practical subjects
like that that the Association vill benet the trade.
Toronto. A SUFFERINo DEALER.
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