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THE C_él_'TADL‘:N MEDICAL TRMEI

Sir Dominic Comigny, M.P,, ITesiding recchitly
at o distribution of prizos at St Mary's Hospital,
ubtered this plaint.  Ho regretied thas, partly on
anconunt of the ignomuco of legislators and partly
o1 acconnt of the apelhy of medical men them-
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Tho Lancet finds_great fault with the General
Medical Council relutivo to its rocont sossion. It
maintains that the work done hus been exccod-
ingly slight ; the wasto of timo cnormous ; and ;
that the demonstoution of tho Council's unStnoss
nnd fncapacity to woonstruct the examining sya-
tem of tho country is complete. The fault, it
says, is not in ita individual members, but in itsi
own organization, which must for ever cnsuro!
every question being looked nt from ninelocn |
points of view,
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The appenrance of cholem in Europe, and still ¢
wore its ravages in Tennessza and the Southern |
portions of tho United States, justify na ulanm)
for tho visitation of this moourge in Canada and
otbier parts of Northern Amerien. Tho duty sy
incumbent that all possiblo sanitary precautions.
should be taken agninst its invasion Wo m\mci
¢t our citios, our towns aud onr houses in order. 1
All such labours undertaken in promoting purity
aud cleanlinoss hinve, bosides the avoidance of,
cholers, a compensation in the improvement of

wehves, membeos of wur professicn are not a
grester power in the State. In the House of
Commonx the profession is scantily represented,
whilo in the Privy Council, whare its varied
knowledge, but partionlarly its spocial- know-
ledge, wonld bo a national gain, it has not ono
representative fu tho 250 mombers.  This,* he
observed, i tlio more to bolamented), as the Privy
Council is the high ¢ribunal for all matters velat-
ing to sanitntion.and publio henlth. We rejoice
that 8ir Dominio has brought this matter of the
Privy Council being withont a modica! momber
into notice, and trust that it will scon conso to
be a cnuso of mortification to the profession.
Thero is a reason why very few modical men get
into Parlinment, but thero is no rosson why thoy
should bo excluded foom honowrable position in
the Privy Council. In justico, it should bo said
that tho tendency of Jegislation in England of
Inte yoars han Loon moro and more to recognizo
the utility of the spacial 1~owledgo possossed by
wrn. The Publio Health Act of 1872 and the
Addultertion Act, under which respectively medi-
cal inapectors and officors of health and publis
nualysts ave appointed, show that the Stato in
anxious to profit by the services which the pos-
sessors of thin spocinl knowlodgo can ronder to
the public,

4 public mecting of practitioners bns been
held at Manchestor, England, to discuss the sub-

the public healtl goncrally. This bas been abuu- |jcst of supplying modical attendanco to the work-

dantly proved on former occasions, when an alarm
of cholera has arcused the authoritios and pooplo
into nctivity ; and such demonstration beforw the
eyos of tho public, ono would think, should have
led to & moro systematic and general edoption of,
sanitary measures, irrespoctive of tho proapoct of
*cholera ; but a lapée into apathy under accurity
scems to bo chamcteristic,

At this advanced season of the summer, the
greatest dependence will have to bo placed on the
disinfection of noxious matters as oxereta ang
£ilth.  Practical experience has abundantly justi-
fied theoretical considerations *in tho choice of a

» disinfectant, that it should combine the qualities
of volatility and action by contact. The solution '
of sulphate of iron to which crude carbolic acid’
has been added possesses these qualities along!

"with the recommendation of cheapness The'
formuls of the New York Board of Health, which
kas boen extensively used, and which is still ro-
commended as the best disinfectant, is~gulphate
of iron, ten pounds ; water, five galions ; common

-carbolio acid, half & pint. Dilute solutions of
sulphate of iron arc also of great value ; and tie

*disinfectant properties of dry earth ought to be
romembered and this abundant agent employed
on a large scale. :

It has often bBeen remarked that the medical
profession fails to be adequately represented in

ing<lass  This is & matter concerning which

l\'cry much hns been donoe in the moiber country

Ly establishing sick clubs, benefit societios, and
provident dispensaries, and the numerous chaxi-
table institutions havo helped greetly to reliove
the medical profession from unreraunerative work,
besides which the Poor Law provides for atten-
danco upon the pauper class.  8till, it is felt that
very much more requires to be done, and the
subjoot is recciving very carnest and close discus-
sion. The Manchester meeting finally adopted
by a slight majority the following resolution :—

“That this meeting belioves that many persons
now receiving medical. relief at charitable insti-
tutions are perfectly able to pay for sdvico; and
inasmuch as these institutions were established
for the poor, are supported by endowments and
public subscriptions, and are aided by the unpaid
services of medical and surgical practitioners;
any system by which the patients of such chari-
ties would be enabled o pay towards the main-
tenance of such institutions would bring them
into unfair and unjust competition with the
medical practitioners of this country; and in-
stead of any such plan, which would increase the
existing abuse, the boaxds of such institutions be
requested to instituts & real inquiry into the cir-
camsiances of their patients, and when they find
any person able to pay for such medical or surgi-
cal relief, such person be excluded from the bene-

our mpmenhﬁvo’ and governmental systems.

fit of such charities, unless under very pn-nng
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This rerolution amounted simply to turning the
question into ono of the abuso of medical chari-
ties, and practically doos ‘not meat thoend in
view, Crr object, howsver, in refering o Uie
subject is to bring before our readers the fact that
in relation to tho matter of “attending the poor
and the working class the profession in England
is very much in advanco of our state in Canads’;
and to snggest that it is worth while for Cana-
dian’ medical men to give sttention to the pro-
gress that is making in England. It happens
that in many parts of Ontario the whole burden
of aitending the sick poor and’the cost of sup-
plying them with medicines falls upon the modi-
cal profession.  Hero we havo none or very fow
provident dispensarics, and ‘the system of sick
clubs has not atlained one-tenth of the develop-
mimt reached in England. But as against thia
wiat, it must be said that our arlizan class i
perliaps botter able and more willing than.the
corresponding class in England to pay the sex-
wioes of their moldical attondant Our pauper
¢lass, however, in almost cntiroly unprovided for,
What is wanted in Canada, we think, is a uyw-
tem of out-paticnt attendance in connection with
the gencral bospitals in tho citics; tho cstablish-
ment of provident dispensarios, sick clubs, and
benefit socictios in tho towns; and a moro geno-
ral application of the plan of appointing doctors
for tho poor in the townships and rurs! districts,
No doubt, in spite of all means of this Xind, doo-
tors would still bo called upon to do a great deal
of purcly gratuitous work, and would no doubt
do it quite uncomplainingly ; but when we find
that tho dutiss of the Stato and the obiigations of
tho public in the matter of providing for the sick
poor =10 almost altogetber shifiod on to the
shoulders of modical men, it bocomes a proper
thing to sct forth the unfairness of such a bur’
den being imposed, and %o ask that at lcast soma .
moans bo adopted for alloviating it, .
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PRACTICLL MEDICINE. .
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SPINAL IRRITATION AS A CAUSE .
OF CATALEPSY. .

By Jaxxs Nxmsm, M.D, |,
The rarity of catalepsy no less than the singu~
laxity of the disorder makés it interosting, though
by reeson_of ity rare occurrence ita practical im-
portance is no doubt greatly lossened. Sir Thom-
as Watsoh relutes that he nover saw an instunos
of perfect catalepey, and mentions his regret st
not having availed himself of an opportunity of
sneing such & case which once presentod itsclf in
the practice of & friend. All systematic wribss
trent of its rarity ; indeed some bave doubted its
existence or its claims to rank as  distinct dis-
easo, such authors being disposed to regard it ax
one of the protean forms of hysteris; but its ex-
istence as & malady presenting definite charactex-
istics is sufficiently established,  Dr. Lee, of New
York, Las ccllected s number of cases. ,
Copland gives the following definition of, éata-
lepsy -—“A mdden,.dap‘rivatim} 1of sense, intelli~
gence, and voluntary motion, the patient retaining
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the ssme position, during the paroxysm, in which,



