
TE CANADLÂ. MEDICAL TDIEs.'

Other lettrs of âinilar t-iîor haive Ipa 'lie

314lical Council of Ontario luai, alio diapoinlted
tlwi exln-ctuationspt of lanl'y by ita fatilre ta reprtt
quackerv, ani Canadinn atulents have a Rimilar
grie.anece titat the elensîtf of nintaining the'
Cosmlcil fallis ulirnl their Alender pulses

MEETING OF THE MEDICAL COUNCIt.
The 31alical Conneil of the College of Phyni-

cials anI Surgeons of Ontario h-ld it annuail
mîeeting in Toronto on Tuesuday, June 24th, and
remaitanedi in aeion thre days. liTe iriaciliml
ibaindue done was a revision of the draft bill ta

aiend the Medical Act. Some alterations with

n-qect to conducting the exai;nations wc con-

Aidered. The neeting proved ta be a very stormy

one, owing ta the extmonldinary condnet of Dr.

Canpbell, the lider of the homcropathista, who

es retirintg Vice-Preidîlent, looked forward to the

President's chair and was disappointed, since Dr,

Clarke was elected. Dr- Campbell became very
personal, and cventually ho and the other homoe-

opathista withdrew fram the Council, sending in

their resignations, and declaring that the homo-

opathists had donc with the Coincil and would

bave a board of their own. The saie member

bad previouasly pirovoked much indignation by
preferring a grave charge against Dr. Aikens, the
Treasurer, which on investigation provei alto-

gether unfounded. Dr. Campbell Lad charged

.the Treasirer with being the cause of a loas of
$6,000 to the Council, and the way Le made it out

was in this wise :--Tat Dr. Aikens lad repn-

sentei to the Parliamentary committee on the

Medical Bill thiat a certain printing account of

Hunter, Rose & Co. was paid and that a favour-

able balance remained in his hands to carry on

the operations of the Council. The bill Lad pn -
posed to levy an assesment of two dollars on the

fifteen bundred medical men of Ontario, and the

government had promised to give an equal am-

ount of assistance. This vas of course defeated
by the failure of the Medical Bill. -tie commit-

tee of investigation compleiely exonerated Dr.
Aikens from the charge, and censurei Dr. Camp-
bell for attempting to attach a stigma to the name

and character of their Treasurer. Cr space tiis

week compela us to defer a more particular ac-
count of the proceedings of this body.

ANATOYMY.

ANATOMICAL ANOMAUES.
By H. J. SAuDnas, LD., KR.C.S.E,

Judging froim the cases recorde in the lancet
during the peast few weeks, the occasional absence
of the pectoral muscles would appear to occur
more frequently than is commonly supposed. I
can add from my own observation another case to
those ahrady mentioned, which vas noticed in a

subject disected in the Royal Cellege of PIyi-
clans and Surgeons, during the past session.

The sternocestal portion of the pectoralis major
and the pectoralis minor were completly absent.on
the right aide, with the exception Of a few dense
tendinous fibres attached to the third and fourth

riba and coracoid process of the scapula. The
clavicular portion of the pectoralis major was

present, and, with the deltoid muscle and rest of

the armt, was £irly develold. Tie pectoral
muscles on the left side were normal. Of the
eýrect of the iît ticiency on the mtn during life I
know nothing, as I hard never seen him till heo
was broughît into the diiecting.room, and was
uinable to tnice his history.' H. alpeared t be b
about forty ytrz of age.

Another congenital rianformaation noticed in the
lis,ieting-room during the ist session, which
inay be atliciently rare to intereat saoie of your
rauert, was a union of the kidneys by an arch
acrosa the aorta, forning the so-anlled horsleshoe
kidney, thU conpound kidney thus formed being
supplied with blood by four rens] arteries, taro
on each side, and each side having two ureters,
which united about six inchem fro:n the kidney
APa i the fonner case, I did not see the man till
after death: but it in scarcely probable that such
a condition of things could be detected during
life ; nor would it be of much practical use if
it could, except posibly with regard to prognosis
in any injury or dise affecting one aide.

Kingston, June.

HEREDITARY TRANSMISSION OF IMPERFOR-
ATE HYMEN.

By Dr Bonario Yan, Senior Surgeon to the Kingston
Ueuerai Hoaspitai.

Some time since a respectable farmer's wife
brought ber daughter to me for advice. The
girl was a fine, well-developed young woman of
18. She had never menstruated, nor had ever
any vicarious htmmorrbage. From her physical
appearance, and from the history of the case, I at
once anspected an iniperforate h-ymen. The belly
was only elightly swollen, and she ad the ordi-
nary monthly constitutional symptoms, but with-
out any "show.» n foun, on making a vaginal ex-
anlinatlon, a Convez, ehsic bu]ging tu=our at
the orifice of the canal After a dose of castor
oil, followed by one of laudanum, I made a cru-

cial incision -large enough to admit the index
finger, when there commenced to flow, in a steady
atream, an inodorcus, chcolate-coloured fluid, of
the consisance of treacle, to the extent of forty-
two ounces. Thé incisei hymen was as thick as

buckskin, and as firm as parchment. I kept her
in town and in bed for four days, lest inamm..-.
tory symptoma should occur, and directed in the
meantime tepid water injections alightI impreg-
nated with carbolic acid, eight drops to the pint-
The girl returned home all right, and I hear has
remaine1 in perfect health ever sincs.

Thus far in detailed an ordinary case of unper
forate hymen, vith the common treatment; anti
but for what is to foIlo1w, abould not think of
making a public record of it.

The girl's mother informed me that another

daughter of bers, an equally well.developed girl,
Lad been affected in the very sane way as this

e ; lad never menstruated, and et -twenty ber

belly had becomo se much swolien as to induce
sone of ber kind neighbours to suspect pregaancy.
Rather suddenly, she became ill, and, .a sutdden-
ly, died, undoubtedly of peritonitis,. bs c had

been seen only by an ignorant quack. I con-
cluded that without doubt this was a1so a case of
imperforate hymen, some of the aceumanlated fluid

Ultin y findinflg its ay into she peritoneal

cavity.1 And it was this fatal issie which in-
duced the mother to mîke tue journdy to Kings-
ton with ber second dmughter. These two cases
might be called a coincidence. Bat soon after
my patient had returned home, ther appearcd in
my otimc lier broder's wife with two female child-
ren, one cleven tonths and the other three years
old, anid each of these b'l an imperforate hymen.
This was too much to be calied a coincidence.
This was clcarly au etmle of au heroditary, or
at leut of a famnily.peculiarity, and the more cur
ious, fromt the fact of a tramisstion th-ough the
f<ater to the next generation.

Most medical observer have noticed peculiari-
ties of formation or malformation of one sort or
other running in families. There ili now a man
living in this town who ban six fingera «. s, five
fingers and a thumb) ou each hand, and six toes
on each foot. He bas a brother with the samo
rcdundancy, and ho in the father of four children,
all of whom have precisely the saine redandancy.
And there is alao a woman living in this town
who.had a hare-lip, and on five of ber seven child-
ren I have operated for har'-lip. The other two
wero unatfected. None of the five had cleft paT-
ate. Parallel cases need not bo repeated, but, I"
doubt not, have been observed by most mdical
men.

MEDICAL ETHICS.

TH E PRINCIPLES OF ETHIOS.
It would be very useful if the ethics of profes-

sional relations with the publie, and with biothir
practitioners, were more studied than 'bey are.
The broed rules ta do justice and to love itercy,
and to treat one's neiglibour as oneself ari far
more easily enunciated than aprlied ; and on
many matters of ordinary conduct we are, per-
haps, too apt to be guided by custom or by what
is called etiquette, without sufficient thought
about the principles upon which custon and eti-
quette should be based. It would always be a
wholesome mental exercise to review dispassion-
ately the varions points of friction that arc met
with in the disclarge of medical functions, and
the exercise could hardly fail in positions of difRi-
culty that muet come to a2, to strengthen tha
Lande of those by whom it had lbeen practised.

THE LIBERTY OF PATIENTS.
A patient has perfect liberty te have any dci-

tor ho pleases, within .reasonable limits, and to

change his doctor when he thinka fit, povided it

is done courteously. It is infinitely better and

more respectful to a medical man to mank a
change than to go on secrety dipamaging hi-,
and hankering after another medical adviser. No
right-minded medical man would be willing to
advise a patient Who did not respect his advice,
or who systematically preferred the advice Of aN-
other practitioner. It is the privilege of tle

practitioner as wel as of the patient to be ilde-
pendent

Nitrite of amy is provig of great service in

spaamodio and convulsive disorde, Dr. 7enku,

of Philadelphia, narrates a case of puerperal eoe

vulsiona, which wimmediately and sâiafctorl

ly oveoame by.the inLatson Of itdiA Cf amqL


