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mind with useful knowledgo—hore, by tho most poworful of all
instructors, facts ; the ovil or good offects of the pursuanco of
certain coursps, io fully revealed; and wo nro encournged thero-
by to chooso that which is good, and warned to refuse that
which is evil. Here is set bofore us tho history of our fellow.men
in allages—their ovil doings and their good doings; and tho opera.
tions o% Divine Providence, which is, by the thoughtful student
of history, over secn controlling tho wrath of man; restraining
him in his ovil ways; and elucidating from tho moral chaos, a
somothing, like unto ordoer and harmony. .

Physiology, or the stucy of our physical systom, is another of
the useful branches of a finished education. The name affized
to the sclence is siguificant of a wide rango of investigation ; but,
in its more limitad reforence to the animal body, wo now allude
to it. By this science, tho structure of tho body; tho uscs and
opoerations of its various parts, and tho tendencics of various
ways of livin? on its health and comfort are brought clearly to
light. This Is eminently a prectical scicnce, and thereby highly
important, a3 woll from that renson as from its relation to our
awn pltysical system, -

The body 15 an important pert of our nature; it has import.
ant functions to dischargo ; upon its health very greatly depends
tho power and efficlency of tho miad, and tho continuation of our
present existenco~—a matter of no slight importance, when we
considor that our-life in this world is preparative to the futuro

-state of being, and that hero wo are to bo renewed and fitted for

the realms of cternal purity and.blessedaess.

Tho scicnco of chemistry s another of tliis class ; it is'prac.
tical, having to do with facts, and furnishing as its results that
which is tangible, incentrovertible and useful.  This science has
made rapid progress of late years, and is fulfilling its part in ad-
ding to the comlorts and enjoyments of civilized life—its adapta.
tion to husbandry and agriculture is now fully acknowledged, and
vast arc the improvements which have been effected in preparing
the ground for the recéption of the sced, and thereby securing a
plentiful harvest of that which is the support of man and beast.

Mathematics i3 woithy being noticed—that science which
treats of quantitics and numbers. It is likewise practical, al-
though in many of its gur'ts very abstruse,

Natural Phif:)sophy is an extensive and most useful branch of
study. By an acquaintance with it we become conversant with
the secrets of nature, and are furaished with a vest amouot of
valuablo end interesting knowledge, which prepares for a life of
intelligenco and usefulness.

Many others might be named, but these will suffice.  You will
porceive that all these have a powerful claim on our attention,
from their great usefulness in preparing us to discharge aright
the duties of lifc. i

In the second class, the ornamental, fnay be enumerated—
music, painting, drawing, sculpture, poetry, and botany. These
are worthy of attention, but not to tge same degree as the for.
mor class. The useful is always to be preferred to the Merely
ornamental ; but when we can have both, the ornamental is de.
strable, us affording further play for our inental faculties—be.
guiling a leisure hour, or adding grace and dignity to oureducation.

In the third class may be mentioned, astronomy—that sublime,
but abstruse and mystorious science, which treats of the heaven.
ly bodies; their mognitudes, distances, motions, revolutions and
vchipses.  Here, amidst the cadless variety of the objects, and
the infinitude of the subject, the mind is “in wandering mazes
lwst.”  This is tho sciouce which cndcavars to examine the
whole universe of Jahovali; to count the number of the stars;
' their distances; estimate their orbits, cte. V' in attempt,
— who can, by searching, find out God?” Who can discover
and comprehend the works of Gud ?

Tius science is, as yet, after the lnpse of centuries, in its in-
faacy, and wil probably continue so till ime be no more.  This
seience will, no doubt, be to tho glorified inhabitant uf heaven a
sabject of unceasing contemplation and invesugwon. it is not
unreasunable to suppase, that the study of the empire of Jeho.
vah, will be to the redeemed in heaven one cause of their happi.

For if God has sand, * He that overcometh shall inherit
oll things,” mty me not conclude that the survey und enjoymont

of these things, will constitute a great part of the heppinvsy ‘of
tho blessed in heaven.

‘This science, although it is, to a great extent, speculative, yoi
it deserves atféntion.
God’s universe, is well calculated to arouse and oxorciso the do.
voticaal delings, by couvincing us of our nothingabss, and of
Jehovah's groatnoss—by revealing tho amazing love and conde.
scension of God, who, although that ho is so great, did visit us
in our low estate, and exhibited to vs, perhaps, the lowest of his
intellectual creation, his mercy und love.

It has been woll said, that * an undevout astronomer is mud.”
How can it bo otherwise, when ¢ the heavens declare the glory
of God, and the firmament showeth his handiwork 1"
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s The spacious firmamsat oa high,
With all tho blue etheresl sky,
And spangled heavor, a nlnining frame,
Thicir Grent Origisal proclaim. :

% When I consider the heavens the worlk.of thy fingors; the
moon and star8 ‘which thou hast ordnined’? what 18 ‘man, that
thou art mindful of hirh, and tho son of man that thou visites
him 7’ ‘Thess were the truly dovotional sontiments of the pious
Davidy und similir is the experiet e of all God’s people, Wwho,
liks him, look Y6 Gnd and to heaven v.irough the starry firmament.

The only other subject which T shall notice here, is that of
montal philosopy. hat scitnte which treats of the human
mind, its faculties, capabilitics,'and operationy. Thisis &t decply
ubytruse; ot intdresting ‘branch of study. Many -and Various
are the theories which' have been originated and exploded. The
field is illimitable—the thirst hero for speculation, may, indedd
bo satisfied; and perhaps nothing better proves the jvsatiablogéss
of tho human- miiid after knowledge, than the history of this
sciencd, which, after the Iapse of centuries, is just'as well fitted
for speculative investigation as ever it was. Yet, to those' wiho
have leisure, it is worthy of dttention.  Its study is an admirable
exercise for the mental faculties, and mucks may bo gained in this
rempect,: © v el e e e

I have merely hinted at thess various branches of study com-
prised in the uscful, ornamental, and speculutive parts of a
finished -education<—others might have been noticed, hud it been
necessary, and had our limits ullowed it.  So much for the edu.
cation which has-a peculiar reference to tnis world, and an in-
direct aspect to the future'world; ' ' :

But our attention must not be confined to the things of this
lower sphere—we must ever remember that “ we shall nover
die,” in the highest sens¢ of the phrase.. When we die, we die
to live forever—all those stutlies to which we have alluded,
should bo-therefore pursued with & referencoe God's glory, and
to our future happiness in héliven,' . ’

There are studies which dircaily refer to God and hegven.
These should not be overlooked—I should rather say, these
should have our first and highest regard and attention.

They -may be briefly considered under these three heads—
The knowledge-of ocurselves and-our destiny ; the knowledge of
God and his purposes coneerning us ; and the application of this
knowledge to- the ‘securing  of our soul’s salvation. "

1 will but very briefly allude to these three topjes.  1st.—The
knowledge of: ourselves and of our destiny. ' What am 1?7
Whero anr 17 Where am I going? Infinitely momentous
quosticns!  Am I holy or sinful ; happy or miserable? Is my
Creator pleased with me or not?- Am I answering the great
crd of my being?  Where shall my soul exist when loosed from
this world ?

2nd.—~The knowledge of God nnd his purposes concerning us.
When we ldok to ourselves, all is darkness and dismay. God
alone, has the words of eternal life. To Him we must go—and
in Hhs word there is fully revealed His being and perfections,
and his purposes conceraing us-—which arc mercy andlove. In
that word we are communged to * acquait ourselves with Him,
and be at peace, thereby good shall come unto us.” And in or-
der to this, there is all that information there furnished which is
necded to lead ns to the enjoyment of the favor of our Maker,
which is better than life; and ultimately, 1o the possession of,

that glory, which in the heavens is laid up for the people of Gdd: S
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