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found!fand %vcrc forxned into a district. About the ycar
185we find eleven Methodist ministcrs tin the colotiy

to-day they ni-mber ut+6vn~.~ 1
It is a notcworthy fact, as ind;,--tinig the rnissionary spirit

charactcribtic of Ncwfloundiandl Methodisni, that, ici 1816,
the first colonial mnissionary contribution wvas made by
Ncwrouindlailde.rs to the English Mlethodist Missionary
Society. Tlhc amotunt was $: 1!

Froni its very beginning ïMetbodismi iii Newfounidlandl
lias been carricd forward by a band of missionaries-
rnostly English-in the face of great and constant dii-
cLitics. For long years the forces of bigotry and iirreligion
had to be met and overcome ; this is to-day halpii: -% tling
of the past. 1'hen the scattered nature of the settlernents,
thc ab-ence of ronds iii many places, thc nî:gratory lire led
by many of the fisliermcn and their ramilies, and the fre-
quent failures of the staple industry, have been difficuties
wvhich have tried the mettle, and called forth the heroismn
of a noible band if meni îho, evcr in "llabors abundant,"
wcre in the truc Ilapostolic buccession."

To.day tic lire or the Ncwfoundlaind missionary is far
from being a lire of case or self-etijoymntt and withal
there is connected îvith it vcry little or the glanior and
romance of much forcign rnissionary work. (Vi*e prescrit
unfortunate financial condition of the colony adds to the
burden of the mnissionary.;

In 1892 an awful fire almost destroyed the capital, St.
John's. In seven lîours eleven thousand people were ren-
dered hioniless, and $î6,ooo,oo worth of property ivas
destroyed.

Two ycars later, in l)ecernber, i8941, camne the failure
of the only chartered banks in the country; the (allure of
these batiks wvas directly caused by the suspension or the
greater portion of the business firms, and these in turn had
been brougtit to, such a condition by the repeated failure of
the cod-fisbceries, coupled with the low prices of fissh in the
forcign nmarkets.

'lo a vcry great extent the IItruck " or Ilci edit " systcmi
was indirectly responsible for the bankruptcy or so many
commercial houses. The average Newfoundland ftshcr-
marn, for decades past, lias relied on the supulying mer-
chant to advance hini on credit, iii the spring, tl'u provisions,
clothing, nets, sait, etc., necessary for the carrying on of
thc Ilfishing voyage " during the sunimer. For these
goods the fishermian promises to pay in fish at the end of
the year. If the "lvoyage " be a~ good one, al gocs well,
but if not-as often is the case-the fisliernian, when the
time cornes; to settle bis accounit, lias absolutely nothing
to pay, and bas, moreover, notbing itherewvith to purchase
the necessaries of life for himself and family during the
long approaching winter. WVhat is to be donc? 'l'lie
merchant does flot wish to sec the mani and hiis fanuily in
çvant, and so he provides him with the means of subsistence,
laoping the following ycar wvill be a more prosperous one,
and that then the fisherman will bc able to pay for the
two seasons. This being repeated on a very large scale for
a number of years, ;t can readily be seen that strong indeed
must be the commercial fabric which remains intact. 0f
course out of this system grew dishonesty on the part of
the merchant and fisherman. On the one band the mer-
chant charged exorbitant prices for goods sold. Thc
fisherman knowing this, and bcing engaged in fishing
hundreds of miles (rom the merchants, sold part of their
fish to traders, pocketed the money, ahd, proceeding to '.heir
homes, rcpresentcd to their merchants that thc catch of
fish wgs si»4llçr than it really was. Far-reaching indeed

wcrc the immoral influence of such practices, and iii niany
respects it %vas a good day when, Iin 1894, the commercial
crisis almost oblitcratud such an iniquitoîts system.

'ro.day religion in Newfouindland, we believe, is iii a
transition pcriod. Mcii are more titan ever bciing thrown
on tlieir own resources. 'l'le cbances for dishotîesty and
trickery reniaining îttdetected are growit g less. Tlemp-
tations miost difficult to rcsist, prescrit thcemselves no
longer. Now, more than ever, is the titie for aggressive,
cnthusiastic svork. TheIc "secd or the kingdoni " bias been
faiitb)ftlly scattercd in past ycars, and bias already borne
inttchi frutit. Tbe work of instrtuction is being faitbfully
l)etformed, and the outlook for tbe future is full of
promitse.

'lo-day, from the barbors and coves of rockboutîd Tlerra
Nova, thousands of 'earts are lifted to hilihbeaven in
truc, believang prayer, wbile thc regenera-tcd, yea saintly,
lives of nîany a brawny, un-tutorcd Newfoundland fisher-
mar ias a standing cvidence to ail that ",the Gospel is the
power of God unto salvatioti to every one that be-icectb."

To Our Co-Workers.
WVe bave a rew tbousatîd short missiorary stories any

onie of whicb ive would be g!ad to publish iii the CAM-a
PAIC.Nk-R but cannoe for lack of space.

Anyone sending '.s 25c. wvil1 receive twelve of tI,,uie
stories, wlîich selI for roc. ; Dr. Ross' " First One Iluti-
dred Vears of Modemn Mlissions," 10C.; tlîe MISSIONARV
CANIIIAaGNER, toc., and a "lCycle of Prayer," 3e.

To Our Subscribers.
%Ve will send Dr. Ross' IlFirst Hundrcd Ycars of Mod-

ern Missions " to any addrzss for ro cents.
'lo our subscribers who are renewing tlieir subscriptions

we will send tbe MISStONARv CAMI'AIGNER for one ycar
and Il First Hundred Vears of Missions" for 2o cents.

1Jinior C,,t4orli Lege Iltind-BooÀk. 13y RxEv. S. T'.
BARTLE1T. Price, 35c. 'Toronto: MLthodist Book Rooti.

If you have not a junior League but bave girls and boys
in your church, you nced a copy or the "lJ unior League
Hand-l3ook " to help you iii organizing a I.eague.

If you have a junior League you cannot afTord to be
without one of the most practicai and help)fu] aids
for youîîg peoplc's work. You can learri niany tbings
fromi its pages, wbicb have been written out of a widc
experience. It svill explain the junior League îvork. its
constitution, and how to organize the children for work.
Tlhe cliapters on the îualities for a successful superititerd-
cnt, the requisites for successrul work, bow to arrange an
attractive junior meeting, and how to get and kecp the
boys, are full of possibtlities for the consecrated Junior
superintendent.

Blackboard and object teaching and comnuittec wvork,
the consecration nmeeting and Bible study, the relation of
the juniors to the pastor and the Senior League, are help-
fully explaincd; while ftom the chapters of difficulties and
danger and the work donc by tic juniors, clear asvay many
difficulties and encourages work among the children.

The junior League Hymns sltould be sung by aIl juniors.
Put a copy of the IlHand-Book "in your library.


