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due honorwas paid to the studious, hard-
working, faithful family physician, the friend
and confidant of the household, whose words
of Lope and cheer were ever ready, as, guid-
ed by his skill and devotion, the children
wereled fromn infancy to childhood, from
youth to man’s estate and womnnhood.

In comparatively recent times there stand
out in noon-day brightness the names of
Sydenbam, Simpson, Hunter, Jenner, Me-
Dowell, Atlee, Peaslee, Sims, Lawrence,
Watson and hundreds of others which have
been blazoned on the scroll of Fame.

Ian Maclaren has with burning pen told
of one who was, I am proud to say, but a
typeof the true physician. Then, as now,
the family doctor rode through wmire and
mud, turned night into day and risked limb
and life in efforts to succour the sick, heal
the helpless, and aid the mother in her
agony. What were hisrewards? Were they
as in the days of Hippocrates, garlands, gifts
and works of art sublime, such as the gold-,
ed statue presented by the peopie of Argos?
Itrownot. In many cases, I am safe in
saying, he was paid as now, with wood short
in measure and queer in quality, or hay
heavy with a night’s rain, having been load-
ed the previous evening and left out to get
the dust laid properly! But while the old
family doctor had a wide field in which to
practice, and the whole of the human ana-
tomy to keep in repair, the practitioner of
to-day not only has to contend with our
crowded ranks, but has his share of the
corpus (not corpse), so narrowed down by
the eye and ear specialist, the nose and
throat, the thoracic, the-genito-urinary, the
orthopodic, the nerve and rectal specialist,
and dermatologist, that nothing will shortly
be left but the umbilicus, and even that
may beclaimed by the laparotomist.

We are to-day to use a Darwinian phrase,
“the victims of an untoward environment,”
8 pauperizing paradox. The State calls
upon us forstatistics and gratuitous services
in sanitary mattersand preventive medicine,
gives grants to hospitalsinstituted primarily
for & charitable and noble purpose, but now
affording free or nearly free medical and
-surgical aid to people, who, though well-to-
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do, are mean enough to claim the privileges
of paupers.

Among the other leeches that suck the
life-blood of the general practitioner are
the patent medicine vendors, the manufac-
turing chemist, and, shall Isay it, yes, the
repeating and prescribing druggist or phar-
macist as he now calls himself. When for-
merly ench member of the family would, on
some occasion, consult the doctor, now the
old man either takes K. D. C. or Warner’s
Safe Cure, or hies away to a hospital and
gets put torights at the rateof SI4, 8§12, 86
or 82 80 per weck according to his ability to
lio about his worldly circumstances. The
old lady takes Celery Compound, or drops
into the hards of the gynecologist, the son
takes secret remedies for secret vices, G.and
G. or Cr.and C. Capsules, while the daugh-
ter takes Pink Pills for Pale People, or per-
haps sits at the feet of that princess of
modern fakirs, the Christian Scientist, pay-
ing therefore the modest fee of $100 for a
brief term.

Instead of fees, he (the general practition-
er) frequently gets fevers: instead of glory
he gets gray. “but not with years"; instead
of reward he gets rheumatism, and con-
tracts pneumonia and sciaticain lieu of ac-
quiring a comfortable livelihood, I have
briefly glanced at the esse without mention-
ing the serious condition of toxemia in the
corps medicale itself, which requires a
vigorous flushing out of the primw viie.

Agitate and unite, unite and agitate.
Concerted action, as to our rights, regard-
ing Dominion registration, the duties of
municipalities towards the indigent sick,
State aid to preventive medicine, and origi-
nzl investigations would give to our much
abused vocation that status which it de-
serves. Look atour legal friends in parlia-
ment, and their name is legion. Do they
confine their energies to the interests of
their individual constituences? No! each
and all labor to make the practice of law
more indespensable to the citizen and
lucrative to themselves. The soldier fight-
ing for his country and slaying her enemies
isrecognized by his Queen and her Viceroy,
and just and rightis it that such should be
the case; but did you.ever bear of pensions,



