
ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS.

been determnined to be law it would flot do to permit a mere îndividual
to say that it -shall no longer be the law. In every Society exvept the
most backward there is a Iaw-making person or body, and that person
or body fias the duty of making the law fit the needs of the soeiety. The
tegialator abolishes so munch of the common law-that ls, the body of
eustomis-as is necessary, and thus modifies the common law.

Englanid, anid those coun itries which derive their legal systemn fromn
England (amiong them ourselves), have earried out thiîs idea enit
ently, The cusqtomis whichi have been laid down as law reualin Law uniless
and unitil indfyn leiito p5îassed; andff the law is mlodified onlly
go mnuch anid so fair ais the legisiation Fsays, cither in expres,,s te'rmls or by

nesayimplicationi.
fl the c'ourse of tilne a velrY great qutiityý of legisiationi has beenl

p&a4ed, so that in many11* ilistatiocs an exp>ress statutory mivre lis beeni laid
down. Doubts as to the, exact meainig of suchi legisiation there miay be,
ju.t as theire were doulits as to the exact eulstoml; but ini ail buit al voml
paratively smiall numbi)ler of cases thle Iaw la clear. omtesdithieulty*
.risa il the interipretmationi of hln,gae nplye, anld the judge iust
do0 the beet he eau? to deturinie lits exact mewaninig. Somletimles it is ilot
qpite certaini what thle c.11olmo l, ï.e, thle customi, wýas, anid the jiide
wnsvt do has besýt to find( ouit. But onice the meainig of' leglsition je
determned, the e-ustom clearly maeout, the duty of th, iugel plain1.
He cannot chanige onie jot or tittie of Ilhe law so deterinied. lie mnay
like it or dislike it; it mlay soeni to imii wise or unwýlse, ,just or unijuat.
reasonjable or ridiculous; his duty is to apply it, and that only.

Law is nin-made, not ln the sense of being made by the judge
decidinig a case, but in the sense of having been made for huit by man.
The iawyer, then, 18 in1 interpretîng the work of mni, the mind of a
commuliity, recenit or long past.

h-et uis take now the two professions and-compare them. A miedical
mi is atteingiiý a paiH.1e examines him to diseýover accurately

hai8 exact atate, to applyv thte proper remedy, i.e., tD remnove somne obstacle
tp the proper and normal operation of organe or to strenigthen some
operatinu cause. lie lias been taught certain supposed "laws of nature",

pehps verified by higli autli.ority. Tliese lie believes sub modo, for lie
kwstliere may have been a utistake, and it is inot only riglit, but his

duty, to suspeet tlieir complete aceuracy. Hie must observe and again
osre and ever observe; and if lie finds that the "law" lias been in fact

wrng<ly foriuulated thie circumestance tliat it lias reoeived thie aseent of
the most eminent autliorities, nay, of ail, is of no avail. No autliority

enmske, unutake, or modify a law of nature. Sulplinrie aeid lias thie
saeeffect on calciumn carbonate in Fiji as in Fotadan, aud it is juat


